
rohih 

Hce with N 
Inga 


iINtJ JC!\ 

‘ ih ” As 


•\h 

vi . 
‘■'""on 


OilK-d ^ , ( v Jxiianv 

tl , ; ^. 
3,11 crin KC y ,lkc ain 

*5 

***** I'tiH, ,• Vi, 

vOinmuT.. . . H’ni. 


rui’U C s-n 

votumiticc- hn Cl, ai t 

1,1 hint i.,jj f >h 3l 

! r , h vl »aiD. 

t Jokr. ■i t |, lN Ih, 
!l,5 ‘ “I«l tit! ‘ “ " 

f Mi>!C 
• • vuni 
iSlni {'j jj 


PNA nears agreement with Hamas 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AP) — The Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA) is nearing a deal with the Islamic fundamentalist 
Hamas movement that could end its attacks on Israelis, a 


Palestinian official said Sunday. “I hope we will be able to reach an 
agreement in the near future.” said Hisham Abdul Razak. a senior 


PNA official who negotiates with Hamas. The deal would end 
Hamas attacks on Israelis in Israel. Israeli-held and Palestinian- 
run areas, he said. He did not specify what the PNA was offering 
in return. Mr. Abdul Razak was quoted by Israeli newspaper 
Yediot Ahronot as saying that (he recent bus bombings also sought 
to force the PNA to give Hamas a share of power. Yediot quoted 
Mr. Abdul Razak as saying that Hamas aimed "to pass on a dear 
message to the PNA that it you don't reach an agreement with us 
we will make sure that you will not reach the stage of (Israeli) 
redeployment" from the West Bank. The PNA has been conduct- 
ing a dialogue with the Hamas for several months, despite a 
crackdown on the group's militants. Yediot said the PNA was 
Relaying an agreement with Hamas for fear that Israel opposed it. 
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Kabariti meets Yemeni, Tunisian ministers 


AMMAN (Petra) — Foreign Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti Sunday held talks with Tunisian Foreign Minister 
Habib Ben Yahya and Yemeni Foreign Minister Abdul 
Karim Al Iryani on bilateral relations and recent 
developments in the region. Mr Iryani, who made a short 
stop in Jordan on his way home back from a European 
tour, said the joint meeting with Mr. Kabariti and Mr. 
Ben Yahya discussed coordination for putting the Arab 
house in order. He called for Arab reconciliation in order to 
deal with what he described as the difficult challenges 
facing the Arab World. Both Mr. Iryani and Mr. Ben 
Yahya left Amman after the meeting.. 
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U.N. serves ultimatum to Serbs 

Remove heavy guns, clear Mount Igman and allow free 
access or face renewed NATO strikes, Mladic warned 


SARAJEVO (Agencies) — 
Rebuffed again by the Bos- 
nian Serbs, aggravated North 
Atlantic Treaty Organisation 
(NATO) leaders gave the re- 
bels a choice Sunday: Re- 
move heavy guns and end the 
3&-year- siege of Sarajevo or 
face more punishing air- 
strikes. 

Western diplomats and 
U.N. officials said the Serbs 
have until 11 p.m. (2100 
GMT) Monday to comply. 

U.S. Assistant Secretary of 
State Richard Holbrooke 
said “the bombs will recom- 
mence to fall” Monday if the 
Bosnian Serbs do not comply 
with the conditions set by the- 
U.N. .commander. 

In an interview with ABC 
television, Mr. Holbrooke 
said the timing of a resump- 
tion of NATO air strikes 
would be worked out by 
NATO commander Admiral 
Leighton Smith and U.N. 
commander General Bernard 
Janvier of France. 

Asked about apparent dis- 
crepancies between NATO 
ana the United Nations on 
when die deadline for Serb 
compliance is set, Mr. Hol- 
brooke said, “tomorrow 
sounds tike ours to me.” 

In a letter to Bosnian Serb 
commander General Ratko 
Mladic. Gen. Janvier deman- 


ded that Serb attacks on 
Sarajevo cease, that their 
heavy weapons be withdrawn 
20 kilometres from the city 
and that U.N. peacekeepers 
have freedom of movement 
and unrestricted access to the 
Sarajevo airport. 

“The clock is ticking and I 
assure you the bombs will 
recommence to fall if Mladic 
does not agree to the Janvier 
principles in his letter,” *Mr. 
Holbrooke said. 

In a separate interview 
with CNN, Mr. Holbrooke 
said there was unanimous 
support at a meeting: of 
NATO ministers in Brussels 
Saturday night for the ultima- 
tum to the Serbs. 

“Each nation spoke. Each 
nation supported the Amer- 
ican position. The U.N. sup- 
ported it. The French were 
especially strong,” he said.. 

The United Nations’ letter 
to Gen. Mladic contained 
three demands: 

— Attacks on Sarajevo and 
three other U.N.-declared 
safe areas, Tuzia, Gorazde 
and Bihac, stop immediately. 

— The Serbs must with- 
draw their heavy weapons 
outside of a 20-kilometre 
zone around Sarajevo. 

* — Complete freedom of 
movement must be restored 
for Internationa] aid orga- 


nisations and U.N. personnel 
around Sarajevo. The Serbs 
must permit the airport, 
closed since April, to reopen. 

“The letter made clear to 
Gen. Mladic what needs to 
be done, and he now knows 
very well how much time he 
has before NATO and the 
U.N. assess his compliance 
with the demands,” U.N. 
spokesman Chris Gun ness 
said. 

It also warned that if Serbs 
attack any safe area, air- 
strikes would resume, im- 
mediately, he said. 

Seeking to keep up the 
pressure, U.N. officials on 
Sunday reopened a road con- 
necting the besieged Bosnian 
capital with the outside world 
via the dangerous Mount Ig- 
man road. 

Traffic snaking along the 
1. 5-kilometre mountain route 
is subject to Serb fire. The 
route has not been open to 
commercial trucks bringing 
goods into the city or private 
cars for months. 

“We have agreed with the 
Bosnian government to en- 
sure traffic can enter and 
leave the city without prob- 
lems tomorrow,” said U.N. 
spokesman Guy Vi net in 
Sarajevo. “We don’t believe 
we need Serb assurances at 
this moment. We don’t have 


their assurances, but we in- 
tend to do it.” 

The route is protected by 
the rapid reaction force of 
British, French and Dutch 
soldiers who shelled Bosnian 
Serb targets around Sarajevo 
last week. 

However, the main roads 
in and out of Sarajevo, held 
by rebel Serbs, remained 
closed. 

Western diplomats in 
Sarajevo said. Sunday that 
NATO and U.N. officials 
had had lengthy discussions 
about targets and coordinat- 
ing the activities of NATO 
jets and the artillery of the 
U.N. rapid reaction force 
near Sarajevo. 

Speaking on NBC televi- 
sion, Adm. Smith, said Gen. 
Mladic should “wake up to 
reality.” 

“They have very little time 
in which to make a decision 
to start showing progress on 
this, and it’s up to them when 
the bombing starts, if it 
should start again,” Adm. 
Smith said. He called the 
demands non-negotiable. 

Gen. Mladic on Friday de- 
manded an end to NATO 
flights over Bosnia, and said 
there would be no attacks on 
safe areas if the United Na- 
tions ensured Bosnian gov- 
ernment forces did not attack 


from within them. 

The streets of Sarajevo 
were quiet Sunday, with no 
reports of sniping or shelling. 
U.N. officials said they had 
no reports of attacks on the 
other safe areas: Tuzia, in the 
north, Gorazde, a sur- 
rounded enclave in the south- 
east, or Bihac, in the far 
northwest. 

But they also said there 
was no indication the Serbs 
were pulling their weapons 
back. 

NATO countries launched 
airs trikes Wednesday in re- 
sponse to Serb shelling of 
Sarajevo two days earlier that 
killed 38 people. They sus- 
pended the attacks Friday to 
give Bosnian Serbs a chance 
to comply with U.N. de- 
mand*. 

Croatia, Bosnia and Serb- 
led Yugoslavia agreed to 
send iheiT foreign ministers 
to Geneva for peace talks 
Thursday. But Bosnian 
Prime Minister Haris Sila- 
jdzic said Bosnia might puli 
out of peace talks in Geneva 
if NATO and the United 
Nations compromised with 
the Bosnian Serbs. 

Adm. Smith said damage 
caused so far by the bombing 
campaign was “quite substan- 
tial” although information 
was limited. 


Bomb 
injures 4 
in Paris 
market 


— A 
press- 


PARIS (Agencies) 
homemade bomb in a 
ure cooker exploded in an 
outdoor market Sunday, 
slightly injuring four people 
and setting food stalls ablaze, 
officials said, as the French 
capital remained on high 
alert for new bombings. 

The blast shortly before 
noon at the weekend market 
on the Boulevard Richard 
Lenoir, near Place de la Bas-. 
tille, follow's two bombings in 
the past two months linked to 
Algerian extremists. 

There was no immediate 
claim of responsibility. 

“I turned around and saw a 
huge fireball that went into 
the air,” said John Hower, an 
American businessman. 
“The stall canopies started to 
bum, and I, like everybody 
else, started running.” 

“Then, when we saw the 
bomb was not that big, we 
came back to look at it,” said 
Mr. Hower, 46. 

Victims suffered leg and 
arm injuries as well as super- 
ficial bums, hospital officials 
said- 


interior Minister Jean- 
Louis Debre, who visited t(ie 
scene, described the bomb as 
‘‘an explosive device, 
apparently powerful, that 
was placed under a mer- 

i*. .,.ii ” 


chant’s stall. 

He said the detonator 
“apparently malfunctioned,” 
preventing the explosion 
from being stronger. 

Detectives were among 
thousands of shoppers at the 
market and called rescue ser- 
vices who rushed the injured 
to hospital suffering tight leg 
bums, eyewitnesses said. 


Israel, PLO resume talks 
despite split over Hebron 


EILAT (Agencies) — Israel 
and the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) resumed 
talks here Sunday on extend- 
ing Palestinian self-rule de- 
spite deep divisions over an 
Israeli army withdrawal from 
the flashpoint town of Heb- 
ron. 

Negotiators are trying to 
nail down a deal for extend- 
ing autonomy on the West 
Bank which is already 13 
months behind schedule and 
is to indude an Israeli army 
pullback, a transfer of civilian 
powers and elections to a 
self-rule coundl. 

Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin met Sunday with the 
main Israeli negotiators be- 
fore the talks, which were set 
to start later on the Red Sea 
coast, offidals said. 

Both sides hope to reach 
agreement on most of the 
outstanding issues this week 
before PLO leader Yasser 
Arafat and Foreign Minister 
Shimon Peres meet to tackle 
the thorniest problems. 

“The Eilat negotiations are 


almost finished but there are 
still a few problems which 
will be transferred for a poli- 
tical decision to Peres and 
Arafat and then possibly to 
the prime minister and Ara- 
fat.” said Israeli chief nego- 
tiator Uri Savir. 

Once they reach a deal, an 
offidal signing ceremony is 
due to be held by the end of 
September in Washington, 
which hosted the 1993 signing 
of the declaration of prind- 
ples for autonomy. 

Partial accords have been 
hammered out in the past two 
months, but deep differences ‘ 
remain over Hebron, prison- 
er releases and holding elec- 
tions in Jerusalem. 

Israel has proposed that 
Palestinians in East Jeru- 
salem vote by mail in elec- 
tions for a self-rule coundl. 
but the Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA) wants poll- 
ing booths in the dty. nego- 
tiators said Sunday. 

A compromise is being dis- 
cussed that would allow resi- 
dents in East Jerusalem 


vote at post offices, where 
they would place their ballots 
in envelopes. 

But Israel is demanding 
“stammped envelopes” to 
assure that ballots are being 
sent to a Palestinian self-rule 
area and that the voting is not 
taking place in East Jeru- 
salem. 

Israel agreed in 1993 to 
allow the 160,000 Palesti- 
nians living in Jerusalem to 
partidpate in elections for a 
self-rule coundl. 

Although Israel has agreed 
to withdraw its troops from 
most of the West Bank towns 
in line with the. autonomy 
accords struck with the PLO. 
it is refusing to leave Hebron, 
where 400 Jewish settlers live 
amid 110.000 Palestinians. 

Israel wants to retain con- 
trol of security in the town, 
while allowing Palestinian 
police to be deployed only in 
districts where there are no 
settlers. 

The settlers in turn have 


to 


(Continued on page 7) 


Qatar emir says normalisation 
of ties with Israel is premature 


A woman meat vendor told 
Reuters: “It was like every 
Sunday, the market was full 
to bursting.” 

“There was a loud, explo- 
sion and a woman started 
screaming. Then everybody 
just ran,” she said. 

Other witnesses said 
flames shot up from under 
the fruit stand but were 
quickly put out by market 
personnel. 


The mayor of the 11th 
arrondissement (district) of 
flic French capital, Georges 
Sane, said "real carnage” 
Jad been narrowly avoided, 
because although the detona- 
for went off, the explosives 
™d not catch. Four women 
* rere taken to hospital with 
superficial burns and injuries 
to their legs. 


DOHA .(Agencies) — 
Qatar’s emir. Sheikh Hamad 
Ben Khalifa Al Thani. said it 
was “premature” to consider 
setting up diplomatic ties 
with Israel, in an interview 
with Al Watan newspaper on 
Sunday. 

“Talking about normalisa- 
tion with Israel and estab- 
lishing diplomatic ties with 
Tel Aviv is premature,” 
Sheikh Hamad said in com- 
ments to mark the 24th 
anniversary of the Gulf 
state's independence from 
British rule. 

Sheikh Hamad, who re- 
placed his father Sheikh Kha- 
lifa in a bloodless palace coup 
on June 27. also slammed 
Bahrain for planning to build 
a tourist resort on the dis- 
puted islands of Hawar, one 
kilometre off Qatar. 

Doha announced on July 
29 that it would become the 
first Gulf Arab state to open 
an official representation in 
the Palestinian self-rule 
areas, but did not say 
whether it would do the same 
with Israel. 

Israeli officials visited 
Qatar for the first time in 
June 1994 to attend a session 
of Middle East multilateral 
talks on weapons non- 
proliferation. 

The emir said "the mulii- 



V 



Sheikh Hamad Al Thani 


lateral talks are not a substi- 
tute to the bilateral talks” 
between Israel and Syria, and 
Israel and Lebanon. 

Doha said last year it 
would be ready to sell li- 
quefied natural gas to Israel 
through a pipeline, if the two 
normalised ties and if the 
project was profitable. 

Qatar, a small oil produc- 
er. has been involved in 
multi-billion dollar projects 
to tap its giant North field, 
one of the biggest gas reser- 
voirs in the world with an 


estimated 7.09 trillion cubic 
metres. 

On the dispute with 
Bahrain, the emir said 
“Qatar's position is based 
upon the need to strictly 
abide by international law.” 

The Bahrain’s move “con- 
stitutes a violation of the 
principles within the frame of 
the solution to which the two 
parties have agreed and 
which does not permit the 
undertaking of such works,” 
Sheikh Hamad told Al 
Watan. 

The Qatari emir called on 
“the brothers in Bahrain” to 
cooperate with Doha and the 
International Court of Justice 
in the Hague to settle the 
sovereignty dispute. 

Bahrain has refused ro 
accept the jurisdiction of the 
court which decided in Janu- 
ary that it had jurisdiction 
and is expected to produce a 
verdict by the end of next 
year. 

Although Qatar has wel- 
comed mediation by its larger 
neighbour Saudi Arabia, it 
refused to drop its case at the 
Internationa! Court of Jus- 
tice. 

Bahrain in April boycotted 
a meeting with offidals from 
Qatar and the International 


(Continued on page 7) 


PLO says 


ousted 450 
Palestinians 


Gaza (R) — a group of 
450 Palestinians — the first of 
30.000 that Libya has decided 
to expel — has been stranded 
on the Ubyan-Egyptian bor- 
der for the past 10 days. 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) official said 
on Sunday. 

Libyan ’ leader Muammar 
Qadhafi- said in a speech at 
the weekend the expulsions 
would expose what he called 
the failure of the PLO-Israel 
peace deal by forcing millions 
of Palestinians to return to 
PLO-controlled areas — a 
move he predicted Israel 
would reject. 

The PLO offidal. who 
asked not to be identified, 
said Libya had ejected a first 
group of 450 to the border 
with Egypt. He said Egypt 
had barred their entry and 
Libya would not take them 
back. 

The Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA) in charge of 
Gaza and the West Bank 
enclave of Jericho, deman- 
ded on Sunday an immediate 
halt to the expulsions. 

"The PNA cabinet de- 
nounces that Libyan 'govern- 
jnent's measures against our 
Palestinian people which 
violate Arab ethics and 
mutual interests of the two 
brotherly peoples.” said 
Tayeb Abdul Rahim, general 
secretary of the authority. 

“We demand from the Li- 
byan government the im- 
mediate halt to its measures 
against Palestinians.” Mr. 
Abdul Rahim told Reuters. 
“QadhafTs statements are a 
deliberate incitement against 
the Palestinian people.”' 

PLO officials said last 
month Colonel Qadhafi sud- 
denly decided to expel about 

(Continued on page 7) 



ANTI-NUCLEAR PROTEST: More than 2,000 local and foreign anti- 
nuclear protesters march through Papeete, capital of Tahiti in French 
Polynesia, on Saturday to protest the French nuclear testing in 
Muroroa atoll, about 1,000 kilometres southeast of Papeete. Delegates 
from Japan, Australia, New Zealand and Europe joined the rally 
organised by a Polynesian pro-independence group (AFP photo) 


Work under way on Tapline, 
but no indication of oil supply 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — Maintenance 
work under way on an oil 
pipeline from Saudi. Atabia 
to Jordan is a routine annual 
exercise and does not indi- 
cate any immediate Saudi 
plan to resume oil supplies to 
Amman after a five-year 
hiatus, Jordanian officials 
and company executives said 
Sunday. 

They said the maintenance . 
work on the Trans-Arabian 
Pipeline (Tapline) that began 
weeks ago was planned 
months ago and had no bear- 
ing with recent developments 
that have raised the possibil- 
ity of Saudi Arabia replacing 
Iraq as Jordan’s oil suppliers. 

“We are doing our routine 
work that aims at keeping the 
pipeline in shape and in oper- 
ational conditions as we do 
periodically,'’ said a Tapline 
executive reached in the com- 


pany's offices in. Dhahran. 

“If there is a government 
derision to pump oil through 
the pipeline to Jordan, then 
we are not aware of it,” 
added the executive, who de- 
clined to be identified. 

‘Tve no information on 
the pipeline or oil,” said 
Minister of Energy and 
Mineral Resources Samih 
Darwazeh. He declined 
further comment, but sug- 
gested a check with him later. 

Other Jordanian sources 
also said the repair work was 
routine and that they were 
not aware of any Jordanian- 
Saudi discussions on resum- 
ing Saudi oil supply to Jor- 
dan. 

“Not just yet,” was the 
comment of an official, when 
asked Jordan was seeking 
Saudi oil. 

Reuter, which first re- 
ported the maintenance 
work, quoted diplomatic 
sources as saying that the 


pipeline could cany Saudi oil 
and end Jordan's dependence 
on Iraq for the Kingdom's oil 
needs. 

The Saudi government 
closed the pipeline, which 
can carry 70,000-80,000 bar- 
rels of oil per day, on Sept. 
19, 1990, in retaliation for 
what Riyadh perceived as 
Jordan's support for Iraq fol- 
lowing the August 1990 Iraqi 
invasion of Kuwait. 

The pipeline had actually 
been operational for 19 days 
after the Saudis promised to 
pump one million barrels of 
oil to Jordan in return for 
what is expected to be a 
Jordanian role in the interna- 
tional coalition against Iraq. 

In any event, Saudi oil 
supplies to Jordan had only . 
accounted for less than 15 per 
cent of Jordan’s annual needs 
before the closure of the 
pipeline Iraq used to supply 


(Continued on page 7) 


Assad, Mubarak dismiss 
impact of Iraqi defection 

Syrian leader says peace talks stalled 


CAIRO (Agencies) — The 
presidents of Syria and 
Egypt, key Arab allies in the 
coalition that defeated Iraq in 
1991. said Sunday they did 
not expect the downfall of. 
Saddam Hussein despite the 
defection last month of senior 
Iraqi officials. 

Syrian President Hafez Al 
Assad also said he was not 
optimistic about progress in 
the stalled peace talks with 
Israel, which he said were in 
a “state of stagnation.” 

Asked at a joint press con- 
ference following talks with 
Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak if he wai. optimistic 
about the Israel i-Syrian talks. 
Mr. Assad said. “No.” 

“The talks are in a state of 
stagnation.” Mr. Assad said. 

But he ruled out raising the 
talks to the level of foreign 
ministers, saying, "Israel has 
repeatedly made (that re- 


quest). It would have the 
opposite effect and could 
complicate (talks) more.” 

Most of the Israeli propos- 
als and demands are outside 
the framework of interna- 
tional resolutions. We must 
work within these resolu- 
tions. not outside them, and 
commit ourselves” to im- 
plementing them. Mr. Assad 
said. 

Israeli and Syrian chiefs of 
staff last met in Washington 
in June. 

Israeli television said on. 
Saturday that U.S. Secretary 
of State Warren Christopher 
may make a new shuttle to 
the Middle East in late 
September in a bid to un- 
block the Syrian-Israeli peace 
process. 

Mr. Assad and Mr. Mubar- 
ak described as exaggerated 
the threat posed to President 
Saddam by Gen. Hussein 


Kamel Hassan, his brother 
and their wives, both Presi- 
dent Saddam's daughters, 
who fled to Jordan on Aug. 
8 . 

“Some people had high 
hopes but I do not think that 
he is as big as the media has 
made him out to be,” Presi- 
dent ^ssad said of 
LieutenautiGeneral Hassan. 

The comments by Mr. 
Assad and Mr. Mubarak af- 
ter three-and-a-half hours of 
talks mirrored the cautious 
stance both have taken since 
the defections. The two coun- 
tries were prominent U.S. 
allies during the 1991 Gulf 
war, but they have since 
warned against meddling in 
Iraq’s internal affairs. 

Egypt, in particular, has 
tried to bring Iraq back into 
the Arab fold. Last month. 


(Continued on page 7) 


Jordan tightens border controls with Iraq 


By Rana Sabbagh 
Reuter 


the 


AMMAN — Jordan has 
tightened border controls 
with Iraq to prevent possible 
sabotage or smuggling of 
U.N.-banned goods as pan of 
a tougher line against Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein, offi- 
cials and diplomats said on 
Sunday. 

Travellers say the time 
needed for procedures at the 
desolate A! Karamah border 
post. 400 kilometres north- 
easi of Amman and Bagh- 


dad's only window on 
world, has risen from one 
hour to at least three hours. 

U.S. .Assistant Secretary of 
State Roben Pelletreau* vi- 
sited Jordan twice last month., 
seeking to tighten the econo- 
mic noose around Iraq fol- 
lowing top Iraqi defections ro 
the Kingdom. 

Jordan said it would not 
cut economic and trade links 
with Baghdad but pledged to 
tighten border controls to 
prevent any evasion of the 
sanctions imposed since Iraq 
invaded Kuwait in 1990. di- 


plomats said. 

Jordan has also feared re- 
prisals by Baghdad since the 
Aug. 8 defections of 
Lieutenant-General Hussein 
Kamel Hassan. mastermind 
of Iraq's military program- 
mes.- his brother and their 
wives — both daughters of 
President Saddam. King Hus- 
sein followed with a televised 
speech criticising the Iraqi 
leadership. 

Amman has reinforced the 
army and police guarding the 
180-kilometre long border 
with Iraq. Helicopters 


■ routinely fly over the barren 
desert frontier. 

• "We have taken all neces- 
sary precautions for all possi- 
ble retaliatory scenarios fol- 
lowing the Jordanian-Iraqi 
developments.” said a Jorda- 
nian official. "When you cor- 
ner a cat it might become a 
tiger.” 

“We Tightened border 
searches on passengers, 
trucks and vehicles to make 
sure no weapons or explo- 
sives come in and we are 


(Continued on page 7) 
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Iran, Syria back PKK bid to foil 
U.S.-backed truce, Iraqi Kurds say 


SALAHADIN (AFP) — 
Iran and Syria are backing 
Turkish Kurd separatists who 
have raided villages in north- 
ern Iraq and killed at least 
seven civilians. Iraqi Kurdish 
officials charged. 

Guerrillas of the Kurdish 
Labour Party (PKK) have 
attacked at least 25 Iraqi 
Kurd villages on the Turkey- 
Iraq border since Aug. 24. 
officials from the Kurdistan 
Democratic Partv (KDP) told 
AFP. 

"The PKK is supported by 
Iran and Syria. We have con- 
firmation that Iran allowed 
more than 300 PKK fighters 
to come through Iran into the 
area controlled by us.” said 
Bruska Shaways.'a member 
of the KDP leadership. 

He charged the two coun- 


Neither Iran nor Syria 
want peace between the 
Kurds, he said. "They espe- 
cially don't want a peace 
under the auspices of Amer- 
ica because that would 
strengthen its rule in this 
area." 


The accord signed in Ire- 
land is seen as 'a first step 
towards a fragile peace in the 
region, controlled by the 
Kurds in defiance of Baghdad 
since 1991 with the backing of 
a U.S.-led coalition. 


villagers have now set up 
nightly patrols. 

"They came at midnight. 
They killed one man and 
took my brother as a hostage. 
He had always been friendly 
with them when they, had 
come to the village before 
asking for food.” said Besma 
Mussa. 35. from Tshauma. 


and Iran to stop their support 
for the PKK.” Mr. ShaWays 
said. 


>jctries were trying to stir up 
‘trouble between the KDP- 
■and its rivakthe Patriotic Un- 
ion of Kurdistan (PUK) who. 
signed a U.S.-brokered truce 
in August to end a bitter 
power struggle which erupted 
in Mav 1994. 


The inter-Kurd conflict, 
which has left more than 
2.000 dead, has seen the re- 
gion cut in half. All the main 
PKK bases are in the eastern 
region under PUK control. 

•‘Without the agreement of 
PUK. the PKK fighters could 
not have crossed their terri- 
tory." KDP spokesman Sami 
Abdul Rahman said. 


Apart from the seven civi- 
lians. 15 KDP fighters and 40 
PKK militiamen have also 
been killed in the attacks and 
another 35 civilians injured, 
according to KDP figures. 


In its weekly paper Welat. 
the PKK said they were 
attacking the KDP because it 
refused to ‘join the fight for 
"a greater Kurdistan.” And it 
added the party had to be 
wiped out because it- was 
backing Turkey's bid to crush 
PKK rebels. 


It is the Iraqi Kurd villa- 
gers who are caught in the 
middle, and have seen PKK 


fighters whom they helped in 
the past turn on them. Some 


But the PUK has yet to 
denounce the violence, and 
accused the KDP of seeking a 
military backing from Turkey 
fighting an 11-year battle 
against the PKK which wants 
to set up an independent 
Kurdish- homeland in south- 
eastern Anatolia. 

Foreign ministers ' from 
Turkey. ' Syria and Iran are 
due to hold a meeting on 
Sept. 7. 

"Our delegate in Ankara 
will ask Turkey to press Syria 


Ankara has twice this year 
launched a huge military 
offensive against PKK camps 
in northern Iraq, which is 
used as a rear base by the 
guerrillas. 

And although it criticised 
the incursions? the KDP has 
agreed to help Turkey patrol 
the border to halt PKK cross- 
border attacks launched from 
inside northern Iraq. : 

"'In’' the spring ' we ' were 

•Lv -r' 'I— 


pe'rsecUted' By; the Turks far' 
helping' hte PKK'. Now the' 
PKK is making trouble, isn't 


it absurd?” asked a young 
mechanic from' a border vil- 
lage. . . 


Kuwaitis hope ‘missing’ prisoners are alive 


KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — 
Umm Ahmad last saw her 
35-year-old son alive five 
years ago when she found 
him in a Kuwaiti prison the 
day after Iraqi soldiers had 
dragged him away from his 
wife and children. 


A robust women of 6*) with 
a round, brown face and 
wearing a black Muslim 
headscraf. she grimaced as 
she recalled the moment he 
rc-emerged from a cell hours 
after his arrest in the family 
home. 


alive. 

They have heard they are 
alive from Iraqis who fled to 
Jordan, from Arabs who vi- 
sited Baghdad after the 1991 
Gulf war to free Kuwait, or 
from some of the hundreds of 
Kuwaitis who escaped during 
the post-war Shiite Muslim 
revolt in southern Iraq. 


"He was shrivelled up like 
a shrimp. He was doubled 
over in pain. Blood was all 
over him. Blood on his arms. 
Blood on his legs. Blood. 
Blood. Blood. Everywhere 
blood." she said. "He could 
not utter one word." 

He was charged with serv- 
ing in the resistance. 

But like many of the rela- 
tives of the 6b5 men and 
women Kuwait says were 
taken to Iraq during ihe 1990- 
1991 occupation. Umm 
Ahmad, which is not her real 
name, holds onto shreds of 
hope the prisoners arc still 


"I still have hope.” said 
Umm Ahmad, who did not 
want to be named for fear of 
damaging her son's case. 

Last week Kuwait and Iraq 
held their first talks on their 
border to discuss the fate of 
the missing, although no de- 
tails have emerged yet. 

Officials at Kuwait’s 
national committee for the 
missing and prisoners of war 
affairs here have expressed 
cautious optimism that Iraq 
may start accounting for 
more of the missing. 

But the official Iraqi News 
Agency has denied reports 
from these officials that 
Baghdad had admitted to- 
having transferred 116 pris- 
oners to Iraq during the 
occupation. 

The nephew and niece of 


Faisal Abdul Hamid Al Sane. 
• a Kuwaiti and former Baath 
Party member as well as a 
friend of Iraqi President Sad- 
dam Hussein, 'said they be- 
lieve their uncle, a brother 
and two cousins arrested with 
him are still alive. 

Faisal was arrested after he 
refused an offer by Saddam's 
envoys to head a puppet gov- 
ernment. 


health as he had suffered a 
mild hean attack two weeks 
before the invasion. 

Mariam said what is "burn- 
ing me inside" is that time 
has stood still for her brother 
while the rest of the world 
has moved on. 


Arab League delegates 
sent to Baghdad after the 
conflict said they were told 
privately Sane was* alive but 
learned little else because his 
case was directly in President 
Saddam's hands, his nephew 
Khaidoun Abdul Latif Al 
Sane said. 


"If they wanted to get rid 
of him. they could have done 
it immediately," he said. 

Khaldoun's sister Mariam 
said she learned the Iraqis 
had taken one of the prison- 
ers to a doctor when he fell ill 
after a detainee in another 
cell died. 

"They didn’t want him to 
die," she said. 

However, they were wor- 
ried about their uncle’s 


After supporting the low- 
key diplomatic approach for 
years. Khaidoun said the only 
way to win the prisoners' 
release is for the United 
States and other Western 
powers to pressure Saddam. 

He fears the U.N. Security 
Council's permament mem- 
bers — the United • States, 
Britain, France, Russia and 
China — might lift some of 
the sanctions imposed on 
Iraq after its invasion of 
Kuwait. 


However. Washington is 
sticking to its demand that 
Iraq comply with all U.N. 
resolutions, including the re- 
lease of the prisoners. 

Umm Ahmad meanwhile 
placed some hope in signs the 
Iraqi leader might be losing 
his grip on power. “I hope 
Saddam falls and maybe they 
will be freed.” she said. 


Brotherhood accuses 


Cairo of victimisation 


CAIRO (AFP) — The Mus- 
lim Brotherhood accused the 
Egyptian government on 
Sunday of trying to force it 
out of 'upcoming parliamen- 
tary elections by putting 50 of 
its members on trial before 
military courts. 

"The government has re- 
sorted to military courts to 
deprive these prisoners of 
their right to run for office 
and to be elected," the ban- ' 
ned Muslim fundamentalist 
group said in a statement 
received by AFP. 

The government “has 
shown its insistence on bar- 
ring the moderate Islamic 
movement from playing its 
role and conducting its duty,” 
the Brotherhood said. 

President Hosni Mubarak 
ordered 50 arrested Muslim 
Brothers on Thursday to be 
brought before a military 
court, in the first trial of the 
group since the Brotherhood 
leader, Sayed Qutb. was con- 
demned to death in 1965. 

The daily Al Ah ram said 
they would go on trial on 
charges of having “broken 
the law on organising politic- 
al parties" and for trying to 
“recreate a banned party." 

Chief among the 50 is 
Essam Eryan. assistant 
general secretary of the 
Brotherhood-controlled 
medical union and a former 
parliament member, who was 
arrested in January. 

“We had hope that with 
coming elections, the govern- 
ment would take positive 
steps including measures to 
repeal emergency laws and 
the law against terrorism and 
to open up personal liber- 


ties." the Brotherhood sajd. 

The group called on “all 
national parties and powers 
to use all legal means to stop 
this aggression.” 

• The Brotherhood has 
announced plans to enter 
elections due this November 
unlike previous contests 
which the group has 
boycotted. 

The Brotherhood was set 
up in 1929 but banned by 
former President Gamal 
Abdul Nasser in 1954. Many 
. of its members were jailed in 
1965 for trying to overthrow 
Abdul Nasser and then re- 
leased by his successor. 
Anwar Sadat. 


Since 1976 it has been 
tolerated because of its non-. 


violent stand, although the 
ban was never officially 


ban was never officially 
lifted. The party wants an 
Islamic state based on Islamic 
law. but it officially rejects 
the use of arms. 

But Mr. Mubarak accused 
the Muslim Brotherhood in 
1994 of "being behind" 
attacks by Islamic militants in 
Egypt # that have now left 
more than S60 people dead in 
three years. 

Thirty Brotherhood mem- 
bers were arrested in Janu- 
ary. and another 19 were 
netted in a police sweep in 
July. Another is on the run. 
while 23 of those arrested 
have been released from cus- 
tody. 

Mr. Mubarak has ordered 
military courts to try militants 
waging a battle since March 
1992 to topple the govern- 
ment. There is no' right of 
appeal. 


Talibans retook town, 


Iranian agency reports 


TEHRAN (Agencies) — 
Taliban movement fighters 
have captured a main town in 
western Afghanistan from 
government troops and 
forced them to withdraw-., the 
official Iranian news agency 
IRNA reported Saturday. 

The agency, quoting' in- 
formed sources in border re- 
gions with Afghanistan, said 
the town of Farah had fallen 
on Friday after stepped up 
clashes between the. student- 
led Taliban movement and Br 
forces loyal "to ^President. 

' Burhariuddin 'Rabbani in/'' 
southwetem Afghanistan. 

Government forces were 
forced to retreat toward Shin- 
dand. some HXJ kilometres to 
the north where they have a 
major air base. 

The fall of Farah prompted 
many civilians to evacuate 
the town and seek shelter in 
safe areas. IRNA said, 
adding clashes were con- 
tinuing Saturday around 
Farah and the region of 
Ghorraa. about 100 
kilometres to the east. 

The defeat would be a ma- 
jor set back for Rabhani. 
whose troops joined the 
forces of Ismael Khan, the 
governor of Herat province, 
to defeat the militant Islamic 
Talibans in the southwestern 
provinces of Farah and Nim- 
ruz in mid-May. 

The government made ma- 
jor advances in August in 
Khandahar. the Talibans 
stronghold near Pakistan, 
taking the areas of Delaram 
and Gereshk in Helmand 


Afghan militia there since 
early August. 

A Russian manager at 
Sharjah-based air company 
Trans Avia, which arranged, 
the chartering of the 
Tatarstan-based Aerostan 
plane which was forced to 
land by the Islamic Taliban 
militia on Aug. 3. said Rus- 
sian diplomat Zamil Kabulov 
left Sharjah for Kandahar 
early on Sunday. 
rj Mr. : . Kabulov j s a counsel- 
lor jjt, the. Russian embassy in 
Pakistan. ‘ 


"He • was accompanied by 
the top Muslim authority of 
Tatarstan, a senior Tatarstan 
government official and the 
president of the Aerostan 
company." he said. 

Last week the Afghan mili- 
tia demanded that a confer- 
ence with United Nations 
participation be held in 
southern Afghanistan to disc- 
cuss the fate of the seven 
Russians. 


The militia also said they 
wanted Russian assurances 
that Moscow will not inter- 
fere in internal Afghan 
affairs. 

The Russian manager said 
on Sunday it was not dear if a 
U.N. representative would 
join rhe delegation in Kanda- 
har. "Someone from the 
U.N. should be meeting with 
this delegation, but we are 
not sure of the details." he 
said. 


province. 

The Talibans, however, re- 
took the regions this week-, 
forcing government forces to 
retreat from Helmand. 


Bid to free captives 


A delegation of Russian 
and Tatarstan offidals left for 
Afghanistan early on Sunday 
in a fresh attempt to win the 
release of seven Russian air- 
men held captive by an 


United Nations special en- 
voy Mahmoud Mestiri. who 
reports to U.N. Secretary- 
General Boutros GhaJi. is 
seeking peace between the 
Islamic Taliban militia and 
the Kahul government. 

The Taliban, fighting the 
Kabul government, has de- 
manded a list of what it says 
are 60.000 Afghans held in 
Russia since the occupation 
of Afghanistan by the former 
Soviet Union in the 19W)s. 

Moscow has denied it is 
holding any Afghans. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Likud woos Palestinian 'collaborators’ 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Dozens of Palestinians who collabo- 
rated with Israel have joined the main right-wing opposi- 
tion Likud party, the Israeli news agency Him reported 
Sunday. Palestinians from the occupied territories have 
met with Likud leader Benjamin Netanyahu and pledged 
their support, the agency said. They said they had been let 
down by the ruling Labour party which "abandoned them 
after using them,” I tint said. Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin's government "shamelessly dropped us, and we have 
no official status.” the agency quoted them “saying. A 
Palestinian from Hebron on the West Bank said Palestinian 1 
police had tracked him down "right down to the streets of 
Tel Aviv." Mr. Netanyahu "promised us that when be 
forms a government he will think of us. he told Itim. 
Around 700 “collaborators " and their families have been 
settled in Israel over the past years, Likud deputy David 
Mena said Sunday. They receive $600 per family a month 
and some have been given Israeli nationality in reward for 
their help. However, most live in lsraeh-Arab areas where 
they meet with hostility from other inhabitants. The press 
reported Sunday they had difficulty getting their children 
into local schools. 


Sanaa wants Cairo to rein in Yemeni exiles 


CAIRO (AFP) — Sanaa said on Sunday it expeas Egypt to 
rein in Yemeni political exiles living on Us soil after the two 
countries sign a security cooperation agreement. The 
security accord "gives the two countries equivalent powers ' 
just as in any bilateral agreement.” Yemeni Interior 
Minister Hussein Mohammad Arab told the Arab daily Al 
Sharq Al Awsat. "We expect cooperation from Cairo in the 
matter of Yemeni political exiles so that they don't work 
against their country." said Mr. Arab, who will sign the 
accord with his Egyptian counterpart. Cairo, for its part, 
has accused Sanaa of harbouring Egyptian militants seek- 
ing to overthrow the government. Neither side has speci- 
fied when the signing will take place for the accord, which 
was announced during a visit by Yemeni President Ali 
Abdullah Saleh to Egypt in July. The Yemeni minister told 
the London-based paper that the accord will detail the 
“types of criminals" the two countries will extradite to each 
other. It will also outline “the realms of security coopera- 
tion and other matters, snch as the fight against terrorism 
and drugs." Mr. Arab said. 


Couple sentenced to 230 lashes for adultery 


DUBAI (AFP) — A married woman has been sentenced to 
140 lashes for adultery and her bachelor boyfriend to 90 
lashes for indulging in sex outside marriage, a newspaper 
here said Sunday. The pair were convicted by the Islamic 
criminal court of* Sharjah, one the seven emirates making 
up the United Arab Emirates (UAE), the Gulf News 
reported without giving the names or the nationalities of 
the couple. Hie woman's flogging is be carried out in two 
sessions, said the newspaper, adding that a watchman at 
the farm where the couple used to meet was sentenced to 
three months in jail for "encouraging Immoral acts." Hie 
same court has also sentenced to a one-year prison term, 
reduced to deportation, a painter who was found guilty of 
sexually abusing a maid in. the kitchen of a house where he 
was working. In Dubai, another member of the UAE. an 
unmarried expatriate couple wfes arrested for having an 
illicit relationship after the 20-year-old woman gave birth to 
a child. She said her 24-year-old partner had promised to; 
marry her. The boyfriend, however, denied he did so, and' 
the investigation showed that he has entered the country 
illegally, the Gulf News exported. 


Jsrael to upgrade^ Turkish planes 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Israel has won a major contract to 

c 4 r 4 m * .... i __ 


modernise 54 F-4 Phantom warplanes for the Turkish air 
force, sources in Israel Aircraft Industries said Sunday. 
They said that a framework agreement has been initialled, 
but that a final price tag was still being negotiated. 
However, an industry source said the deal would be worth 

-lhniit (Am millUn tk. Uf. 1 C - 1 -in 


about $600 million and extend the life of the jet by 15-230 
years. The source, speaking on condition of anonymity, 
said American and European companies also competed for 
the deal. The I960s-vimage U.S.-manufactured aircraft will 
be fitted with advanced avionic systems including high- 
resolution radar. They will receive new armament, naviga- 
tion and electronic warfare systems and a new main 
computer. Several other Israeli high-tech concerns will 
participate in the project as subcontractors. They include 
Elta. EI-OP. Elbit. Elisra. Astronautics. Orbit and Rafael. 


Son of ex-Yemeni president killed 


FAIRFAX. Virginia (AP) — The son of a former president 
of Yemen killed when his car rolled over after a dispute 
with another motorist, authorities said. Ali Ahmad G hash- 
mi. 21 . died Aug. 26 after the accident the previous day in 
which his brother. 1 9-year-old Abdul Rahman Ghashmi. 
also was injured. The younger brother was treated at a 
hospital and released. The victim, a student at George 


Washington University, was the son of the late Ahmad 
Ghashmi. The elder Ghashmi took power in the former 
Yemen Arab Republic in October 1977 after his predeces- 
sor was assassinated, and .ruled until June 197S when he 
also was assassinated. Ghashmi was succeeded by the 
current President Ali Abdullah Saleh, who led the northern 
Yemen Arab Republic and the socialist People's Democra- 
tic Republic of Yemen to unification in 1990. Witnesses 
said a blue car cut off the brothers' car as a two-lane road 
narrowed to one lane. The brothers tried unsuccessfully to 
pass the blue car. Both cars accelerated when the closed 
lane reopened, and the brothers' car left the road and, 
rolled over, police spokesman Lucy Caldwell said. Invests 
gators still were looking for the driver of the blue car. 
police said Friday. 
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Her Majesty Queen Noor Sunday visits a Wadi Seer Development Project started in 
1994 (photo by George Crystal) 

Queen visits community development 
project in Bassa, Iraq Al-Amir 


Amman (J.T.) — Her 
Majesty Queen Noor Sun- 
day inspected the Wadi 
Seer Community Develop- 
ment Project established by 
the Noor A1 Hussein Foun- 
dation (NHF) at Al-Bassa 
village and at Iraq Al-Amir, 
a Royal Court statement 
said. 

Queen Noor visited “AI- 
Noof" kindergarten, which 
she opened last March to 
serve the pre-school chil- 
dren of the village. 

The kindergarten was 
established in 1994 with 
various sources of support 
including the Christian 
Children's Fund. 

The Queen inspected the 
kindergartens’ educational 
and recreational facilities, 
the statement said. 


vices, supply clean drinking 
water and s anitati on facili- 
ties, ensure an equitable and 
efficient water distribution 
system for agriculture and 
generate long-term employ- 
ment particularly for poor 
women, it said. 

The statement said Queen 
Noor toured the textile 
weaving centre located in a 
renovated farmhouse, 
which was set up in Febru- 
ary 1994 with the aid of 
looms and a weaving 
expert from the government 
of China. 

The Canadian embassy 
provided funds for faster 
and wider In dian looms that 
can produce up to two- 
metre wide fabric and help 
satisfy local market 
demand. 


Queen Noor, the Chair- .... 

person of the National Tapia ?""The Queen also visited the 1 
Force. for Children, stared ,,10 .buildings undergoing 
that ' some- -of the Tk# k Innovations to suit the NHF 
Force’s primary objectives plans to transform the corn- 


will be to assess and recom- 
mend improvements, in 
early childhood educational 
projects in the Kingdom 
and to increase the number 
of qualified well-trained 
staff in children’s centres. 

Queen Noor visited the 
Iraq AJ-Amir project, which 
was also initiated in 1994, 
with a grant from the gov- 
ernment of Switzerland, to 
integrate comprehensive 
socio-economic progress in 
the five villages of the area 
with (he development of 
sustainable tourism, accord- 
ing to the statement 

The two-year project will 
revise traditional Jordanian 
crafts, provide health ser- 


plex into a handicrafts vil- 
lage that will preserve the 
cultural heritage - of the 
region and would be linked 
to the archaeological site of 
Iraq Al-Amir thus enhanc- 
ing its touristic appeal and 
increasing the benefits to 
the community. 

Queen Noor inaugurated 
the NHFs food processing 
training course for women 
that aims to improve house- 
hold nutrition, generate 
income as well as maximise 
the use of agricultural 
resources, the statement 
said. 

Fifteen participants have 
enrolled in the five-day 
course, which is held -in 


cooperation with the Uni- 
versity of Jordan and the 
Agricultural Marketing 
Institution. 

She also visited one of the 
six medicinal herb schemes 
that enable women to turn 
their home gardens and 
unexploited lands into mar- 
ket gardens for aromatic 
and medicinal herbs. 

The, project which cur- 
rently yields 1,200 kilo- 
grammes per dunum in 
thyme and sage per year, 
educates women on the uses 
and benefits of these herbs 
and assists them in market- 
ing their produce. 

The NHF Medicinal 
Herbs Projects, which have 
reduced Jordan's imports of 
thyme and sage by 10 per 
cent, aim to satisfy the 
country’s local demand. 
'•Thfe- staiemenr"saffln , iliar 
Queen Noor ended her visit 
by inspecting the irrigation 
canals maintenance project 
in Bassa and Iraq Al-Amir, 
which irrigates 1,650 
dunums and benefits 250 
families. 

A joint project with the 
Ministry of Water and Irri- 
gation and the village coun- 
cil is under way to renovate 
the spring site and to con- 
struct a dam for collecting 
the spring’s water. 

President of the NHFs 
Executive Committee, 
Director of the NHF, mem- 
bers of the NHF Board of 
Trustees, the Director of the 
Department of Antiquities 
and other officials accom- 
panied Queen Noor on the 
tour, the statement said. 
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. FILM 

* "Le Petit Prince A Dit" at the 
French Cultural Centre at 8:00 p jh. 


PLAY 

* Play (in Arabic) entitled "The 
Mule" at the Royal Cultural Centre 
at 7:30 p.m. 

DARAT AL FUNUN 
SUMMER '95 ACTIVITIES 

Exhibitions 

* Works of graphic art by several 
artists and students at the South 
Gallery. 

•Photography of Jordan, 'Elements 
in Harmony' by Hala Hodieb at the 
Blue House. 

* Display of painted stone and steel, 
1 Embargo Art' by Iraqi artist Nuha 
A1 Radi at the Garden of the Blue 
House. 

•Tarty Morning Scribbles' by 
Lebanese artist Amin A1 Basha and 
Jordanian artist Rajwa Bint Ali and 
Late Night Scribbles' by Amin A1 
Basha and Jordanian artist Ali 
Bennamet. 


* Sculpture by Rajwa Bint Ali at the 
Open Air Sculpture workshop, 

*Ceramic shop at the Lower Garden. 

*Works by contemporary Arab 
artists at the Central Gallery. 

* 3-D experiments in calligraphy by 
Usama Khalidi at Library. 


EXHIBITIONS 

* Work by Ali Al TJbaidi at the 
Royal Cultural Centre. 

* Works by Mohammad Ali Shakir 
at Ab'ad Art Gallery. 

•Paintings by Palestinian artist 
Samira Badran at Abdul Hameed 
Shoman Foundation, Jabal Amman. 

•Exhibition of Egyptian products at 
the Amman International Auto 
Show, Airport Road. 

•Exhibition demonstrating the 
development of cinema over the 
past century at the French Cultural 
Centre. 


Jordan Times, Monday, September 4, 1995 


UNRWA workers freeze strike pending 

talks with commissioner general 

. ■> 

Agency postpones closure of sciences faculty 


By Ghatia Ahil 

Special to the Jordan limes 

AMMAN — ‘ UNRWA 
workers have derided to 
freeze the strike they were 
going to stage today pending 
the outcome of talks they 
plan to hold with UNRWA 
Commissioner General liter 
Tttrkmen who will arrive in 
Jordan SepL 15, UNRWA 
labour committee sources 
said Sunday. 

"If the results of the talks 
are positive, we will cancel 
the strike. If not, we will go 
on strike SepL 18," Moham- 
mad Mnheisen, president of 
the Local Employees Union 
at UNRWA, which planned 
the strike, told the Jordan 
Times. 

Meanwhile, Mr. Turkmen 
announced Sunday that the 
agency has postponed for 
one year its decision to stop 
the new intake of students at 
the Educational Sciences 
Faculty in Amman. 

In a statement to the Jor- 
dan Times, Ml TBrkmen 
said the derision was taken 
after consultations with the 


Jordanian government and 
the Palestinian National 
Authority with the under- 
standing that they will try to 
"convince the donor coun- 
tries to provide the neces- 
sary financial resources for 
an adequate financing of the 
faculty in the future." 

UNRWA, the United 
Nations Relief and Works 
Agency, had earlier decided 
to shut down the faculty 
after the graduation of its 
522 present students, 
attributing the derision to 
budget constraints. 

The decision outraged 
Palestinian refugees in Jor- 
dan, with the dear of the fac- 
ulty. Izzeddin Manasrah, 
describing it as a "faulty 
political decision that 
harmed the interest of the 
Palestinian refugees." 

In a letter to the commis- 
sioner general, representa- 
tives of the Palestinian 
refugee camps in Jordan had 
urged the agency to recon- 
sider its decision to close 
down the faculty. 

They said that the faculty 
has contributed in " fillin g a 



Dter Tfirkmen 


gap that the refugees were in 
deep need of." 

"The agency is determined 
to proceed with its policies 
to cut down its services to 
the refugees with the objec- 
tive of eventually terminat- 
ing those services....despite 
its cl aims that it does not 
intend to reduce them at this 
time," said the camps' repre- 
sentatives. 

The reversal of the deri- 


p sion to dose down the col- 
lege was one of the demands 
that were to be pressed by 
UNRWA workers during the 
postponed strike. 

Other demands include the 
provision of better health, 
education and social ser- 
vices as well as improved 
- terms for end of service 
compensations and salary 
increases to cope with the 
rising cost of living. 

UNRWA sources said that 
the agency's ability to meet 
those demands will depend 
on the availability of new 
funds. 

They said foe commission- 
er general had earlier 
promised to consider giving 
salary hikes in the be ginning 
of next year after foe meet- 
ing of foe Geoeral Assembly 
of the United Nations in Jan- 
uary, which will discuss 
UNRWA's budgeL 

"If the donor countries 
commit new contributions to 
UNRWA, the agency will be 
able to give salary increas- 
es," informed sources said. 

The sources brushed aside 
fears that UNRWA could be 


closed down in the near 
future. 

"UNRWA was established 
by a political decision and 
its closure will also require a 
political decision. This is a 
process that would take 
yean because foe problem 
of refugees las not been 
resolved yet," said foe 
sources, who requested 
anonymity. 

UNRWA employs about 
20,000 workers of whom the 
majority are Palestinian 
refugees who benefit from 
foe agency's health, educa- 
tion and social services. 

Those services have been 
reduced in the past years due 
to what UNRWA insists are 
purely financial reasons. 

UNRWA's largest opera- 
tions are in Jordan, which 
hosts the highest number of 
Palestinian refugees. 

UNRWA's employees in 
the agency's other areas of 
operation, Syria, Lebanon, 
Gaza and foe West Bank, 
wil] join in foe SepL 18 
strike if talks with Mr. Turk- 
men fail, the labour commit- 
tee sources said. 


Fire destroys Shobak farm 



Senate Speaker Ahmad Lawzi Sunday meets with visiting Tbnisian Foreign Minister Al 
Habib Ben Yahyah to discuss parliamentary affairs (Petra photo) 


Visiting Tunisian minister meets 
with Senate, House speakers 


By Rana Hussein! 

Special io the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Firefighters in 
Shobak Sunday battled for 
more than six hours to extin- 
guish a blaze at dawn which 
destroyed a farm in Ma’nn, 
Civil Defence Department 
(CDD) officials said- 

Captain Farid Share’, 
director of the CDD, told the 
Jordan Times Snnday that 
the fire had engulfed a 30- 
metre by 12-metre barn. 

The blaze then spread 
throughout foe entire farm, 

he pddeffc *• • . . 1 „ 

‘•Tvyqnty sheep and" 70 rab- 
bi&'were killed, and 1,000 
wooden boxes and 10 tonnes 
of fresh garlic and other 
agricultural equipment were 
destroyed,"’ the CDD offi- 
cial said, adding that no one 
was injured. 

Moreover, the fire burned 
documents, including, pass- 
ports and work permits 
belonging to seven Egyptian 
workers at foe farm. 

Suspecting arson, CapL 
Share' said, “We have not 
determined who started the 
fire or the materials used in 
foe fire ” 

Four people killed in 
accidents 

Four people including 
three children were killed in 
separate accidents, accord- 
ing to police and CDD 
reports. 

In Karak, an eight-year- 
child was killed and her sis- 
ter was listed in critical con- 
dition Saturday after being 
run over by a pick-up truck. 

The police report said 
Huda Suleiman was cross- 
ing a street in Al Zira’ neigh- 


bourhood with her six-year- 
old sister Mahmouda. The 
impact of the truck killed 
her instantly, it said. 

Also on Saturday in Irbid 
in a similar accident, a 
three-year-old girl was 
killed and her brother was 
listed in good condition after 
being struck by a bus. 

The toddler, Riham, was 
crossing a street with her 
brother Ahmad when the 
accident occurred. 

A police official said that 
foe drivers in both incidents 
.are. in police custody pend- . 
iijg fiufoisr investigation. He 
would not identify, them. . . 

In Al Masbare’ area, CDD 
frogmen retrieved the body 
of a 13-year-old child who 
drowned in King Abdullah 
Canal. 

Witnesses to the accident 
said Ziad Mohammad went 
swimming in the canal and 
minutes later he started call- 
ing for help. 

Also on Saturday in 
Mafraq, a 20-year-old man 
was killed in his backyard 
after an old handgrenade he 
was tampering with explod- 
ed, ripping his body apart, 
official reports said. 

A police official told foe 
Jordan Times Sunday that 
foe victim, who was not 
identified was hammering a 
□ail into the grenade, and it 
exploded 

The official said the man 
was mentally ill and was 
alone when foe accident 
occurred 

He added that a hammer 
was found in his hand 

“We have no idea how or 
where the man found the 
handgrenade,” foe official 
said, adding that police were 
investigating foe incident 


AMMAN (Petra) — 
Tunisian Minister of Foreign 
Affairs Al Habib Ben Yahya 
Sunday met with foe speak- 
ers of Parliament and dis- 
cussed parliamentary affaire 
and relations between the 
two countries. 

At foe meeting with 
Ahmad Lawzi, speaker of 
foe- Senate, Mr. Ben Yahya 
said Tunisia supports Jor- 
dan's endeavours to achieve 
a just and comprehensive 
peace as well as the King- 
dom’s moderate policies 
with regard to various 


regional and international 
issues. 

Referring to foe question 
of Jerusalem, Mr. Ben Yahya 
said Tunisia calls for foe 
return of the Arab sector of 
the city to Arab sovereignty, 
and Jean salem represents the 
focal point in the Middle 
East peace process. 

Mr. Lawzi outlined Jor- 
dan's position with regard to 
the peace process and Jor- 
dan's position vis-a-vis 
Jerusalem. 

Speaker of the Lower 
House Sa'ad Hayel Srour 


called for Jordanian- 
Tunisian cooperation in par- 
liamentary affaire. 

Mr. Srour also briefed the 
Tunisian minister on the 
ongoing preparations for foe 
Afro-Arab parliamentary 
dialogue meeting scheduled 
for Jan. 1996 in Amman. 

He said foe event will help 
Arab and African parliamen- 
tarians find common 
denominators for .future 
cooperation. 

Present at the meetings 
was Foreign Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti. 


Yemen, Jordan talks centre on goods exchange 


Slovenia looks for increased 
trade relations with Jordan 



Minister of Industry and Trade AB Abul Ragheb Sunday 
meets with visiting Yemeni Minister of Supply and Trade 
Mohammad Afandi (Petra photo) 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Republic of Slovenia seeks 
to increase its economic ties 
with Jordan and to invest in 
the Kingdom, according to 
Slovenia's honorary consul 
to Jordan, Haidar Murad. 

In a statement to foe Jor- 
dan News Agency, Petra, 
Mr. Murad said that numer- 
ous Slovenian businessmen 
had indicated they were 
willing to promote trade 
relations with Jordan and 
launch joint ventures with 
Jordanian partners whom he 
described as enjoying good 
international credibility and 
reputation. 

Jordan was the first Arab 
country to establish diplo- 
matic ties with Slovenia, Mr. 
Murad said, following foe 
break up of the Federal 
Republic of Yugoslavia of 
which Slovenia was a con- 
stituent pan. 

Relations between the two 
sides have always been 
promising especially in foe 
economic fields, he added. 

With Slovenia now eligi- 
ble to join foe European 


Union, Ml Murad said, 
Slovenia's trade partners, 
including- Jordan, stand to 
benefit .a great deal. 

Mr. Murad said Slovenia’s 
exports to Jordan far exceed 
its imports from the King- 
dom. 

In 1994 Slovenia sold Jor- 
dan products worth JD 

2.767.700 and imported JD 

281.700 worth of Jordanian 
products. 

He said Slovenia has been 
selling Jordan a variety of 
goods notably alu mini um, 
iron and steel, electrical 
appliances and gas metres, 
ana importing Jordanian 
phosphate and wall-to-wall 
carpets. 

Slovenia has over the past 
four years of independence 
established very strong ties 
with Western European 
countries, according to Mr 
Murad. 

He said that Slovenia 
hopes to conclude trade 
agreements with Jordan in 
order to encourage 
exchanges and visits by 
businessmen. 


AMMAN (Petra) — 
Prospects of diversifying 
and increasing exchanges of 
goods between. Yemen and 
Jordan were at the heart of 
.the talks which were held 
Sunday between visiting 
Yemeni Minister of Supply 
and Trade Mohammad 
Afandi and Minister of 
Industry and Trade Ali Abul > 
Ragheb. 

A statement following foe 
talks said foe two sides 
reviewed the state of trade 
relations between the two 
countries and reaffirmed the 
need for increasing the vol- 
ume of track:. - 

Head of the Yemeni For- 
eign Trade Corporation 
Yahya Ansi and Ministry of 
Industry' . and Trade Secre- 
tary General Mohammad 
Smadi later held formal 
talks on trade and the imple- 
mentation of Jordanian- 
Yemeni agreements through 
an executive programme 
which they plan to sign. 

Following foe talks the 
Yemeni official said his del- 
egation discussed trade and 
economic matters and the 
prospect of creating a joint 
company specialising in 
fishing. 

He described foe talks as 
positive and fruitful and 


aimed at further promoting 
bilateral relations. 

Dr. Smadi told Jordan 
Television after the meeting 
that the two sides reviewed 
the economic agreement 
signed by the two countries 
during the Jordanian- 
Yemeni Higher Committee 
meeting held in Sana'a in 
June as well as prospects of 
barter trade and banking 
arrangements for settling 
payments for imported 
goods as well as prospects of 
organising trade fairs to pro- 


mote the sale of Jordanian 
and Yemeni goods in Sana’a 
and Amman . 

Jordan sells Yemen cement 
and pharmaceutical prod- 
ucts, and imports Yemeni 
fish and some agricultural 
products, according to Dr. 
Smadi 

Salem Lawzi, director 
general of the Agricultural 
Marketing Organisation, 
said the two sides discussed 
the prospect of Jordan sell- 
ing Yemen table eggs and 
importing Yemeni potatoes. 
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4 World News 


Mikhalkov, other Russian big 
names head political tickets 


MOSCOW ( AP) — The rich 
and famous stepped forward 
on behalf of Russia’s leading 
political parties as the parlia- 
mentary campaign season 
heated up with more than 10 
party congresses in Moscow. 

Oscar-winning film direc- 
tor Nikita Mikhalkov lent 
bis name to the electoral 
ticket of Our Home Is Rus- 
sia, the party dominated by 
government officials. 

. Joining him at the head of 
the ticket are Prime Minister 
Viktor Chernomyrdin and 
Xjl Gen. Lev Rokhlin, who 
won wide respect as a top 
commander in Chechenya. 

Another celebrity, interna- 
tionally known eye surgeon 
Svyatoslav Fyodorov, gave 
the keynote address to the 
Working People's Self-Rule 
Party and said he will run for 


the State Duma or lower 
bouse of parliament 

Mr. Fyodorov, now a busi- 
nessman and believed to be 
one of Russia’s richest men, 
told the party new business- 
es should hie exempt from 
paying taxes for five to 10 
years, Russian media report- 
ed. 

Another actor, Alexander 
Porokhovshchikov, was 
given a spot alongside Mr. 
Fyodorov at the top of the 
party ticket. 

The dozens of parties that 
are jockeying for support in 
Dec. 17 elections are trying 
to line up the biggest names 
possible among the four that 
each can list on the ballot. 
Any party bigwig can be 
listed on the ticket without 
necessarily committing to 
serve in the durna. 


Alexander Solzhenitsyn 
has taken on the role of 
political adviser to Yuri 
Skokov, the former aide to 
President Boris Yeltsin who 
heads a strong new party, the 
Interfax News Agency 
reported. 

• The Nobel Prize-winning 
author, who espouses 
nationalist views, has 
steered clear of an active 
role in politics since his 
return to Russia last year. 

Skokov, who headed 
Mr. Yeltsin's powerful Secu- 
rity Council until be was 
fired ^ in April 1993, now 
hopes to direct the Congress 
of Russian Communities to a 
leading role in the next par- 
liament. He already has 
lured Russia’s most popular 
general, Alexander Lebed, to 
share the top of the ticket. 


'Mandela plans to marry Machel’s widow' 


JOHANNESBURG 
(AFP) — President Nelson 
Mandela is planning to 
marry Graca Macbel, 
widow of former Mozam- 
bican President Samora 
Macbel, two South African 
newspapers reported Sun- 
day. 

Quoting Mr. Mandela’s 
aides, the reports said the 
planned marriage is the 
reason the president on 
Aug. 21 fried for divorce 
from his estranged wife 
'Winnie. 

' According to the Johan- 
nesburg Sunday Tunes, 77- 
-year-old Mandela has dis- 
cussed his plans with 
Anglican Archbishop 
-Desmond Tutu. 

. Arch. Tutu's spokesman 
confirmed the two men had 
met but said the archbishop 
■'"does not consider it his 
prerogative to discuss 
whether or not other people 
have marriage plans." 

the Sunday Times said 
Mr. Mandela has. been 
close to Graca Machel 
since he was released from 
, prison in 1990, and has vis- 
ited her at her home in 
Maputo, the Mozambican 
capital. 


Mrs. Machel, who was 
widowed when her hus- 
band died in a plane crash 
in October 1986, has also 
visited him in South Africa, 
the newspaper said. 

It described her as “very 
strong personality" with a 
reputation as a campaigner 
for women’s and children’s 
rights. 

Mr. Mandela’s 

spokesman. Paries 

Mankahlana, ’ refused to 
comment on the report, 
saying "this is a private 
matter.’ 1 

The Sunday Independent, 
meanwhile, said Mr. Man- 
dela's lawyers have lodged 
papers in the Rand 
Supreme Court here claim- 
ing Winnie Mandela is 
"deliberately evading ser- 
vice of the summons upon 
her personally.” 

Court sheriffs have 
chased her across the coun- 
try in the past two weeks, 
each time missing her — 
sometimes by mere min- 
utes. 

On Saturday, she left here 
to attend the World Confer- 
ence on Women in Beijing 
with the papers still not 
having been served on her. 


The newspaper said 
lawyers are now seeking an 
order from the court allow- 
ing them to serve the sum- 
mons on Winnie Mandela’s 
lawyers, on any adult per- 
son at her home in Soweto 
black township near here, 
or by affixing it to the gate 
o£her property. 

Mrs. Mandela’s lawyers 
have denied she is deliber- 
ately avoiding the sheriffs, 
saying she has had a busy 
schedule in recent weeks. 

The divorce papers, 
which describe Nelson 
Mandela as "an adult man 
and head of state” and Win- 
nie Mandela as "an adult 
woman and parliamentari- 
an,” claim that the marriage 
has broken down irretriev- 
ably with no hope of recon- 
ciliation. 

Press reports have 
claimed that Winnie Man- 
dela intends contesting the 
divorce, with one report 
quoting an aide as saying: 
“She won’t ‘ accept it 
because she knows' it is a‘- 
political attempt t<* under- ' 
mine her. She says be can 
live with anyone he likes, 
but be can’t have a 
divorce.” 


President Mandela has 
asked reporters not to ques- 
tion him on the divorce, 
saying it is “sensitive” and 
cansing him much “trau- 
ma.” The Mandelas, who 
were married in 1958, 
spent much of their life 
apart during his incarcera- 
tion between 1962 and 
1990. 

Winnie Mandela, an MP 
and the president of the rul- 
ing African National Con- 
gress Womens’ League, 
was sacked from her post 
of deputy minister of arts, 
culture, science and tech- 
nology by her husband in 
March after publicly criti- 
cising the government and 
defying the authority of the 
cabinet. 

The often controversial 
Winnie Mandela separated 
from her husband in. 1992 
amid reports of a financial, 
scandal and an "affair, and 
her conviction for kidnap- 
ping a young boy who was 
later murdered by her 
bodyguard. 


U.S.Coast Guard helicopters rescue people from the waters of the Florida Straits after a boat of the protest flotila sailing for 
Cuba sank in stormy weather. Fourty-seven people were rescued and one person died from heart attack (AFP photo) 

Cuban exile flotilla comes to deadly end at sea 


MIAMI (R) ■— Wind- 

whipped seas sank one small 
boat, killing a Cuban exile, 
and forced two dozen other 
vessels in a protest flotilla to 
lum back Saturday from 
plans to sail to the edge of 
Cuba's territorial waters. 

But the flotilla to protest 
Cuban leader Fidel Castro’s 
regime will try again, possi- 
bly in October, its leader 
said. 

: Alina Fernandez Revuelta, 
the adult daughter of Mr. 
Castro who defected two 
years ago, was among the 
participants who returned 
safely to shore aboard one of 
the other 24 boats. 

“I think it's an important 
first start.'' she told reporters 
in Key West. “We are united 
and will always be united. 
There are not two Cubas.” 

The small boats set sail 
from Key west at the south- 
ern tip of Florida Saturday 
morning and headed toward 
Cuban waters, about 144 
kilometres away. 

The protesters had planned 


to toss sealed bottles con- 
taining copies of the U.N. 
Declaration of Human 
Rights into the sea, in hopes, 
some would wash ashore in 
Cuba and galvanise grass- 
roots protests on the Com- 
munist-ruled island. 

But rough, churning seas 
capsized a 42-foot (14- 
metre) shrimper, which was 
carrying 47 Cuban exiles. 
Although all 'were rescued 
by the U.S. Coast Guard or 
other flotilla boats, one of 
the rescued men died of an 
apparent heart attack, offi- 
cials said. 

Ramon Saul Sanchez, the 
flotilla’s organiser, 

described the dead man as 
“another of Castro's victims 
of repression.” 

Mr. Sanchez said the 
group of protesters would 
mount the flotilla again, pos- 
sibly on Oct. 22 when Mr. 
Castro is expected to address 
the United Nations. 

“When ' you struggle 
against a regime like Cas- 
tro's. you are putting lives in 


danger," he told reporters. 
“We don’t have any other 
choice but to continue these 
risks because Cuba must be 
free." 

Passengers said the bilge 
pumps stopped working in 
the midst of seven-foot (2.1 
metre) seas, and the boat 
sank in less than 20 minutes. 

Survivors plucked from 
the heaving seas in baskets 
lowered by Coast Guard 
helicopters. Others clung to 
life jackets, buoyant coolers 
and other bits of floating 
materials. 

The shrimper, the Son- 
down Two, was about 16 
kilometres off Key West 
when the accident happened. 
The other boats immediately 
turned back and returned 
safely to Key West 

The event was proceeded 
by admonitions to flotilla 
organisers from the United 
Slates and Cuban govern- 
ments because of a con- 
frontation that took place 
during the previous protest 
six weeks ago. 


On July 13, the flotilla's 
lead vessel, the Democracia, 
was squeezed between two 
■Cuban gunboats as it tried to 
enter Cuba's territorial* 
waters. 

The incident left three peo- 
ple hurt, including one 
wbbse injuries led to the 
amputation of one of his 
toes. 

Cuban Navy vessels 
patrolled the seas off 
Havana Saturday to stop the 
flotilla from penetrating 
Cuba’s territorial waters. 

In Havana, state-run Pren- 
sa Latina news agency said 
that the abandoned seaborne 
protest was a “propaganda" 
show that has ended in 
“resounding failure." 

The Cuban government 
warned the exiles in recent 
weeks that it would employ 
all necessary measures, 
including shooting -down or 
sinking unauthorised planes 
or vessels, to defend Cuba’s 
sovereignty. 
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with him. 

Vladimir Zhirinovsky, 
who still dominates his 
ultranationalist Liberal 
Democratic Party, told his 
cheering congress that the 
KGB should be restored and 
its force brought to at least 1 
million. 

President Boris Yeltsin, 
not a member of any party 
but strongly backing pro- 
government candidates, sat 
□ext to Mr. Chernomyrdin 
and Mayor Yuri Luzhkov of 
Our Home Is Russia at cere- 
monies marking Moscow’s 
848th anniversary. 

Parades, fireworks, an air 
show and other festivities 
are being held throughout 
the weekend to celebrate the 
founding of the city in 1147 
by the legendary Prince of 
Muscovy, Yuri Dolgoruky. 



Riot police march in line in Dhaka during a nationwide opposition-called general strike 
that paralysed Bangladesh (AFP photo) 

500 hurt in clashes during Bangladesh strike 


DHAKA (AP) — About 500 
people were reported injured 
in dashes between rival 
political groups, as an anti- 
government strike paralysed 
the nation for the second day 
Sunday. 

Normal business was sus- 
pended in about 60 cities 
Sunday, which is a working 
day in predominantly Mus- 
lim Bangladesh, in the oppo- 
sition’s campaign to force 
Prime Minis ter Khaleda Zia 
to resign and call elections 
supervised by a neutral care- 
taker government. 

Protesters marched 
through Dhaka shouting 
anti-government slogans. 
More than 3,000 police and 
paramilitary troops farmed 
across the city, but no con- 
frontations were immediate- 
ly reported. 


On .Saturday, the first day 
of the declared 32-hour 
nationwide strike, gun bat- 
tles erupted in eight towns 
outside Dbaka, and police 
used tear gas and rubber bul- 
lets in several places to 
break up the fighting. 

Officials gave no casualty 
figures, but local newspa- 
pers reported that about 500 
people were injured. Police 
said they arrested 200 peo- 
ple^ncluding 132 street chil- 
dren who were hired by 
political parlies to throw 
rocks at police vehicles or 
merchants who defied the 
strike. 

Crude bombs exploded in 
front of the Dhaka resi- 
dences of Law Minister 
Mirza Golam Hafiz and a 
ruling party legislator Red- 
wan Ahmed, bnt no one was 


injured, police said. 

Protesters stopped at least 
four trains, erecting log bar- 
ricades on the tracks, rail- 
way officials said. 

Three main opposition 
groups - the Awami League, 
the Jatiya Party and Jarnaat- 
E-Islami - called the strike to 
demand Mrs. Zia’s resigna- 
tion. They have accused the 
government of corruption 
and incompetence. 

Mrs. Zia has rejected the 
opposition demand for a 
caretaker government as 
unconstitutional. Elections 
are not due until next ApriL 
The standoff began 18 
months ago when all the 
opposition lawmakers quit 
the 330-seat parliament. 
Since then, 142 legislators 
have vacated their seats. 


U.K. plane crashes at Canadian 
air show, 7 crewmen feared dead 



TORONTO (AFP) — A 
British warplane carrying 
seven crew members 
crashed into Lake Ontario 
and sank during an airshow 
Saturday as thousands of 
spectators watched in horror 
Searchers turned -up no 
survivors, raising fears that 
all seven were dead. TJ 
The Royal Air Force: con- 
firmed that two pilots, a 
flight engineer, a navigator, 
an air electronics officer and 
two electronics operators 
were aboard the plane when 
it crashed during the Cana- 
dian National Exhibition Air 
Show. 


The identities of those 
aboard were withheld until 
their relatives had been noti- 
fied. 

The plane was a Royal Air 
Farce Nimrod, which is used 
primarily for maritime sur- 
veillance. During the 1982 
FafltkmdS' War - between 
Britain and' Argentina, some 
Nimrods were fitted •with 
air-to-air missiles. 

Canadian officials at the 
scene said the plane was 
based in Scotland. 

The plane crashed into the 
water about two kilometres 
offshore as thousands of 
spectators watched in honor. 


Paul Loong, who wit- 
nessed the crash, told 
reporters the plane was fly- 
ing low when the engines 
appeared to cut 

“It was flying away from 
shore. Hie plane’s engines 
just stopped,* he said. “It hit 
the water with a big splash." 
• “There was a boom like a 
bomb dropped when it hit 
the water. It just plunged in,” 
said Roy Rattan, another 
witness. 

It was die eighth accident 
in the 46-year history of the 
air show which is held in 
conjunction with .the Cana- 
dian National Exhibition. 


1 dead, 6 hurt in S. Korea gas blast 


SEOUL (AP) — A Sunday 
morning gas explosion par- 
tially destroyed a three-story 
mall in eastern South Korea, 
killing one person and injur- 
ing at least six others, Yon- 
hap Television News report- 
ed. 

The rescue work was con- 
tinuing, and it was feared 
that additional casualties 
would be discovered in the 
wreckage, it said. 

Television footage showed 
blocks of concrete and bent 
metal strewn around on the 
ground near the damaged 


building. The windows on 
the third floor were shat- 
tered. 

The explosion happened at 
10 a.m. local time (0100 
GMT) in Choonchnn, 90 
kilometres east of Seoul, it 
said. Leaking gas from a 
basement restaurant was 
believed to have caused the 
explosion when set afire by 
a stray spark. 

Kim Young-Lim, a store 
owner on the second floor, 
told Yonhap she heard a loud 
boom, and the building 
seemed to shake underneath 


her but did not collapse 
completely. 

Yonhap had earlier report- 
ed that the explosion took 
place at a residential build- 
ing. 

South korea has suffered a 
series of infrastructure-relat- 
ed disasters in recent years, 
including the collapse of a 
department store that killed 
more than 500 people, a sub- 
way gas explosion that 
lolled 100, the collapse of a 
bridge and other mishaps. 


President: China no threat to world peace 


BEIJING (R) — President 
Jiang Zemin vowed Sunday 
that China would never 
threaten world peace and 
was committed to becoming 
an economic giant but he 
warned rival Taiwan not to 
declare independence. 

“China has never been and 
will never be a threat to 
other countries,”' Mr. Jiang 
told a rally of 10,000 people 
in Beijing after an elaborate 
ceremony in. Tiananmen 
Square to mark the 50th 
anniversary of the end of 
Wodd War n. 

China needed peace to fill-, 
fil its ambitious goal over 
the next 15 years of develop- 
ing its economy, now under- 
going the fastest boom on 
earth, said Mr. Jiang, who is 
also the Chinese Communist 
Party chief. 

“ Chin a needs a peaceful 
international environment 
for its socialist modernisa- 
tion construction and it will 
stick to its independent for- 
eign policy of peace,” he 
said. 

The so-called “China 
threat” rumoured by some 
people abroad was ground- 
less and these people had 
ulterior motives, he said. 

Diplomats said be was 
apparently referring to the 
United States, which Beijing 


believes is evolving a policy 
of containment towards 
China for fear that rapid 
modernisation of the most 
populous nation on Earth 
could threaten its position. 

Victory over Japan marked 
a turning point for China, 
Mr. Jiang said, and in the 
brief 50 years since the end 
of the 1937-45 invasion that 
killed or injured 35 million 
Chinese, China had taken 
giant strides toward setting 
up a socialist system. 

Its Communist rulers, led 
by the late Chairman Mao 
Tsetung, had “destroyed the 
reactionary rule of imperial- 
ism. feu dali sm and hu man . 

crane capitalism" be said. 

“The great Chinese nation 
rose in the east,” Jiang 
added. 

“China... will step into the 
21st century triumphantly 
with a new posture and 
advance towards modernisa- 
tion ■with giant strides " he 
told the rally. 

Beijing’s * Communist 
rulers were committed to the 
16- year-old reform and 
open-door policy launched 
by paramount leader .Deng 
Xiaoping, he said, dismiss- 
ing fears China would return 
to tbeStalinist-style centrally 
planned economy that Mr. 
Deng shattered. . 


China’s five-year plan for 
1996-2000, currently being 
drafted, would set a cross- 
century blueprint of long- 
term goals for the year 2010, 
Mr. Jiang said. 

The president, named to 
head the Communist Party 
in June 1989 after his prede- 
cessor was sacked for 
allegedly supporting pro- 
democracy student demon- 
strations crushed by the 
army, issued a stem warning 
to Nationalist-ruled Taiwan . 

“Any internal or external 
attempt to split China is 
doomed to failure," he said, 
insisting that Taiwan was an 
inseparable part of China. 

Taiwan enraged Beijing 
when its President, Lee 
Teng-Hui, won U.S. Permis- 
sion to make a landmark pri- 
vate visit last June. China 
saw this as a move by the 
island it regards as a rebel 
province to move towards 
independence. 

Beijing’s Communist 
rulers and the Nationalist 
authorities exiled to Taiwan 
in 1949 on their defeat in the 
Chinese Civil War both say 
they want reunification, but 
on very different terms. 

Beijing has refused to rule 
out using force to recover 
the offshore island. . 


Cuban film takes 
aim at bureaucracy 

VENICE, Italy (AP) — 
Their country is on the brink 
of economic collapse and re- 
volutionary ideals have 
faded. But in the Guanta- 
namera. shown Saturday at 
the Venice Film Festival. 
Cubans' aren't easily discour- 
aged. Creativity and the abil- 
ity to get by make up for 
washed out ideology in the 
film, up for competition at 
the festival's 52nd edition. 
Directed by Cubans Tomas 
Gutierrez Alea and Juan Car- 
los Tabio, the movie takes a 
bittersweet look at life under 
the Castro regime. A career- 
minded. petty burocrat trying 
to reform funeral practices 
chases after a coffin in an 
adventurous journey through 
the poverty and black market 
economy of Cuban small 
towns. “We didn't invent any 
of the incredible things that 
happen in the film. They are 
all part of our daily lives," 
Gutierrez alea said. Also 
show in competition Saturday 
was Tuilio Marco Giordana's 
The Pasolini Case. The 
movie reconstructs the grue- 
some murder of Italian neo- 
realistic writer-director Pier- 
paolo Pasolini, and- has 
prompted prosecutors to 
reopen the case. Ennio Mor- 
ricone's music accompanies 
the documentary drama 
alternating archive material 
with reconstructions of Paso- 
lini's murder Nov. 2, 1975 by 
a young hustler he had taken 
to" a beach near Rome. The 
youth. Nicola Persosi. was 
convicted of the murder. But 
the film casts doubt on the 
prosecution theory that sado- 
masochism was involved and 
that Perosi acted alone. The 
film failed to hit the mark for 
most critics, who neverthe- 
less praised the attention 
given to Pasolini, whose 
works often have been neg- 
lected. An enthusiastic Tom 
Hanks met with reporters 
Saturday to promote Apollo 
13, shown .in the Venetian 
nights section. “I’m the luck- 
iest man in the world. I've 
been paid to make my child- 
hood dream come true," he 
said of. his role as astronaut 
Jim Lovell. 

Kennedy Jr. 
denies 


reports 

NEW YORK (R) — John F. 
Kennedy. Jr., the man dub- 
bed America’s most eligible 
bachelor has denied reports 
he asked his current live-in 
girlfriend • to marry him. 
“Once again, John Kennedy 
seems to be bearing the brunt 
of a slow news day. The 
stories circulating regarding 
an engagement are untrue.’ 
He is not engaged,” said a 
statement issued to newspap- 
ers Friday by his personal 
assistant. Friday's front page 
article in the New York Post 
reported that the 34-year-old 
Kennedy had proposed to 
Caroline Bessette, his live-in 
girlfriend and Calvin Klein 
public relations executive. 
"While it is not our habit to 
comment on John's personal 
life, this story seems to have 
taken on a life of its own and 
we feel it necessary to re- 
spond,” the statement said. 
The Post said Kennedy made 
the proposal to calm Bessette 
down after she allegedly read 
a National Enquirer story 
saying he had a sizzling ro- 
mance with actress Sharon 
Stone. The tabloid said Bas- 
sette became jealous and flew 
into a rage and had 
threatened to move out of the 
Manhattan apartment she 
shared with Kennedy, who 
has been linked to a string oi 
beautiful women, including 
Daryl Hannah. Sarah Jessica 
Parker and Christina Haas. 


Emma Thompson 
commends Hugh 
Grant for 
“breaking out” 

.LONDON (AP) — Memo 
from Emma Thompson to 
Hugh Grant: More of the 
same old boy. The Oscar- 
winning British actress said 
Grant's notorious liaison with 
a sunset Boulevard prostitute 
was "wonderful, absolutely 
wonderful" in an interview 
published Sunday. “I don't 
think it was a mistake at all,” 
she told the Independent on 
Sunday newspaper. "I 
thought, thank God. you 
know, you've broken out.” 
Grant, the star of Four Wed- 
dings And A Funeral, 
pleaded no contest to lewd 
conduci in July after Los 
Angeles police arrested him 
in his. car with a prostitute. 
Thompson, who won the 
Best Actress Award for her 
role as the dithering spinster 
who wins Anthony Hopkins' 
heart in the 1992 Edwardian 
drama Howard's End, said 
her friend Grant would now 
be seen as more complex. 
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Muslim women of various nationalities at the World Women's Conference In Hnairou.Chma, protest against Serb 
aggression in Bosnia and the United Nations' inability to offer protection to the Mnsfims there(AFPphoto) 


Head of U.N. women’s meet fears rights backlash 


-BEIJING (R) — The leader 
of the U.N.’s fourth World 
Conference on Women 
called on delegates Sunday 
to stop conservatives at the 
meeting from rolling back 
women’s rights. 

“We must watch out,” 
Gertrude Mongella, Tanzan- 
ian secretary general of the 
meeting that opens Monday, 
told reporters. “We most be 
prepared for conservative or 
backward-looking elements 
which want to keep women 
in a place where they will 
always be. 

“This is actually where I 
want to call for a collabora- 
tion for all of us...to make 
sure we don’t go bade.” 

Conservatives, including 
the Vatican and a number of 
Islamic states, oppose some 
of the language of a draft 
“platform for action” to be 
debated at the conference, 
notably those parts dealing 
with contraception and abor- 
tion. 

They fear it will destroy 
the /amity and undermine 
religion. 

The 12-day conference, 
with 10,335 participants 
from official and non-gov- 
ernmental organisations and 
a total of IS5 national dele-' 
gations, will thrash out the 
wording of the platform, 
intended to chart a path for 
women in the next decade. 

Organisers of a parallel 
non-governmental organisa- 
tions (NGO) Forum on 
Women meeting in a Beijing 
suburb said, meanwhile, the 
event would go ahead as 
planned despite concerns 


over freedom of speech. 

They had given Chinese 
authorities 24 hours Satur- 
day to ease up heavy-handed 
security, ■■ stop surveillance 
and intimidation nnH 

improve access for the dis- 
abled. 

In a statement Sunday, 
however, they said partici- 
pants in the conference in 
Huairou “indicate improve- 
ment in these areas as well 
as a desire for the meeting to 
continue”. 

■ In her remarks to 

reporters, Ms. Mongella said 
the main Beijing meeting 
.would mark a revolution in 
women’s struggle for rights. 

‘It is not an easy job,” she 
said. ‘That is why we have 
revolutions, we are talking 
really of revolution. 

“The world will never be 
the same again after Beijing. 
The Beijing conference will 
make.. .Improving women’s 
rights a permanent strug- 
gle.” 

The pro-choice group 
International Planned Par- 
enthood Federation (IPPF) 
said it expected an informal 
coalition between the Vati- 
can and Iran to slow 
progress toward more rights 
and power for women. 

But it said it would contin- 
ue to press for improved 
access to contraception and 
abortion for women. 

The Holy See, Iran, bon- 
duras, G uatemala and Benin 
were uniting to contest the 
wording of tire platform, 
IPPF President Fred Sai told 
a news conference. 

“It will waste a lot of 


time,” he said, adding it 
could delay implementation 
of resolutions from last 
year’s UN. Conference on 
Population and Develop- 
ment in Cairo. 

• The Vatican delegation 
was unavailable for com- 
ment It has already vowed 
to oppose “bracketed”, or 
contested, sections in the 
conference plan that appear 
to give women rights that 
differ from those of men. 

It will also fight clauses 
that overtly support abortion 
or artificial contraception, 
which the Catholic Church 
condemns as sinful. 

Also unresolved is word- 
ing on how to declare rape in 
-aimed conflicts a war crime 
and a crime agsdnst'bumani- 
ty as well as resources to 
heal victims of forced prosti- 
tution. 

The debate pits the indus- 
trial north against the devel- 
oping south, with dispute 
over how resource^ sbpuld 
be increased to 
in developing countries,.. 

Among other, contested 
issues are references to sex 
education and equal higher 
education. 

Organisers of the parallel 
Huairou conference said in 
their latest statement: “In 
general the Forum is going 
well with participants 
engaged in planned and 
spontaneous results. Partici- 
pants with disabilities report 
marked improvement in 
access.” 

They added, however 
“Remaining areas of con- 
cern include freedom of 


expression”. 

Shortly before the state- 
ment was issued, Chinese 
police scuffled with Islamic 
women demonstrators and 
are alleged to have punched 
a Canadian who trial to dis- 
tribute leaflets about Tibet 

Groups of Is lami c women 
demonstrators, some 

demanding an end to the 
embargo against Iraq and 
others protesting against a 
UN., document enshrining 
sex education and reproduc- 
tive rights, scuffled with 
police who stopped them 
inarching out of the site into 
the town. 

A Canadian lawyer said 
she was punched and shoved 
by police when 'she tried to 
hand out literature about the 
rebellious region of Tibet. 
She said police chased and 
filmed her until a member of 
the NGO facilitating com- 
mittee intervened and 
ordered them to stop. 

Earlier Sunday, dozens of 
pplice_... , in .. plainclothes 
watched -and tried to. stop :a 
group of anti-nuclear pro- 
testers crossing a line that 
officers said marked the 
limit for demonstrations in 
the 42-hectare (103 acre) 
site. 

A group of lesbian 
activists said plainclothes 
police had confiscated their 
Chinese-language publicity 
pamphlets. 

Anned police were .sta- 
tioned at a building near the 
site, apparently in case the 
women spilled into the town 
and held a public demonstra- 
tion outside the site. 


3 opponents of Shevardnadze arrested in wake of bomb attack 


TBILISI (AFP) — Three 
opponents of Eduard She- 
vardnadze were arrested 
overnight to Sunday, as the 
Georgian leader continued 
to tighten his grip on power 
after surviving an assassina- 
tion attempt last week. 

One of the three men was a 
deputy security minister, 
Temur Khachishvili, who 
had been fired Sarurday 
evening along with the 
Security Minister Igor Gior- 
gadze. Both were accused of 
leaving Mr. Shevardnadze 
poorly defended. 

All three arrested were 
loyal to Mr. Shevardnadze’s 
chief political opponent, 
Dzhaba losseliani, who is 
backed by the paramilitary 
nationalist organization 
known as the Mkhedriooi 
(“Horsemen”). 

Tbe press centre of the 
Georgian Interior Ministry 
said to the men were “so 
far" not charged in conjunc- 
tion with Tuesday’s bomb- 
ing attack on Mr. Shevard- 
nadze, for which 10 suspects 
are already being detained. 

Tbe three men are accused 
of plotting an attack in April 
on Mr. Shevardnadze's per- 


sonal representative in tbe 
town of Rustavi, south of 
Tbilisi. 

On Saturday, Mr. Shevard- 
nadze had publicly rebuked 
Mr. Khachishvili and Mr. 
Giorgadze in statements 
reminiscent of Soviet era 
government purges. 

"Anybody who makes 
such an error must take 
responsibility before his col- 
leagues and his motherland. 
I cannot forgive anyone for 
such a thing,” Mr. Shevard- 
nadze told parliament after it 
voted to approve his order 
ousting Mr. Giorgadze and 
Mr. Khachishvili. 

During tbe same parlia- 
ment session, Mr. Shevard- 
nadze announced that he 
was taking direct, personal 
control of elite military 
units. 

Mr. Giorgadze, speaking 
to reporters Sunday for the 
first time since his ouster, 
said Mr. Shevardnadze’s 
decision to remove him was 
purely political. 

“This was not an organisa- 
tional move intended to 
improve the operative per- 
formance of special forces in 
the struggle against terror- 


ism... This was a decision 
with political goals.” 

Asked what political gain 
Mr. Shevardnadze could 
hope to achieve by firing 
Him, Mr. Giorgadze said: 
“Eduard Ambroseivich 
(Shevardnadze) has tbe rep- 
utation of a man who plans 
his moves in advance.... 1 
cannot say why, but some- 
how, this was needed.” 

With the presidential elec- 
tion scheduled for Nov. 5 
and Mr. Shevardnadze the 
prime contender, one goal 
may be to tighten the noose 
around the Mkhedrioni and 
their leader Dzhaba los- 
seliani . 

Mr. Khachishvili was a 
supporter of losseliani, and 
the other two men arrested 
with him were high-level 
figures in the Mkhedrioni. 

Mr. losseliani has not been 
officially accused in Tues- 
day’s bombing attack 
against Mr. Shevardnadze, 
but the investigation has 
turned up a large arsenal of 
weapons and a stash of mor- 
phine in his and his follow- 
ers’ offices in tbe parliament 
building. 

That discovery has almost 


upstaged the bombing itself, 
with " Georgians anxious 
about the possibility of a 
showdown between Ml 
S hevardnadze and Ml los- 
seliani. 

Ml losseliani has defend- 
ed his group’s possession of 
weapons and drugs, saying 
to the guns were licensed 
and the drags needed for 
medical uses in case of wan 

He has also said that Mr. 
Shevardnadze may have 
staged the -bombing himself 
as an excuse to crack down 
on his opponents. 

The Mkhedriooi were 
instrumental in the 1992 
coup that overthrew Geor- 
gia’s first President, Zviad 
Gamsakhurdia, and installed 
Ml Shevardnadze. But Ml 
loss eliani has since become 
Mr. Shevardnadze’s fiercest 
critic. 

Mr. Shevardnadze has 
lashed out against tbe 
Mkhedrioni and other oppo- 
nents since the attack against 
him Tuesday. In statements 
at the opening of a school 
Thursday, he warned that he 
would “use arms if neces- 
sary to defend tbe state and 
democracy. 


ILN.’s Ogata starts Tanzania refugee mission 


DAR ES SALAAM (R) - 
U.N. High Commissioner 
for Refugees (UNHCR) 
Sadako Ogata met Tanzan- 
ian officials in the northern 
town of Arusha Sunday to 
discuss the future of nearly a 
million refugees who fled 
ethnic killing in Rwanda and 
Burundi. 

Ms. Ogata arrived in 
Arusha from Burundi Satur- 
day* and flew to Dar Es 
Salaam Sunday after meer- 
“E Tanzanian Prime Minis- 
ter Cleopa Msuya in private 


talks. 

Tanzanian government 
sources said they had made 
their position very clear. 
Tanzania, like Zaire, wants 
the refugees to go home. It 
says it cannot continue to 
provide asylum for the more 
than SOO'OOO now camped in 
western areas near the 
Rwanda and Burundi bor- 
ders. 

Tanzania blames the 
refugees for numerous 
crimes, including the mur- 
ders of more than SO Tanza- 


nians. 

Ms. Ogata's mission is 
being overshadowed by 
growing political excitement 
as campaigning builds up 
ahead of Tanzania’s first 
multi-party elections in 
October. 

Her arrival passed almost 
unnoticed in the press. 

After visiting Burundi last 
week, Ms. Ogata said: “I 
think I do have some com- 
mitments from the govern- 
ment that govern mem would 
actively try to play a leader- 


ship role in creating condi- 
tions for the return of 
refugees” 

But she admitted the com- 
mitments fell far 'short of a 
solution to a refugee- crisis 
fuelled by deep and bloody 
ethnic hatred between 
majority Hums and minority 
tutsis in Rwanda and Burun- 
di. 

“I cannot say I am closer 
to finding a resolution but I 
am certainly on the wav to 
finding one.” said Mr. 
Ogata . 


Tigers demand talks with 
Colombo on hostage releas 


COLOMBO (AFP) — Sri 
Lanka's Tamil Tiger carried 
out a deadly new attack oo 
the army Sunday but also 
demanded direct talks with 
the government over 144 
people on hijacked ferry. 

Separatist fighters 

ambushed an army patrol in 
the Sinhapura area of 
Sri Lanka, killing at least 18 
soldiers and two civilians, 
the military said. 

Tbe Liberatio n Ti gers of 
Tamil Eelam (LTTE) fight- 
ers wounded at least five 
other soldiers in tbe raid on a 
routine patrol. 

The LTTE kept the gov- 
ernment-chartered Ms 
Moan a, with its 136 passen- 
gers and eight crew, for tbe 
fifth day off the island’s 
Mullaitivu co ast 

The anti-LTTE Eelam 
People's Democratic Party. 
(EPDP), which administered 
the feny servi ce sa id they 
intercepted LTTE radio 


communications seeking 
direct talks with the govern- 
ment ov er the hostages. 

“Tbe LTTE claims to pro- 
tect Tamils but they are now 
asking for ransom for their 
freedom. This shows the 
true colours of tbe Tigers,” 
EPDP leader and MP Dou- 
glas Devananda said. 

Tbe International Commit- 
tee of the Red Cross (ICRC) 
declined to discuss details 
but said the passengers were 
in good health. 

“We are acting as an inter- 
mediary between the gov- 
er nmen t and the LTTE and 
for that reason we cannot 
give details. But all we can 
say is that tbe passengers are 
in good health,” ICRC 
deputy head of delegation 
Paul Frah said. 

'Mr. Devananda said the 
LITE was forcing the civil- 
ians, who were travelling 
from tbe north-eastern port 
of Trincomalee to a govern- 


ment-held area in the LTTE- 
dominated northern Jaffna 
peninsula, to address public 
meetings. 

“They want passengers to 
say that conditions in gov- 
ernment-controlled areas are 
vety bad. The passengers are 
being taken to address small 
meetings in LTTE-held 
areas,” Mr. D evananda said. 

Hie LTTE which main- 
tains a de facto separate state 
in the northern Jaffna penin- 
sula is opposed to Tamil 
civilians living in areas 
under government control. 

Mr. Devananda said he 
was petitioning foreign mis- 
sions in Colombo saying the 
LTTE used unarmed civil- 
ians in tbe Iris Moana ferry 
as a human shield to attack 
and sink two navy gunboats 
Tuesday. 

Two Israeli-build Dvora 
navy gunboats which went 
to the rescue of the Iris 
Moana were destroyed by 


tbe LTTE. 

Military sources speculat- 
ed that the LTTE may 
keeping the crew on the 
ferry which ran aground 
Wednesday hut may have 
taken- all the passengers 
ashore for interrogation. 

Mili tary officials said the 
LTTE had also captured at 
least two sailors from the 
two destroyed gunboats. * ‘ : 

Security forces have ruled 
out any rescue mission 
because of the risk to lives', 
officials said. The LTTE 
.pulled out of a three-month 
long truce on April 19 by 
sinking two navy strips 
anchored in Trinco mal ee. .. . 

The Tigers are fighting for 
independence for the two 
million Tamil minority con- 
centrated in the north and 
east of the island. More than 
50,000 people have died in 
the conflict since 1972 


Kashmir hostage ordeal seems headed to end game ■ 


SRINAGAR, India (R) - 
The Indian government's 
talks with Muslim separatist 
kidnappers have stalled and 
the fate of tbe guerrilla’s 
four surviving Western 
hostages hangs in the bal- 
ance, officials and diplomats 
said Sunday. 

The kidnappers have 
already beheaded one cap- 
tive tourist and threaten to 
kill tbe others unless impris- 
oned militants are set free. 

The government refuses to 
bow to thftir demands and 
the chances of a negotiated 
settlement appear to be fad- 
ing. 

India has all but ruled out a 
commando raid to rescue tbe 
hostages, fearing they would 
be killed in an operation in 
Kashmir’s- . mountainous 
Himalayan terrain. . ... 

• *There’ is a senfe we^hre ■ 
heading towards the end 
game oh this," a diplomat 
said, “patience is wearing 
thin on both sides.” 

Authorities said the cap- 


tives and at least one A1 
Faran captor had fallen ill 
following heavy rain in tbe 
region where tbe tourists are 
believed to be held. It was 
not known if the hostages 
were seriously ilL 

Ai Faran, unknown even 
to Kashmiri separatist 
groups before the abduc- 
tions, has d^manHpri that 
India release 15 jailed mili- 
tants, including three Pak- 
istanis, in exchange for 
Ameri can Donald Hutch- 
ings, German Dirk Hasert 
and Britons Keith Mangan 
and Paul Wells. 

Tbe two sides made no 
headway in two rounds of 
talks on Saturday. Authori- 
ties said they hoped to renew 
radio contact Sunday but it 
depended on the militan ts. 

“It can go two. ways now.” 
a diplomat said. “Either they 
(Al Faran) see sense or they 
do something foolish ” 

Norwegian Hans Christian 
Ostroe, who was captured 
with the others in early July, 


was found beheaded on Aug. 
13 near a note in which AJ 
Faran threatened to kill the 
four others unless India met 
its demands within two 
days. The deadline passed 
with no apparent harm to the 
captive tourists. 

“We have appealed once 
again to Al Faran to release 
the hostages,” said KLB. Jan- 
dial, spokesman for the gov- 
ernment of Jammu and 
Kashmir state, mostly Hindu 
India’s only Muslim majori- 
ty state. 

The government has 
offered safe passage out of 
the country to Al Farm’s 
members, a senior official 
said. 

India claims Al Faran is 
linked to Harkat-ul -Ansar, 
which is based in Pakistan 
and has a large number of 
foreign militants, many of 
them Afghans. 

But Haikat-ul- Ansar 
denies any ties with Al Faran 
and has condemned the kid- 
nappings. 


Local newspapers said 
Pakistan had indicated if 
would not accept the-AI 
Faran guerrillas if they took! 
up the offer of safe passage.! 

New Delhi has indicated if 
will consider releasing, a 
number of jailed separatists 
in the course of a routine 
administrative review of 
their status. • 

But it has firmly rejected, 
Al Faran’s demand that the 
three Harkal-ul- Ansar mem-: 
beis, Masood Azhar, Sajjad 
Afghani and Mansoor Lan- 
griyal, be freed. 

Authorities said the three 
foreign governments whose, 
nationals were held hostage 
were not pressing India to; 
swap militants for the! 
hostages. 

“A swap would be totally 
counter-productive,” a 
diplomat said. “There is no 
encouragement from us for 
such a move.” 


German joins Russians on 4-month space trip 


MOSCOW (R) — German 
Thomas Reiter soared into 
Mbit with two Russians 
aboard a Soyuz spacecraft 
Sunday, beading for a four- 
month mission in tbe Mir 
orbital station. 

Ml Reiter, representing 
the European Space 
Agency, will use his 135 
days in space to cany out 
experiments and learn more 
about the effects of pro- 
longed weightlessness, an 
area where Russian scien- 
tists bave_ built up vast 
experience" 

Blastoff from die Russian 
space launch site at 


Baikonur in Kazakhstan 
took place on schedule at 
0900 GMT in bright sun- 
shine. 

Russians Yuri Gidzenko, 
33, and Sergei Avdeyev, 39, 
waved goodbye with broad 
grins as they climbed tbe 
ladder to the four-engined 
rocket 

Their flight was tracked 
at Mission Control outside 
Moscow, headquarters of 
die Russian . space pro- 
gramme, which is increas- 
ingly strapped for cash 

On Tuesday at 1030 GMT 
mission commander 
Gidzenko will dock the 


Soyuz TM-22 craft with the 
nine-year-old Mir, which is 
already manned by two 
other Russian cosmonauts. 

Anatoly Solovyov and 
Nikolai Budarin wQl return 
to earth in mid-September 
after the two crews spend 
around a week together 
aboard the station. 

Mr. Reiter, 37, follows in 
the footsteps of U.S. astro- 
naut Norman Thagard, the 
first American to be 
launched aboard a Russian 
rocket last March. 

The crew of die 20th 
expedition to Mir will dock 
with a U.S. shutde mission 


next month and cany out 
three space walks, one of 
which will involve Reiter, 
who will share onboard 
engineering work with Mr. 
Avdeyev. 

While Ml Reiter and Mr. 
Gudzenko are in space for 
the first time, Mr. Avdeyev 
made a 189-day flight 
aboard Mir in 1989. 

Mr. Reiter, a pilot from 
Frankfurt, is the second 
European cosmonaut to be 
launched from Baikonur 
following German Ulf Mer- 
bold in 1994. 


Clinton: World War II servicemen saved world ^ 



U.S. President Bill Clinton (centre) holds his hand over his heart with World War -I! 
veterans Alfred Los Banos (right) and Robert Allen daring commemoration ceremonies' 
marking VJ .Day at the Punch Bowl National Cemetary in Honoluln (AFP photo) 


HONOLULU (R) — Fifty 
years after the guns of World 
War II fell silent. President 
Bill Clinton said Saturday 
• that U.S.-led allied forces 
, saved the world and 
launched an American cen- 
tury. 

In a solemn speech at a 
military cemetery, the first 
U.S. President to be bom 
after the war honoured 
1 Americans who gave their 
! lives and promised to 
“remain true to tbe spirit of 
that brilliant time.” 

“It is only fitting to here, 
in the middle of tbe ocean 
wbose name means peace, 
the place where" World War 
II began and ended for 
America, we mark the war’s 
end and honour the men and 
women who saved our 
world,” tbe president told 
thousands gathered for a 
memorial service. 

Tbe United States was 
pulled into the war in 1941 
by a Japanese raid on the 
American fleet at nearby 
Pearl Harbour. 

Mr. Ointon later laid a 
wreath there on the sunken 
wreck of the battleship Ari- 
zona, where many of the 
over 1.000 U.S- servicemen 
who died in the surprise 
attack are still entombed. 

Mi. Clinton praised the 
veterans whose victory pro- 
pelled the United States into 
its role as leader of the free 


world, telling, them “the 
seeds of democracy you 
planted and nurtured flower 
today in every comer of the 
globe.” 

“On this anniversary of 
VJ. Day, we celebrate the 
end of die war, but also the 
beginning of a new Ameri- 
can era of peace and 
progress,” the president 
declared. “This century ... is 
now known as the American 
century.” 


The cemetery, in a lush 
crater of an extinct volcano 
overlooking the Pacific 
Ocean, is the resting place 
for 33,000 U.S. soldiers, 
13,000 of whom died in 
World Warn. 

Mr. Clinton’s speech 
marked VJ.Day — Victory 
over Japan Day — fifty 
years to the day after the 
Japanese surrender to 
supreme allied commander 
General Douglas MaCanhur 


on the USS Missouri in 
Tokyo Bay. 

Four F-15 fighter jets flew 
over when Mr. Clinton fin- 
ished his speech. He also 
laid a wreath on the memory 
ial at the cemetery, which is. 
engraved with 28,728 names 
of U.S. soldiers missing ihr 
action or buried at sea — 
18,094 of them in World 
War A. 
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Traffic at end of summer 


I TRAFFIC CONDITIONS in the country have' 
been particularly disturbing this summer due to 
! the greater number of cars brought into the 
Kingdom by expatriates and Arab tourists. The 
j terrible driving habits that we had to get used to. 
experiencing under less congestion are obviously 
compounded by the dramatic increase in the 
number of vehicles on the roads. But the guests 
will leave soon, leaving us a bit of space to. 
reorganise in preparation for next year. 

What could we do in the next several months to 
make sure that by next summer traffic conditions 
will be better and safer for all drivers and their 
families? We could, for instance, begin to show : 
more respect for lanes especially those designated' 
for turning right or left or backwards. Out of 
utter disrespect for the law and fellow drivers,’ 
many still sneak into any. lane that appears less' 
congested including the ones directed solely for 
left or right turns and end up blocking the free 
flow of traffic. It is bad enough that our drivers' 
zigzag between lanes as if they are alone on the 
road and without the slightest respect for safety, 
and fellow drivers. -Jordanians behind wheels 
often act as if an instant decision bn their part to 
change lanes gives them also an absolute right to 
cross all lines drawn to help discipline and safety. 
Indecision by some, if not most, drivers adds so 
much to the agony of driving that we probably 
have to call for the psychoanalysts among us to 
explain the phenomenon. 

To begin dealing with this particular problem, 
we have to impress on the authorities first the 
need for clear and visible demarcation of lanes 
with a special paint that can be seen not only for a 
few weeks but for a long time, as is indeed the 
case in other countries. What we have now is . 
temporary lanes whose lines fade as fast as the 
paint dries up. Have our municipalities and the 
Ministry of Public Works never heard of the 
special paint for roads that is used very effective- 
ly elsewhere in the world? Once we have in place 
lanes that are well-defined we need from our 
traffic patrols to monitor movement on them so 
that we may instil in our public a deeper 
awareness of their existence and usefulness. 
When drivers use left or U-turn lanes, which are 
designated for left and backward turns only, to 
go either straight or right, the traffic police — 
and dare we say the drivers themselves also — 
should intervene to make the violators obey the 
rules. When we realise that sailing into a left lane 
means turning left and not forward, then very 
soon we will all begin to understand the process 
of proper selection of lanes. This makes some 
police presence on major intersections and at 
traffic lights, especially when they are newly 
constructed or installed absolutely necessary. We 
believe that even a temporary surveillance by the 
police can do the trick. Imposing fines will not be 
necessary right away, since a campaign of 
awareness can open eyes of many drivers at the 
initial stages. 

We have to start anew in the efTort to clear a 
major headache for the state and all its citizens. 
But we have to start by tackling one problem at a 
time. It will take a bit of time, anyway, before all 
our traffic problems can be solved. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A WRITER in At Ra’i Sunday attacked an American- 
Israeli attempt to create a Jordanian- Palestinian-Israeli axis 
starting with joint regional projects. Tareq Masarweh said 
that through this axis, the U-S.-Israeli alliance hopes to 
prevent the creation of a Palestinian state. Through this 
attempt, the U.S.-Israeli alliance hopes to end the Arab- 
Isracli conflict in a manner most favourable to world 
Zionism, something which the Jordanian people strongly 
rejeer out of hand. The writer said that Jordanians insist on- 
remaining affiliated with the Arab Nation and continue to 
seek full coordination and cooperation with the Palesti- 
nians. whom they regard as the real partners in develop- 
ment. The writer also said that it is more reasonable for 
Jordan. Saudi Arabia and Egypt to create joint tourism 
projects on the shores of the Red Sea than relying on Israel 
for that matter. Indeed, Jordanians feel it i's natural for 
joining hands with Syria and Lebanon and Palestine in 
handling issues pertaining to water supplies and dealing 
with water related issues, said the .writer, who added that 
Jordanians should not succumb to the U.S. -Israeli press- 
ures and ought to opt for the pan-Arab option though such 
option seems difficult at the present. 


A WRITER, in A1 Dustour Sunday expressed the view rhat 
the government was working under pressure to prepare the 
ground for the Middle East and North Africa economic 
summit (MENA) 3nd is trying to rush new laws through 
Parliament concerning the income tax and the sales tax. 
Tahcr Adwan said that in its current drive, the government 
is not allowing for ample time for the fair discussion of 
these draft laws or amendments to them and not recruiting 
qualified economists to handle this process. It is important 
to ensure the success of the MENA conference in October 
but it is also important for Jordan to look around and study 
the situation in the neighbouring Arab countries, he 
cautioned. 


Israel’s double standards 


IT WAS something of a shock to bear Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin say in reference to the recenf 
disclosures about war crimes committed by Israeli military 
personnel against Egyptian prisoners of war (PoWs) that 
“there is no purpose in raising events of the past, not on 
Our side and not on theirs.” Of all countries, Israel should 
be the last to even think in these terms with regard to war 
crimes and crimes against humanity. Having prided itself as 
being utterly opposed to let bygones be bygones when it 
comes to the holocaust against the Jews and having 
established a clear and unequivocal record as the unwaver- 
ing “hunter” and “apprebender" of all people who 
committed genocide against Jews, h seems incomprehensi- 
ble to now state that there is no purpose in digging past 
graves. 

I rest my case not on information or revelations provided 
by non-Israeli sources on the extent of the Israeli war 
crimes against Egyptian prisoners of war but rather on 
direct Israeli sources that surfaced when Israel’s more than 
20 year's old archives were opened two years ago to 
researchers. The fact that the compelling evidence about 
war crimes committed against Egyptian soldiers during* the 
.1956, 1967 and 1973 wars came from Israel itself and not 
ftom Arab sources is equally damning to the Arab ride, 
which has shown no sensitivity in the least to war crimes 
committed against their own people and soldiers. 

Cairo should have been the one that investigated the 
obvious killing in cold blood of Egyptian soldiers. This lack 
. of concern on the Arab ride for what happened to their 
people and military personnel can be attributed to several 
factors among which the absence of deep-rooted democra- 
cy and .lack of a tradition of accountability even on the 
domestic level. But this is another story that, calls foT a 
special perusal and soul-searching in the Arab Nation not 
only on the official level but also on the non-official level as 


Since Israel brags about being different than other 
nations and alleges holding high moral ground on the 
battlefield with the Arhb armies, its records during its wars 
with the Arab armies as well as. during the 1947-48 armed 


conflict in Palestine suggest that the Jewish state is not 
quite faithful to its principles when it comes to non-Jews. I 


am thinking here of the massacre of Palestinians in Dier 
Yasin and elsewhere at the hands of Jewish terrorist 
factions that were never accounted for by foe state of 
Israel. What added insult to injury is the fact that some of 
the heads of some of these gangs became Israeli leaders in 
the future. The late Menachem Begin, who became a prime 
minister, is a classic example of tins insensitivity to war 
crimes when perpetrated against non-Jews. Former de- 
fence minister Ariel Sharon, now an important figure in the 
Likud Party, was implicated by Israeli sources in the 
massacres of Palestinians in the refugee camps of Sabra and 
Shatila during the encirclement of the Lebanese capital in 
the 1982 Israeli invasion of Lebanon. 

Many historians have since concluded that the stage for 
non-accountability was actually set in 1948, when no Israeli 
soldier was punished for war crimes. Benny Morris, a noted 
historian, attributed this callous attitude to the late Israeli 
•prime minister David Ben-Gurion who felt that investiga- 
tions of war crimes would compromise and weaken the 
fighting spirit of the Israeli army. This assessment was also 
shared by the Israeli military historian Meir Pail and Israeli 
’journalist Uri Avneri. Mr. Pail said that he knew of only 
three or four soldiers who went to prison for war crimes. 
Mr. Avneri confirmed the findings of Mr. Pafl when he 
reported that Israeli military censors silenced any attempt 
to report killings of PoWs. Michael Bar-Zofaar, a former 
'legislator who served as spokesman for the late defence 
minister Mosbe Dayan, backed up these assessments when 


he confirmed that prisoner killings were treated forgivingly 

by all of Israel’s leaders. * , 

So when retired Israeli General Am Biro came forward 
recently and confessed that he lolled 49 Egyptian soldiers in 
cold blood in the 1956 war, the reputation of Israel was 
farther shattered and tarnished- After Gen. Biro spiUedthe 
h*anc oiber Israelis surfaced to confirm other atrocities. 
One asserted that 1,000 Egyptian soldiers were shot dead in 
cold blood after they surrendered in 196 7. 

Now it seems that the ball is m the court of the Israeli, 
attorney general who promised to check whether there are 
legal grounds to bring charges against several Israelis for 
committing war crimes in the past. The problem, the 
attorney general, now maintains, is the lack of legislation m 
Israel on war crimes. Existing criminal law, he says, does 
not allow for the trial of people on murder charges 20 years 
after the murders were committed. 

I find it unbelievable that Israel does not have laws 
against war crimes per se. Of all countries, Israel should 
havebeen the first to have such laws since- Jews were the 
prime victims of war crimes not only during world War n 
but alcn fa eras prior to that time. If the Israeli judicial 
authorities feel that their hands are tied up because of 
insufficient legislations, I venture to remind them mat 
Israel is a party to several international conventions against 
genocide, war crimes and crimes against humanity, which 
are applicable in Israel even when there are no specific laws 
on them in place. It is also the rule of thumb under these 
legally binding international norms that the statute of 
limitation does not apply. So no matter bow old are these 
war crimes, they can stHl be investigated and prosecution 
be put into motion against all those suspected of commit- 
ting them. Otherwise, Israel would lose not only face but 
moral and legal grounds for going after Nazi war 
criminals. 


The serious challenges facing Palestinian society 


By Naseer H. Aruri 


PALESTINIAN SOCI- 
ETY faces momentuous 
challenges at the politic-, 
-al, diplomatic, econo- 
mic. social and organisa- 
tional levels. Politically, 
the pursuit of a negoti- 
ated settlement is no lon- 
ger governed by a 
framework based on in- 
ternational legality 
(national rights, right of 
return and accordance 
with U.N. Resolutions 
242 and 338). Today's* 
effective framework is 
j premised on the notion 
of security, reinterpreted 
to mean the security of 
Israeli citizens every- 
I where, including those in 
| the settlements in the 
occupied territories, 
which exist in defiance of 
, international law. 


called final status nego- 
tiations less than two 
years from now. 


The overriding principle 
of Israeli security 


Mr. Arafat's concurr- 
ence in the linkage be- 
tween redeployment and 
by-pass roads, as well as 
his acquiescence to 
Israeli political and in- 
frastructural measures in 
and around Jerusalem, 
not only confirms his 
conversion Israel's over- 
riding principle of secur- 
ity,. but also his indiffer- 
ence to the bantustans 
solution. Worse yet, the 
final settlement portends 
several isolated bantus- 
tans, not a Single one 
that he could refer to as a 
future Palestinian state', 
despite Israel’s control of 
external security and 
overall responsibility for 
internal order, no matter 
what happens. 


Under the latest prop- 
osed agreement on the 
next stage of Palestinian 
self-rule, the newly de- 
fined post-Oslo concept 
of Israeli security has 
been entrenched as an 
overarching principle. It 
has replaced the princi- 
ples of the exchange of 
land for peace and the 
inadmissibility of territo- 
rial acquisition by force, 
the -meaning of 242 — 
endorsed by the interna- 
tional community but 
vigorously rejected by 
Israel. Thus the prop- 
osed extension of Ara- 
fat's authority over the 
municipal boundaries of 
four West Bank towns 
(Jenin. Nablus. Tul- 
karm. Qalqiliya) will be 
circumscribed by the 
presence of joint patrols 
in these cities and will be 
contingent upon Arafat's 
willingness and ability to 
check any form of 
Palestinian resistance. 

The security of Israeli 
settlers has become so 
central to the negotia- 
tions that further rede- 
ployment of the Israeli 
army from Ramallah and 
Bethlehem will have to 
await the completion of 
by-pass roads connecting 
Israeli settlements to 
each other and to Israel 
proper. The ambitious 
project has a budgetary 
allocation of S330m and, 
together with the con- 
struction of settlements 
and infrastructure in and 
around Jerusalem, is ex- 
pected to “annex'* more 
than 65 per cent of the 
West Bank to Israel, it 
would conform the 
Likud principle of func- 
tional autonomy and 
would operationalise the 
concept of Greater 
Israel, making a bantus- 
tan solution the only 
realistic option for the 
Palestinians in the occu- 
pied territories. It is 
absolutely unrealistic to 
expect Israel to disman- 
tle these costly and soph- 
isticated projects in so- 


Renunciation of national 
rights 


The second Israeli 
principle governing the 
negotiations is that the 
price of partial redeploy- 
ment includes the effec- 
tive surrender of the 
heart of the Palestinian 
cause which supplied in- 
ternational legitimacy 
for nearly four decades. 
Further redeployment 
i.e. in Ramallah and 
Bethlehem but not 
necessarily in Hebron 
(where 450 Israeli set- 
tlers live in the town 
centre), wrl! be con- 
ditional. on Palestinian 
renuciation of the sub- 
stantive clauses of the 
National Covenafir. For 
Israel. Clinton. Helms 
and company, the Cove- 
nant means Israel's des- 
truction. which must be 
disavowed by Mr. Ara- 
fat. For the average' 
Palestinian and the mil- 
lions around the world 
who supported the just 
struggle of the Palesti- 
nian people for national 
liberation and legal red- 
ress. the Covenant is tan- 
tafnout to a declaration 
of independence and a 
rejection of settler col- 
onialism. It belongs to 
the 1960s, when the 
world community was 
actively engaged in the 
process of decolonisa- 
tion. It was after all the 
logical response to 
Israel's Land Settlement 
Act and the Law and of 
Return of* the 1950s. 
which created legal 
mechanisms for acquir- 
ing the land without its 
inhabitants. 


of charters and cove- 
nants deemed unhelpful 
to a pragmatic peace? 
How could six million 
Palestinians ' truly en- 
dorse Arafat's renuncia- 
tion of the Covenant 
while Israel refuses ' to 
renounce its own discri- 
minatory covenants and 
to declare its intention to 
stop land confiscation 
even as peace talks take 
place* in various Israeli 
resorts? Such renuncia- 
tion in exchange for joint 
control of but 3 per cent 
of the West Bank — the 
proposed and current 
negotiations — seems to 
reflect the weight Mr. 
Arafat gives the princi- 
ples of national rights, 
Palestinian national uni- 
ty and national restitu- 
tion in his “strategic" 
calculations as he negoti- 
ates with Israel. The 
grotesquely disprop- 
ortionate nature of these 
exchanges, while 
seemingly overlooked by 
a captive and impover- 
ished Palestinian com- 
munity, could never con- 
stitute an adequate basis 
for a viable solution apd 
a lasting peace. 


reallocation of resources 
to effect a rational and 
profitable synchronisa- 
tion of economic and 
military strategies. No 
longer will Israel have to 
. tolerate the use of Sup- 
reme Court proceedings 
or risk the criticism of 
national and internation- 
al human rights organisa- 
tion for the sake of its 
occupation. Nor wall it 
have to attend to the 
protestations of be- 
reaved mothers of Israeli 
soldiers or of Peace 
Now, or to deal to the 
same extent with the 
psychological and moral 
corrosion which the 
occupation inflicts on 
Israeli society and the 
Holocaust legacy. 


The Palestine authority 
as component of Israel's 
strategy 


The Palestinians affc 
also faced with similarly 
unprecedented chal- 
lenges > at the political 
and organisational level. 
The Oslo Accords and 
the Israeli interpretation 
of the Declaration of 
Principles have all but 
obliterated the national 
address and anchor of six. 
million Palestinians, the 
symbol of their inalien- 
able rights. The PLO. as 
national- aggregate and 
as the embodiment of 
Palestinian nationalism, 
has been eclipsed and 
effectively pre-empted 
by the Palestine National 
Authority (PNA). Not 
only does the substitu- 
tion of the PNA for the 
PLO divest the Palesti- 
nian cause of its national 
characteristics, but it 
also facilitates privatising 
the occupation. The au- 
thority is simply the 
highest guide and the 
most effective junior 
partner for the operation 
of a reconfigured 
occupation. 


The new Palestinian 
State Security Court and its 
“Star Chamber” proceed- 
ings. the midnight arrests 
and the extrajudicial execu- 
tions, the suspension of civil 
liberties and curtailment of 
a free press are Arafat's 
doings, but he is acting in 
accordance with Israeli- 
U.S. requirements on “law 
and order” — read “repres- 
sion.” The PNA, moreov- 
er, is an essential compo- 
nent of Israel’s military 
strategy for the next cen- 
tuiy. No longer willing to 
devote resources for the 
military at highly accept- 
able levels, Israel will be 
able to assure security and 
regional hegemony through 
the utilisation of advanced 
technology and minimal re- 
liance on traditional techni- 
ques which overburden li- 
mited human resources. In 
1975, Israel dedicated 33 
per cent of its GDP to 
defence. In 1995, this figure 
has dropped to 9 per cent. 
Resources are thus being 
diverted to investment-led 
exports enabling the Israeli 
economy to register a per 
capita GDP of $15,000 in- 
stead of $3,400 20 years 
ago. One of the world’s 
most developed economies 
is being created in a society 
which has been sustained by 
U.S. grants ($70bn thus 
far), captive Palestinian 
labour and lanu and vvaici 


member civilian bureaucra- 
cy, Mr. Ar&fat has been 
able to transform the poli- 
tical structure of the West 
Bank and Gaza during the 
past year to suit his agenda 
and that of his patrons. The 
PNA has thus become the 
largest employer in a socie- 
ty plagued by deliberate 
economic strangulation and 
impoverished by an occupa- 
tion policy of de-develop- 
ment. The PNA acts effec- 
tively as a conduit for inter- 
national donations, distri- 
buting jobs to a community 
which is being forced to live 
with a 65 per-cent unem- 
ployment rate in Gaza. And 
yet the cost of Israel's fre- 
quent closures and the sea- 
hng-off of the West Bank 
and Gaza has far exceeded 
the entire sum of interna- 
tional donations, which cre- 
ate these jobs, one of whose 
defining characteristics is 


political loyalty. The cost 
for. the Palestinians of such 
cronyism and non-produc- 


rights. A draft for a project 
to establish a “popular 
democratic movement." 
published in July 1995, de- 
clares the old political ter- 
rain with the various PLO 
constituent organisations 
irrelevant in the present 
contest. The aim would be 
to mobilise resources and 
collective energies on a 
non-partisan basis in order 
to succeed in moving the 
'venue of the negotiations 
'from Cairo, Gaza and va- 
rious Israeli resorts to the 
Palestinian street. The 
approach is not rejectionist. 
It is ameliorative and realis- 
tic rather than utopian. 
Based on the existing reali- 
ties, it is intent of trans- 
forming these realities in 
order to prevent the bantus- 
. tan solution. 

The movement does not 
seek to gain converts to its 
central objective of Palesti- 
nian statehood; most 
‘ Palestinians are already 


live employment in moral, 
social and political terms is 
simply catastrophic. 

The march of the Palesti- 
nians towards civil society is 
now being shunted towards 
the traditional approach of 
governance and conflict re- 
solution, which rests on the 
role of the clan in accord- 
ance with tribal roles. The 
decline of resistance has re- 
tarded the real task of 
democratic nation-buiiding, 
previously expressed in the 
roles of the popular com- 
mittees and the numerous 
NGOs. 


committed. The strategy 
calls for creating tangible 
conditions, through politic- 
al action, in which the in- 
terests of organised groups 
would fuel the actual adv- 
ance towards statehood. 
This would not be accom- 
plished by the various orga- 
nisations which work 
together but are subject to 
command derisions ema- 
nating from abroad, and 
bound by the ideological 
constraints of a bygone era. 
The old political formula is 
now seen as elitist, dogma- 
tic and even tribal in the 
relationship between the 
political organisations and 
the masses. The proposed 
alternative is to mobilise a 
multiplicity of unions, 
NGOs, women's groups, in- 
tellectuals, social, economic 
and cultural organisations 
in towns, villages and re- 
fugee camps in a broad 
structure to fill the vacuum 
and break the monopolies 
imposed by Arafat's estab- 
lishment and the religious 
opposition. 

The rest of the program- 
me is devoted to the realisa- 
tion of the Palestinian con- 
sensus on such things as 
Jerusalem, the refugees and 
the settlements. There is a 
healthy dose of civil liber- 
ties in the programme 
which make portions of it 
look like a bill of rights and 
much is written about the • 
Hf ed end corruption in 
the PNA. to restrain Ara- 
security apparatus, 
which include as many as 
nine intelligence agencies, 
to halt land alienation and 
to embark on rational eco- 
nomic development in 
order to terminate the , 
situation dependency. 

As a diplomatic train I 
continues to grind over the 
international consensus on 
Palestine, there i s an urgent 

seTuUr f0r a dem °™ic 

*“f ular . movement to 
emerge in Occupied Pales- 
tine and in the diaspora. 
u«-h a movement must 
2W a PMK following if 

Palestinians are to In- 

rain ?!“* the P olitica l »r- 
■*"V S n ° l conceded to 

owf Arafal or t0 «* 


As a huge employment 
agency, the PNA is trying 
to build support and forge 
consensus through political 
patronage. As the sole reci- 
pient of international dona- 
tions within the Oslo 
framework, it has suc- 
ceeded in bankrupting and 
stifling a vigorous NGO 
movement which had 
served as the main pillar of 
a civil society in formation. 
As the agent of Israel and 
enforcer of occupation law, 
it is trying to stem resist- 
ance and neutralise opposi- 
tion. 


The emergence of a third 
force 


mostly acquired through 
conquest. This economic 


trend is enhanced by the 
Israel-PNA deal. The Oslo 
process is part of an Israeli 
negotiating strategy which 
is part and parcel of the 
strategic planning for the 
next century. 


Breaking the structure of 
Palestinian society 


If Israel can “transfer" 
indigenous Palestinians 
out of their homes and 
land and declare its in-, 
tent to reserve these 
homes and land for Jew- 
ish settlers from all over 
the world, why can't the 
Palestinians declare that 
system racist and illegal? 
Shouldn't the “peace 
process" require recip- 
rocity in the revocation 


The new enterprise is 
seen , by Israel as cost 
effective as it prepares 
for the 21st century. The 
moral and materia! cost 
of the occupation is 
being passed on to. Mr. 
Arafat and international 
donors. Israel's legal and 
security institutions are 
freed from policing and 
rationalising the occupa- 
tion. Its diplomatic mis- 
sions and U.S- patron 
are released from the 
task of defending the in- 
defensible Israel's milit- 
ary budget will permit 


The PNA. moreover, is 
the primary domestic in- 
strument in* breaking down 
the structure of Palestinian 
society in the West Bank 
and Gaza. It has already 
ruptured the moral fabric of 
society and rendered the 
grassroot structures and 
pluralist political culture, 
built during 20 years of anti- 
occupation resistance, relics 
of the past. The norms of 
voluntarism and the asso- 
riational values, the self- 
help projects. " are bring 
steadily overwhelmed by in- 
ertia, bureaucratisation and 
opportunism. 

Relying on a 19.000- 
me m’b e r military 
bureaucracy and a 27.000- 


A new political terrain in 
the West Bank and Gaza 
has emerged from the Oslo 
process. It is seemingly 
bipolar, the PNA versus the 
Islamists, but in fact it is 
tripolar. The majority of 
the undifferentiated public 
tends to be secular, demo- 
cratic and opposed to the 
diminution of the Palesti- 
nian cause under Israeli 
pressure and PNA com- 
pliance. Their attempts to 
create a forum from which 
to articulate their interests 
and translate their views 
into public policy have been 
impaired by organisational 
and ideological constraints, 
not to mention the 
omnipresence of two au- 
thorities intolerant of any 
serious opposition. Yet 
there is a movement in 
formation which comprises 
independent politicians, 
members of the People’s 
party; the PFLP and DFLP. 
Their goal is the creation of 
a “third force” across a 
broad, non-ideological 
front whose common de- 
nominator is the salvation 
of Palestinian national 
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Palestinians boycott 
Jerusalem ‘party’ 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agenties) — Palestinians 
held their own conference on 
Jerusalem Saturday and cal- 
led for a boycott of celebra- 
tions planned by the city's 
Jewish mayor slated to begin 
next week. 

“These celebrations do not 
only disclaim Jerusalem's 
Arab and Islamic identity, 
but glorify its occupation," 
said Faisal Husseini, the top 
Palestinian official in Jeru- 
salem. 

He told about 200 people 
attending the ‘'Jerusalem 
Conference" that Arab East 
Jerusalem was .not going to 
participate in the 15-month 
celebrations of Jerusalem's 

3,000 “birthday" that starts 
Monday. 

The dispute over the bash 
to mark the 3,000 anniversary 
-of King David's capture of 
♦Jerusalem and establishment - 
of Jewish rule is the latest « 
surrounding the city. Earlier 
this - week, Israel ordered 
three Palestinian offices cut 
their ties with the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(FLO) or close. t 

The Palestinians complied. 
a But they held Saturday's con- 
ference at the Orient House, 
die PLO's unofficial head- 

3 uarters in Jerusalem, which 
le Israeli mayor, Ehud 
Olmert, and other members 
of his right-wing Likud Party 
have demanded shut. 

Israeli border police set up 
four checkpoints outside the 
Orient House during the two- 
hour conference. 

Palestinians want East 
Jerusalem as the capital of an 
independent state. Israel, 
who seized the eastern sector 
of the city in the 1967 
Mideast war, and . later 
/• annexed" it, says it will nev- 
er relinquish “sovereignty” 
over any part of Jerusalem. 

'The extremists who want 
to turn die city into a Jewish 
town cannot do so because 


they have to demolish every 
church, every house and ev- 
ery wall,” Roman Orthodox 
Bishop Lutfi Laham told the 
conference. 

But Palestinian residents 
were not satisfied with 
speeches and demanded the 
Palestinian National Author- 
ity (PNA) send them more 
support. 

“Before you start talking 
about Judaisation, why aren’t 
you doing anything to stop 
the collapse of our institu- 
tions. our schools and our 
medical institutions in the 
city," shouted school accoun- 
tant Hadil A1 Budairi. . 

The participants applauded 
in approval. 

Mr. Husseini said Palesti- 
nians could only count on 
themselves for support. 

“We should have a dear 
position against these 
celebrations which deny com- 
pletely the true Arab reality 
of the Holy Gty. The Euro- 
peans have boycotted it and 
so should we" he said, refer- 
ring to a decision by the 
European Union not to par- 
ticipate in the 15-month-long 
series of events. 

Palestinian leaders repre- 
senting different political fac- 
tions and religious groups cal- 
led on Arab countries to aid 
the Palestinian, institutions 
and help protect them against 
harassment by Jewish settlers 
who have been campaigning 
for their closure. 

Some 200 Palestinian 
schoolgirls demonstrated in 
front of Orient House, Mr. 
Husseini's. office, against the 
settlers who have set up a 
protest tent. Palestinian de- 
monstrators tried to burn the 
tent were dispersed by police.. 

Palestinians say the pre- 
sence of the settlers poses a 
danger to the students of two 
nearby schools whose classes 
began on Sunday after sum- 
mer holidays. 


13 Algerians face 
trial in Brussels 


BRUSSELS (AFP) — Thir- ' 
teen suspected members of 
the Armed Islamic Group 
(GIA). an Islamic militant 
movement waging a bloody, 
struggle to topple the Alge- 
rian government, go on trial 
here on Monday. 

- Among the accused is 
Ahmed Zaouj. 35, suspected 
of being a senior GIA figure 
in Europe. He and the other 
defendants — seven Alge- 
rians, a Tunisian and a 
Moroccan — were arrested in 
Belgium March 2 during a 
police sweep aimed at dis-"* 
mantling GIA logistics-opera- 
tions in the country. 

They will appear before 
Judge Claire de Grvse on 
charges of belonging to a 
criminal organisation, the re- 
ceipt and use of false docu- 
ments and weapons viola- 
tions. 

The trial will be held in the 
War Council hall located in 
the basement of the justice 
building here, a location pre- 
ferred for its absence of win- 
dows and its proximity ro 
holding cells. 

One hundred and fifty 
policemen have been 
assigned to the trial. Ail entr- 
ances to the jusricen building 
will be equipped with electro- 
nic detection devices. 

• In the last week Brussels 
nas been plagued by a string 
of false alerts, triggering the 
intervention of army de- 


mining units on four occa- 
sions in railroad and subway 
stations. 

“But for the moment.- no 
new terrorist threat has been 
directed at Belgium." said 
one official. 

Shortly after the arrests in 
March, the GIA called for 
the release of the 10 in a 
communique sent to AFP. 

“If the (Beglian) govern- 
ment does nor respond, the 
GIA will take measures in 
conformity with Sharia (Isla- 
mic law).” said the state- 
ment. which carried the sign- 
ature of the suspected head 
of the movement. Abu Abdul 
Rahman Amin. 

Belgian authoritiese in 
March said Islamic groups 
operating from Belgium were 
planning to attack in another 
country^ 

But the charges have not 
ben repeated. 

"There is nothing to sup- 
port a connection between 
those detained in March in 
Belgium and the attacks in 
Paris.” insisted a Belgian 
official. 

French police suspect 
Algerian militants to have 
been responsible for two 
blasts in the French capital, 
one in a subway station July 
that killed seven and injured 
86 and another in August 
near the Arc de Triomphe 
that injured 17. 


Businessmen define role 


(Continued from page 12) 

menied the international ex- 
pert. 

The working > group re- 
viewed the measures that the 
government is undertaking to 
amend some of the key eco- 
nomy and investment-related 
laws. The recommendations 
of the group are expected to 
include suggestions to the 
government on what could be 
further done in terms of leg- 
islation. 

The third group, which 
worked on the “financing" 
aspects, dealt with what were 
the concerns of international 
financing institutions while 
considering financing for pro- 
jects in any part of the world 
and related those concerns 
with the situation in Jordan. 

Also discussed was how 
Jordanian banks and fman- 
aal institutions could interact 
!»wUh foreign counterparts 
through partners and joint 
ventures as well as bonds and 
stocks. 

Addressing the gathering 
were Dr. Saket, Dr. Abdul- 
lah Al Malki, general manu- 
|er or the Association of 
Banks in Jordan. Philipp 
Nennedv, president of Ken- 


nedy & Company of New 
York. Theodore Berk, vice-' 
. president of Kennedy and 
Company. Greg Haddock of 
Sumitomo Bank. London 
and representatives of several 
international consulting 
firms. 

The conference is spon- 
sored by the World Affairs 
Council’ Amman, and the 
Association of Banks in Am-, 
man. Co-sponsors arc Sumi- 
tomo Bank. Kennedy and 
Company, and Phopham, 
Haik, Schnobrich & Kauf- 
man Limited of Washington 
D.C. 

According to the interna- 
tional observer at the confer- 
ence. "the deliberations here 
aim al preparing Jordanian 
businessmen to package and 
present themselves at the 
MENA summit, fully aware 
of what international 
businessmen and financiers 
would be looking for.“ 

Beyond that, said the 
observer, "the long-term 
objective is to continuously 
raise the awareness of Jorda- 
nian businesses on interna- 
tional trends and how to be 
ready to interact with the 
fast-moving developments in 
world economv." 
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BLAST IN PARIS: French firemen and policemen work in the open air market where a pressure 
cooker, reportedly packed with explosives and a detonating device, went off on Sunday, 
injuring, at least four people. It was the third blast in the French capital in six weeks (see page 
one) (AFP photo) - 
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Work under way on Tapline 


Princess Basma coordinates 
Arab stand at Beijing meeting 


BEIJING (Petra) — Her 
Royal Highness Princess Bas- 
ma on Sunday chaired a 
meeting at the Arab League 
office here of heads of the 
Arab delegations taking part 
in the Fourth World Confer- 
ence on Women (WCW). 

Addressing the delegation 
beads. Princess Basma stres- 
sed the importance of coordi- 
nating inter-Arab meeting re- 
lated to the WCW, which 
brings together delegations 
from 183 countries. 

Princess Basma said the 
meeting provides a good 
opportunity for reviewing 
and discussing international 


work plans and Arab posi- 
tions towards the various 
issues contained in the con- 
ference's plan of action. 

Princess Basma stressed 
the need for a unified Arab 
position towards the various 
issues and' for ensuring a 
mechanism for coordination 
among the Arab delegations 
during the conference. 

To ensure closer coordina- 
tion, the heads of the delega- 
tions decided to form a spe- 
cial committee chaired by 
Jordan and grouping mem- 
bers from five Arab coun- 
tries. 

The committee will meet' 


once in two days during the 
conference to discuss con- 
troversial issues and come up 
with a unified Arab stand 
towards them. 

They also agreed to pre- 
sent the Arab work plan 
which was adopted at the 
preparatory Arab meeting 
held in Amman in November 
under Princess Basma's 
chairmanship and endorsed 
by Arab ministers of social 
development. 

They also discussed Arab 
positions within the Group of 
77 and the points of differ- 
ence between this group and 


the European, American an^ 
Japanese groups. There is 
disagreement with the Group 
of 77 whether global econo- 
mic trends and economic 
adjustment programmes in 
the developing world in- 
crease rather than decrease 
differences and disparities 
between men and women. 

While the Group of 77 sees 
that such trends foster and. 
enhance disparities between 
men and women, the other 
groups see that the issue is 
exaggerated, saying that what 
is needed is further support 
for women-oriented prog- 
rammes. 


Assad, Mubarak play down Iraqi defection 


(Continued from page & ~ 

Mr. Mubarak dismissed as 
“pure nonsense" reports that 
the Iraqi military posed a 
threat to its neighbours. 

“There are so many 
rumours going on here and 
there, all over the world con- 
cerning the defection. AH 
these rumours, there is no 
evidence or proof thar any oi 
them is right," Mr. Mubarak 
said at the news conference. 

The defection of Gen. Has- 
san was considered a blow to 
the Iraqi regime. He was a 
former confidant of President 
Saddam and oversaw Bagh- 
dad’s arms production prog- 
ramme. After fleeing to Jor- 
dan. he said- he would work 
with the opposition to over- 
throw the Iraqi leadership. 

Mr. Assad arrived in Cairo 
with his foreign minister, 
Farouk Al Sharaa, and Vice 
President Abdul Halim 
Khaddam. Egyptian Foreign 
Minister Amr Musa and 
other high-ranking officials 
were present for the talks, 
which were only announced 
Saturday. 

Mr. Assad, the longtime 
Syrian leader, rarely travels 
abroad. His last trip was to 
Cairo on Dec. 28. where he 
met Mr. Mubarak and Saudi 
Arabian King Fahd. He re- 
turned to Damascus Sunday. 

“Perhaps there are other 
objectives (to the Iraqi defec- 
tions) that are not yet clear." 
said Mr. Assad, adding, "we 
are not going to comment 
everytime something like this 
happens." 

“We want to put an end to 
the suffering of the Iraqi peo- 
ple.” Mr. Mubarak 3dded. 

The Arab daily Al Hayat 
on Sunday quoted Western 
diplomatic sources in Am- 
man as saying that Syria had 
put additional troops on its 
border with Iraq “as a pre- 
caution against any attempt 
to overthrow the Iraqi gov- 
ernment.” 

Syria “had tried in vain the 

past four years to convince 
the United States to work 
with it in overthrowing the 
Iraqi regime.” the sources 
said, adding that it hoped ta 
“strengthen its regional posi- 
tion" with the move. 

Moreover, they said, 
Damascus felt “that if the fall 
of the Iraqi regime came by a 
U.S.-Jordanian-Gulf initia- 
tive, it would increase 
(Syria's) isolation in the re- 
gion." 

Vice President Khaddam 
expressed concern late Satur- 
day about "foreign interfer- 
ence" in Iraq following the 
defections during a meeting 
with Iranian President Ali 
Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani. 

He condemned "interfer- 
ence by foreign countries in 
the internal affairs of Iraq" 


and called on those countries, 
to "stqp.. their interference 
and allow the Iraqi people to 
decide their future," the 
•Arab daily Al Sharq Al 
Awsat reported on Sunday. 

Mr. Mubarak warned in 
late August against calls by 
Gen. Hassan and others out- 
side Iraq for die overthrow of 
President Saddam, saying his 
fall was an “internal matter." - 

Mr. Mubarak also came 
out against any American 
attempt to overthrow Presi- 
dent Saddam, to whom he 
offered political asylum in 
Egypt should he elect to step 
down. 

In other Iraq-related de- 
velopments: 

— Iraqi Irrigation Minister 
Nizar Jomaa Al Kassir has 
been arrested because of his 
ties to defector Gen. Hassan. 
an opposition group said. 
The Supreme Council of the 
Islamic Revolution in Iraq 
(SCIRI), said. Mr. Kassir 
was among about 100 military 
and political officials arrested 
for their links with Gen. Has- 
san. 

Among the others were the 
former army chief-of-staff. 
General Rashid Takriti, and 
the former oil minister. Safaa 
Hadi Jawad. added SCIIRI. a 
Tehran-based group. 

It said 60 per cent of staff 
at the Military Industrialisa- 
tion Organisation were 
arrested in a purge ordered 
by President Saddam. 

* President Saddam has also 
entrusted bis youngest son 
Qussai with security ita Bagh- 
dad, SGRI said, •adding he 
had tak*n charge of “"all 
security services." 

Protection around govern- 
ment buildings in the capital 
■‘especially the Defence 
Ministry, security services, 
telephone offices and the 
National Assembly" hajJ also 
been boosted, it added. 

So far Qussai was believed 
to have been in charge of his 
father's dose protection. 

On Tuesday the Iraqi 
National Congress opposition 
coalition said President Sad- 
dam had ordered all the 
property of his eldest son, 
Uday, to be seized after in- 
creased criticisms against hin 
from other members of the 
ruling family. 

— President Saddam has 
engaged in negotiations with 
Mauritania to secure political 
asylum for himself and his* 
entourage, a U.5.’ news 
magazine reported. Iraq de- 
nied the report. 

U.S. News and World Re- 
port also said in its latest 
edition that traces of chemic- 
als delected on the battlefield 
indicate that Baghdad may 
have used chemical weapons 
during the Gulf war contrary 
to assertions by the Penta- 
gon. 


The News magazine said 
Mauritania’s President 
Maaouya Ould Sidi Ahmad 
Taya had reached favourably 
to the question of asylum for 
President Saddam in the 
country. 

The magazine, citing 
anonymous intelligence 
sources in Mauritania, said 
Shabib Al Maliki, the Iraqi 
justice minister, flew to 
Mauritania in July to meet 
with the Mauritanian leader. 

U.S. News and World Re- 
port also said the United 
Nations would reveal this 
week that Iraqis had pro- 
duced a toxin that causes 
gangeme. 

Citing recently released 
Pentagon documents, the 
magazine said traces of che- 
micals were found on the 
Gulf battlefield. In the past, 
the Pentagon said no such 
weapons were found. 

— Gen. Hassan has named 
the Arab interpreter for a 
senior U.N. official investi- 
gating Iraq’s non- 
conventional weapons prog- 
ramme as an agent of Bagh- 
dad, Al Hayat reported. 

The newspaper said Gen. 
Hassan identified the man 
during a meeting last month 
with Rolf Ekeus, head of the 
U.N. Special Commission re- 
sponsible for dismantling 
Iraq's weapons programmes. 

Tne newspaper quoted un- 


identified “western sources”, 
as saying Gen.' Hassan had 
refused to let the interpreter 
sit in on the meeting with Mr. 
Ekeus in Amman. 

Al Hayat did not identify 
the alleged agent or give his 
nationality. 

When Mr. Ekeus arrived 
for his meeting with Gen. 
Hassan with the interpreter, 
the defector immediately 
asked Mr.. Ekeus to ex- 
pel him from the session, the 
daily said. 

Gen. Hassan reportedly 
told Mr. Ekeus: “This name 
is familiar to us. He's an Iraqi 
agent who has been providing 
Iraq with important informa- 
tion about the U.N. commit- 
tee’s activities." 

— Mr. Ekeus said mean- 
while Iraq’s biological 
weapons programme had the 
world on the “verge of a 
massive catastrophe." 

Mr. Ekeus told the Ger- 
man weekly Der Spiegel 
Gen. Hassan had shown him 
documents exceeding "every- 
thing we knew or thought we 
knew about the Iraqi army's 
biological weapons.” 

He added: "As far as I'm 
concerned, Iraq's biological 
weapons were at the last 
stage of development. They 
were ready to be used at any 
moment and would have kil- 
led millions of people." 


Israel, PLO resume talks 


(Continued Grom page 1) 

threatened with the backing 
of Israel’s rightwing opposi- 
tion to set up private militias 
if the army is pulled out. 

The Palestinians, however, 
want total control of the town 
and will only allow an Israeli 
military presence in the new 
Jewish quarter and in the 
Ibrahimi Mosque, where a 
settler gunned down 30 Mus- 
lims in February 1994. 

They are also against a 
deployment of international 
observers in the town, as 
suggested by Israel, if there is 
no troop withdrawal. 

“I am against the presence 
of international observers in 
Hebron if the army stays.” 
Hebron Mayor Mustafa Nat- 
sheh told AFP. “But I sup- 
port their presence if the 
Israeli army withdraws.” 

On the prisoner issue, the 
PLO wants all 6.500 Palesti- 
nians still held in Israeli jails 
to be released before the start 
of talks on the final status of 
the territories due to begin in 
May 1996. 

But Israel has only- 
accepted to free 1 .500 prison- 
ers up to the election of a 
self-rule council planned for 
the end of the year, followed 
by an unspecified number af- 


ter an agreement on the terri- 
tories. 

As for Jerusalem. Israel is 
against any polling stations in* 
the Arab East of the Holy 
City- 

Mr. Arafat has instructed 
his peace team -to speed up 
the negotiations. 

The instructions came de- 
spite complaints by the top 
Palestinian negotiator 
Ahmad Qouriea that the 
Israelis were dragging their 
feet on reaching a deal. 

Mr. Peres said over the 
weekend that .he was confi- 
dent a pact could be written 
and signed by the end .of the 
month. Following a meeting 
in Italy with Mr. Arafat. Mr. 
Peres also said he hoped 
Palestinian elections could 
take place by the year's end. 

Mr. Arafat briefed his self- • 
rule cabinet in Gaza City of 
his meeting with Mr. Peres 
following his return late 
Saturday? They also seriously 
discussed a proposal by U.S. 
Mideast envoy Dennis Ross 
to move the negotiations to 
Washington. Palestinian 
sources said. 

“The Palestinian team has 
been instructed by Arafat 
and his cabinet to speed up 
the talks," said Planning 
Minister Nabii Shaath after 
the five-hour meeting. 


(Continued from page 1) 

m 

the rest.- 

Following the closure, Iraq 
became the sole supplier to 
Jordan, trucking about 

50.000 barrels of crude and 

20.000 barrels of fuel oil to 
the Kingdom every day. The 
oil supplies are exempt from 
.the international sanctions 
imposed against Iraq after its 
invasion of Kuwait. 

However, the recent defec- 
tion to Jordan of Hussein 
Kamel Hassan, Iraq’s minis- 
ter of industry and a son-in- 
law of President Saddam 
Hussein, along with his 
brother and their wives, both 
daughters of President Sad- 
dam, and His Majesty King 
Hussein's decision to grant 
then] asylum have raised the 
spectre of a strain in ties 
between Amman and Bagh- 
dad. 

The U.S.. which is. leading 
the anti-Iraq campaign in the 
West, is seeking to isolate 
Iraq further by severing Jor- 
dan's trade and economic- 
links with Iraq. U.S. Assis- 
tant Secretary for Near JEast- 
em Affairs Robert Pelletreau 
visited. Jordan, Saudi Arabia 
and Kuwait in mid-August, in 
an obvious effort to repalce 
Iraq with the Gulf states as 


Jordan’s oil suppliers. 

His Majesty King Htgggin, 
in a speech to the nation on 
Aug. 23, said Jordan had ho 
intention to close its bordlfl 
with Iraq or cut its trade 
economic links with its east* 
era neighbour. The King aim 
said that Jordan wouls seek 
alternate sources of oil blit 
only as a contingency mea° 
sure. 

Suggestions that the 
maintenance work on the Ta= 
pline came after Mr. 
wazeh, the energy minister, 
reportedly cancelled or 
poned a scheduled to 
Iraq. 

Iraq is benefiting from the 
daily flow of oil to Jordan, 
since it receives part of tfre 
cost of the shipments 
Jordanian food and medici ne 
exports. Pan of .the rest is 
adjusted against Iraqi drifts 
to Jordan. 

Jordan's refusal to jol n the 
anti-Iraq coalition iri rhe 
1990-91 Gulf crisi.-j had 
strained its ties with ti.ie Gulf 
states. However, Jordan has 
managed to mend 'relatione 
with most of them, and its 
reconciliation efforts got a 
boost with its decision to 
shelter the Iraqi defectors. 

Saudi King Fah.d and King 
Hussein are expected to meet 
soon. 


Qatar: Normalisation premature 

(Continued Grom page 1) 

Court of Justice at the Hague 
to start settling the dispute on 
the island which are believed 
to be rich in gas. 

The dispute erupted in 
1939 after Britain, former 
colonial power in the Gulf, 
awarded the islands to 
Bahrain and the two coun- 
tries almost came to war in 
1986. 

Sheikh Hamad also said 
that the August 8 defection to 
Jordan of former Iraqi Indus- 
try Minister Hussein Kamel 
Hassan “is purely an Iraqi 
issue," rejecting any interfer- 
ence in Baghdad's internal 
affairs. 

Qatar has called for a lift- 
ing of the oil and trade 
embargo imposed by the Un- 
ited Nations on Iraq after its 
August 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait. 


On the economic front, 
Sheikh Hamad admitted that 
Qatar's economy was stag- 
nating but said it was a worl- 
dwide problem, and also due 
to the huge investments made 
by Qatar in gas and petroche- 
mical projects. 

"The current economic 
stagnation is a worldwide 
problem... the problem for 
the oil-exporting developing 
countries is even tougher be- 
cause of the continuing fall in 
oil prices. 

“Qatar has launched in the 
past two years important pro- 
jects in gas, petrochemicals 
and fertilisers, which re- 
quired considerable financ- 
ing, reducing cash liquidity. 

“We expect these projects 
in the near future to allow for 
a diversification of the eco- 
nomy and thereby reduce our 
dependence on oil.” 


PLO reports Libyan expulsion 

(Continued from page I) • 


30,000 Palestinians working' 
in Libya without giving a 
reason. The Libyan leader 
urged other Arab states to do 
the same. 

More than four million 
Palestinians live and work in 
Arab and foreign states. 

Col. Qadhafi opposed the 
PLO-Israel peace deal. Since 
1992. the United Nations has 
imposed economic, air and * 
military sanctions on Libya as 


an alleged sponsor of interna- 
tional terrorism. 

Although Libya's main in- 
come is secured by oil sales, 
the sanctions have weakened 
its economy and affected the 
government's ability to con- 
tinue subsidising basic food 
products. 

The presence of more than 
1.5 million foreign workers in 
the country added to its eco- 
nomic burdeifs and demands 
for hard currency. 


Jordan tightens border with Iraq 


(Continued from page 1) 


triple checking identities of 
all travellers," he added. 

"We also increased the 
already very tough measures 
to ensure no goods banned by 
the United Nations find their 
way to Iraq." 

Truck drivers carrying 
food, medicine and other 
goods exempted by U.N. 
sanctions say they have to 
unload all their cargo for 
customs agents. Previously 
there were only spot checks. 

Officials searching for hid- 
den banned goods use metal 
rods to beat the bodies of the 
tankers used to import 75,000 
barrels of Iraqi oil per day, 
Jordan's Total supply. 

Three checkpoints manned 
by desert police were added 
to five already straddling the 
highway to Amman. Addi- 
tional' temporary barricades 
appear without warning. 

“My trip to Amman is be- 
coming very tiring and ex- 


hausting,". said’ an Iraqi 
businessman who often 
travels to Amman. "The bor- 
der authorities are very cau- 
tious now." 

Another traveller said: “It- 
was an awful delay at the 
border but they were very 
nice to us and one guard even 
told me ‘you are our brothers 
we will never turn our backs 
against you.’" 

Jordan tightened searches 
three years ago after 
Washington complained Am- 
man was not enforcing sanc- 
tions. Goods, arriving at Jor- 
dan’s port of Aqaba, Iraq's 
main sea link, are now sear- 
ched by a Western company 
hired by the United Nations. 

But the Kingdom says it 
has been unable to halt Iraqi - 
companies in Jordan operat- 
ing behind powerful Jorda- 
nian frontmen, a persistent 
U.S. demand. 

“This will be as impossible 
as attempting to wipe out the 
mafia in Italy," said one di- 
plomat. 


JOB ANNOUNCEMENT 

Seeking experienced graphic designer for 
short-term project on tourism in Jordan. Must 
have own Macintosh Desktop Publishing 
system; either Quadra Systems or Power 
Macintosh 8100 or higher. Must have 
available studio space. Must understand the 
four colour separation process. Must be 
proficient in Quark Xpress, Adobe Illustrator, 
Photoshop, and Microsoft Word. Must have at 
least 5 years professional experience. Must 
be able to generate maps and artwork from 
thumbnail sketches. Qualified individuals 
please fax or deliver resume and samples to: 

Jordan Tourism Board 
Jabal Amman 
Fax: 647915 

Interviews will be conducted on 
Tuesday, Septembers only. 

No phone calls please. 



\7 C 



: y 


lues 


conomy 


JORDAN TIMES, MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 4, 1995 


World Bank warns U.S., 
allies not to ignore poor 


JACI£SON. Wyoming (R)' — 
World Bank President James 
Wolfensohn warned the Un- 
ited States and its rich allies 
Saturday that they risked 
undermining fragile - new 
democracies in the" develop- 
ing world hy focusing, too 
much on their own economic 
problems. 

In his first major address 
since taking over as hank 
. :hief three months ago. Mr. 
Wolfensohn also castigated 
tl.»e U-S. Congress for its 
pk'inned deep cuts in aid to 
his organisation, saying the 
menses undermined the "lend- 
ing i igency's credibility in the 
deve loping world. 

“W'e'rcr seeing throughout 
the developing" world" new 
democ racies. fragile new 
democr; icies. tentative new 
democra cies.” Mr. Wolfen- 
sohn tokl an economic con- 
ference ir.' this mountain re- 
sort. "Tht* issue ... of our 


commitment in the de- 
veloped countries (is) abso- 
lutely crucial to their stabil- 
ity." 

His speech came at the end 
of a i#o-duy meeting spon- 
sored by the Kansas City 
Federal Reserve Bank at 
which central bankers, 
businessmen and academics 
generally agreed on the need 
for governments to cut their 
budget deficits. 

While not taking issue with 
that conclusion. Mr. Wolfen- 
sohn stressed the .difficulties 
facing developing nations in 
carrying that out as they 
struggle to lift their people 
from abject poverty. 

"It's very comfortable in 
Jackson to talk about it. hut I 
can tell you on the ground its 
damn difficult." said Mr. 
Wolfensohn. a former Wall 
Street hanker who has spent 
much of his first three months 
at the World Bank vjsitine 


poor nations in Africa. Latin 
America and Asia. . ’ 

The new democracies of 
the developing world are con- 
fronted b\ "tough budget 
choices while operating 
under a "magnifying glass of 
political and social pressures" 
'not seen in the industrial 
world, he said. 

"There is an extraordinary 
fragility he added. "And 
combined with that fragility 
there are extraordinarily high 
expectations." 

He warned industrial na- 
tions against becoming preoc- 
cupied with their ow n econo- 
mic problems such as the 
need to cut budget deficits, 
and in the process ignoring 
the plight .of their poorer 
brethren. 

"I just sound the caution." 
Mr. Wolfensohn said. 
"Those who work with the 
developing world (such as the 
World Bank) are increasingly 



Russian prime minister vows to 
defend capitalism in parliament 


James Wolfensohn 

less credible because of (in- 
dustrial countries') in- 
creasingly inward lookintrex- 
amination." 

He criticised the U.S. Con- 
gress in particular for its plan 
to slash America's contribu- 
tion to the bank's Interna- 


tional Development Associa- 
tion (IDA ) as part of a bigger 
programme to balance the 
budget. 

IDA is an affiliate of the 
hank that lends money at no 
interest charge to the world's 
poorest nations. 


Higher oil prices boost UAE exports to Japan 


ABU DHAB'I (AFP) — A 
surge in crude- oil prices and 
larger gas supplies boosted 
the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) exports to Japan by 
nearly 30 per cent in the first 
quarter of 1995.. official fi- 
gures showed Suinday. 

The exports stood at nearly 
$2.71 billion in the first quar- 
ter compared with around 
$2.07 billion in the first quar- 


ter of 1994, according to the 
Japan Ex ternal Trade Orga- 
nisation (JETRO). 

Oil and liquefied natural 
gas (LNG) supplies soared to 
around $2.66 billion from 
nearly $2.03 billio n in the 
same period, JETRO said in 
a report send to AFP from its 
UAE office. 

It gave no details of the 
supplies but the UAE is the 


top oil exporter to Japan, JETRO officials said the 


supplying it with nearly a * surge in the first quarter was 


quarter of its total crude im- 
ports. 

Most of the crude is sup- 
plied by Abu Dhabi, the 
main oil producer in the 
UAE. Official UAE figures 
showed around 40 per cent of 
the country’s total oil produc- 
tion of 2.16 million barrels 
per day is sold to Japan. 


due to a sharp increase in 
world crude ' prices, which 
averaged $17.03 a barrel 
compared with $13.50 in the 
first quarter of 1994. 


They had no figures for the 
rst half of 1995 but said they 


first half of 1995 but said they 
expected the value of sup- 
plies to be higher as oil prices 
remained above $17 com- 
pared with around $14.5 in 
the first half of 1994. 


CHOOSE THE RIGHT HAMMER 

FOR YOUR MACHINE 

Rammer Hits Harder 
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Another factor was a surge 
in LNG sales after the com- 
pletion of an expansion pro- 
ject that doubled the output 
capacity of the UAE’s main 
gas liquefaction plant on Das 
island to around five million 
tonnes per year. Most of its 
production is exported to the 
Japanese Tokyo Electric 
Power Company under a 
long-term supply contract, 
which has been extended to 
2020. 
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In contract. Japan’s ex- 
ports to the emirates declined 
to around $549.2 million in 
the first quarter of 1995 from 
$643.5 million in. the first 
.quarter 'of . 1995, r 


This was due to lower de- 
mand caused by a surge in the 
yen against the U.S. dollar, 
to which the UAE currency, 
dirham, is pegged. 

This was due to lower de- 
mand caused by a surge in the 
yen against the U.S. dollar, 
to which the UAE .currency, 
dir bam, is pegged. 

But the increase in oil ex- 
ports offset such a decline, 
with the overall trade be- 
tween the two countries 
growing to around $3.26 bil- 
lion from nearly $2. 7 billio n 
in the same period, JETRO 
figures showed. 

Most of Japan’s exports to 
die UAE are electrical ap- 
pliances. watches, vehicles 
and other manufactured pro- 
ducts. Its non-oil imports 
from the Gulf OPEC produc- 
er indude aluminium, food 
and other light products. 

Japan is the' UAE’s biggest 
commercial partner, with 
two-way trade standing at 
around $11.4 billion in 1994. 
The trade balance has re- 
mained largely in favour of 
the emirates due jtQjgrge oil 
supplies. ; ii- 


MOSCOW (R) — Russian 
pfame Minister Viktor Cher- 
nomyrdin. heading a centrist 
bloc to run in December's 
parliamentary election, 
vowed Sunday to defend the 
country's transition to capi- 
talism. 

"We will oppose all who 
want to turn the clock back, 
all who want to share every- 
thing, all who want to have 
people lined up ’ in ranks 
again.” Mr. Chernomyrdin 
told a news conference. 

"We were unique for a 
while and know the result. 
Thanks, (but) enough.” said 
the 57-year-pold premier at 
the end of a two-day confer- 
ence of his bloc "Our Home 
is Russia.’* 

Many political analysts be- 
lieve the communists, nostal- 
gic for the old Soviet order, 
will be the biggest threat to 
Mr. Chernomyrdin’s bloc in 
the poll. 

Russian liberals regarded 
Mr. Chernomyrdin himself as 
a "red manager” when Presi- 
dent Boris Yeltsin appointed 
him to the post in IS&3. but 
later had to acknowledge the 
premier's commitment to 
market, reform. 

Mr. Chernomyrdin, who 
initially declared himself a 
pure Technocrat, entered the 
unfamiliar world of electoral 
politics in May when Mr. 


Yeltsin, worried by the grow- 
ing strength of communists 
and nationalists, suggested 
that a powerful centrist 
grouping could counter-ba- 
lance them- _ . 

Many government minis- 
ters and regional bosses were 
fast to join Mr. Chernomy- 
rdin's bloc dubbed the "Party 
of Power” by Russian media. 
Liberal opponents accuse the 
premier of planning to turn 
Russia into an oligarchic state 

ran by bureaucracy. 

"They call us the Party of 
Power." Mr. Chernomyrdin 
said. "All right. we_ want 
power. Who doesn’t." 

Mr. Chernomyrdin said 
that strong representation in 
the state Duma (lower house) 
would help him push through 
crucial legislation to speed up 
reform. 

"How can you expect com- 
panies to develop without a 
law on public companies? How 
can you cany out agricultural 
reform without a law on land 
ownership?" he said. "Give 
us the laws and then ask why 
the government doesn't use 
them to the benefit of the 
country." 

Mr. Chernomyrdin's party 
list is packed with well 
known figures, including 
Oscar-winning film director 
and actor Nikita Mikhail kov. 
and army general Lev Rokh- 


lin. who rejected an award 
for his participation in the 
Chechen conflict. 

But facing opposition ftom 
communists, ultra-national- 
ists and liberal opponents — 
who have no impressive party 
lists — Mr. Chernomyrdin 
initially set out to use the 
levers of administrative pow- 
er to promote his candidates. 

This tactic failed last 
month at local elections in 
Yekaterinburg region, where 
a candidate backed by Mr.' 
Chernomyrdin lost to popu- 
lar local strongman Eduard 
Rossel. who seeks stronger 
economic independence from 
Moscow. 

Another upset came last 
week, when Sergei Shakhrai, 
the leader of the influential 
centrist party Pres, left Mr. 
Chernomyrdin's bloc, saying 
it would do badly in the 
elections. 

Latest opinion polls show 
that his bloc is trailing the 
Communist Party ■'"and in 
some regions is behind the 
liberal, opposition Yabloko. 
Bloc of prominent economist 
Grigory Yavlinsky. But Mr. 
Chernomyrdin appeared sure 
of success. 

"I am sure that if proper 
efforts are made our move- 
ment could get a solid repre- 
sentation in parliament,* he 
said. 


U.S. inflation prospects ease 


PHILADELPHIA. Pennsyl- 
vania (AFP) — The rate of 
inflation in the United States 
is expected to ease over the 
coming years, according to a 
Federal Reserve long-term 
forecast. 

"The outlook for inflation 
over the next five quarters, as 
well as over the next 10 years, 
looks better now than it did 
just three months- ago.” the 
Federal Reserve (Fed) bank 


of Philadelphia said, quoting 
its quarterly -survey of 52 ex- 


perts. 

The consumer price index 
is expected to average a 2.9 
per* cent rate of increase in 
the third quarter of this year, 
compared to 3.5 per cent 
forecast in the previous esti- 
mate. 

For the last three months 
of the year, the rate in annual 
terms is expected to be 3.2 
per cent and 3.3 per cent for 
the first quarter of next year. 

The rate of inflation is ex- 
pected to amount to 3.2 per 


cent for 1995 and 3.2 per cent 
in 1996. 


Over the next 10 years, the 
inflation rare is expected to 
hover around 3.2 per cent. 
This is the lowest estimation 
since . 1991 when the Phi- 
ladelphia Fed first started 
issuing its long range esti- 
mate. 


Experts also expect an in- 
crease in economic growth in 
the third quarter, following a 
slowing down in the second. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Mike ArgHcxv 


i Unscramble these four Jumbles. 

■ Gns'latfer to each square. Jo form 


THE Daily Crossword by Melvin Kenworthy 



YIXST 


o«95 Tarn Hadi Smfco. me 
Rained. 


JETEC 


YURCOT 



WHAT EVERyoNE 
THOUGHT HER 
LITTLE TWIN3 WERE. 


They forecast a 2.1 per 
cent growth rate in annual 
terms % of the gross domestic 
product after inflation in the 
third quarter, of the year and 
h J2-8 per cent rate over the 
Remainder of the year. 

Over the whole of 1995, 
the growth rate is expected to 
be 2.9 per cent and 2.5 per 
cent in 1996. 

The unemployment rate is 
expected to be 5.7 per cent 
this year and next. 

Fed monetary policy will 
remain in a holding pattern - 
over the near term, according 
to forecasters. 


HOROSCOPE 


WURCEF 


Now arrange the circled tetters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


FOR ECAST FOR MONDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 4, 1995 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrolo- 
ger, Carroll Righter Foundation 


ACROSS 
1 Macaroni 
6 Helper: abbr. 

10 Sidekick, on the 
ranch 

14 Permit 

15 Nobelist Wiesel 

16 Exchange 
premium 

17 Climbing vine 
IS A Turner 

19 Do a street |Ob 

20 Some books 

22 "Be it — so 

23 OHice item 

24 Wading birds 
26 Slip by 

30 Acclaim 

32 Fountain item 

33 Mediterranean 
port 

35 Scoffed 
39 Originate 
41 What- riot 

43 VT town 

44 In addition 

46 Enthusiastic 
liveliness 

47 Active beginning 
49 Corpulent 

51 — bills (fence 
sign) 

54 CEO 

56 Palo — . CA 

57 Legal tender 

63 Kind of hammer 

64 Entreaty 

65 Popeye's girl 

66 Decorative piece 

67 Fat 



“I think it would be nice to have a little 
home in the country,. maybe in a 
hollow tree or a cave.” 


Print answer here : 


Yesteipay’s 


(Answers tomorrow) 
Jumbles; EMBER HEAVY MANAGE COLUMN , 
Answer: The rasuft of too much food and drink — 

A HANG OVER 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Come to an agreement with a 
penon in business. Doing some- 
thing which wfll please the one 
yon love brings fine rewards. 



HOW LONG 15 IT 601N6 TO 
TAKE BEFORE W REALIZE 
I'M IN NO POSITION RIGHT 
NOLO TO FEEP YOU 7 



TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Cement better relations with a 
dynamic associate this morning, 
and then do nothing to upset the 
applecart. 


r !M A ^ 
QUICK 
LEARNER 


GEMINI; (May 21 to June 21) 
Get busy at tasks ahead of you 
and you can accomplish a great 
deal today, but first get it weD 
organised. 



MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to ' 
July 21) Be sure to get creative 
ideas across to others this morn- 
ing. Steer dear of blockages in , 
the path of your progress. 

LEp: (July 22 to August 21) Yon- : 
begin pie day property by want- ; 
mg to handle your obligations in ’ ‘ 
the right way and you can do just 
that today. 


Andy Capp 


S K S?? : 4£ og,1 ? t 22 X0 Septem- ’ 
oer a) That situation between 
you and a partner comes right " 

raiT in»A tli* a.j • « 
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Yesterday's puzzle strived: 


somATsrr, 

19 Hr WELL, 


8 Basin 

9 Bristly flower 
head 

10 Bluffer? 

1 1 Century plant 

12 Fastener 

13 Activists 


66 Ryan ot baseball 21 Root vegetables 


69 Peddle 

70 Abstract beinq 

71 Clothe 


DOWN 

1 Sensory organ 

n ’-for— 

j — down 
(suppress) 

4 Normal firmness 
of tissue 

5 Things granted 
for merit 

6 Philippine 
natives 

7 Raincoat 


25 Infatuated 

26 homo" 

27 Author Anita 

28 Chanty 

29 Kitchen wiper 
31 Passing grades 
34 Twelvemonth 

36 Certain 
geographic 
region 

37 Of an epoch 

38 Gainsay 
40 Beasts of 

burden 
42 Drunkard 
45 Pruning shears 
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paaaaQ tanuu aoj 
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QQSQ nnnnn bbqqT 
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□□□□ QQEJOQ BEK3EB 


GOOD RIDDANCE, 

oTycre wijwr 


•S»o f^ 





VVHATDOVOJWWT? 

Y A RECEIPT? r" 


out into the open today, and you 
settle rt wisely. 


LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
ber 22) Make those changes in 


year surroundings today which 
W1U bring you more happiness 
and comfort as well. 


SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) This can be a 
goon nay for you if you make up 
your mind which nothing can 
Up8« you, no matter what hap- 
pens. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 

Marts at home, take no pan in it 
Forget about entenaimne there and 
plan for another day. 

CAPRICORNS (December 22 to 
JMtaiy 20) Get at your corres- 
pondence early since .later today 
you may not find favour with 

otfaws, so rest up and you will 

succeed in your duties. 

( J i nu «y 2i 




Mutfn'Jteff 


mutt, can myt w «n v 

BROTHER. JUL1USL STA/ 
WITH US WHILE HE'S / 

, in Town? , — — i 


why? 


48 Overthrow 

50 TV’s Donny or 
Marie 

51 Covenants 

52 Stan's sidekick 

53 Kiosk 

55 Novelist Charles 


58 Woe is me! 

59 Swan genus 

60 World's longest 
river 

61 Gabor and 
Peron 

62 Urges 


WELL* HE'S NOT A BAD > 
I caKt suy TO HAVE • 
t Fiwn A AROUND, MUTT* 
and HE'S V6Ry 
AMUSING! JULIUS. 
^ ^UJTTf AMUSE 

r N0W I COME ^ 
OUT LIKE THIS/ 
■You <suess 
WHAT STATES! 
I REI^RESENT/. 

WELL. THE HAT IS f 

NEW M&iilCo AND! 
THE SWEATER 1 
iS JERSEY but! 
WHAT'S THE U 
\jSHOE WR?y| 











iTi '~ am 



HA HA/ N 

I KNEW YOU'D 1 
PUT YOUR FOOT. 
^ IN |T* _ J 


?4 
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of economic news 
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Saket: 
Banking 
accounts 
for 17% 
of GDP 
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☆☆ ASSETS OF .financial 
^ and insurance institutions 
i* add up to nearly JD 8.3 bil- 
lion. economist and former 
minister Bassam Al Saket 
told an economic seminar. 
He pointed out that this fi- 
gure represents 194 per cent 
of Jordan's gross domestic 
product (GDP). Dr. Saket 
indicated that .the banking 
sector alone accounts for 85 
per cent of the total assets 
and that although it employs 
three per cent of the work- 
force, the banking sector con- 
tributes 17 per cent of the 
GDP. 

The speaker said the finan-. 
rial institutions should raise 
their investments which cur- 
rently stand as low as 7.3 per 
cent of its assets. The insur- 
ance sector should also mod- 
ify its investment distribu- 
tion, Dr. Saket said, pointing 
out that insurance companies 
were mainly investing in real 
estate and construction. “The 
coming period is characte- 
rised by preparing for 'the 
regional and international 
changes and our negotiations 
with World Trade Organisa- 
tion. the successor of GATT, 
require special attention and 
study," Dr. Saket adding: 
"We look for a wider diversi- 
^ fication of monetary tools 
• and the depositor and the 
investor seek a higher level of 
banking control and a trans- 
patency. in getting periodical, 
economic information about" 
companies 3nd industrial en- 
tities so he (depositor or in- 
vestor) can base his/her in- 
vestment decision on 
documented bases and not on 
moves and expectations of 
speculators" (Al Ra'i). 

ACCORDING TO a 
high-ranking official, nego- 
tiations will start soon with 
the World Bank over the 
possibility of obtaining an $80 
million loan from the bank 
and other countries. If 
obtained, the loan will be 
used to support the balance 
of payments and building-up 
reserves. The preliminary 
negotiations aim at reaching 
a tentative agreement on the 
terms of the loan which* could 
be drawn before the end of 
this, year (Al Aswaq). 


☆☆ A NUMBER of com- 
panies which manufacture 
electrical appliances are tak- 
ing practical steps to put an 
end to the “bumf marker" 
which spread in the past few 
years and resulted in m3ny 
traders fleeing the country 
. leaving behind over JD 30 
million of debts. Local manu- 
facturers and importers have 
now resorted to cash sales to 
^avoid ending up with 
'XKmnced checks being re- 
turned by banks for insuffi- 
cient funds. Hani At Khalili, 
head of the association of 
traders in electrical and elec- 
tronic products. ruled out the 
return of the “burnt market" 
and pointed out that only 
some stocks might have re- 
surfaced on a limited scale. 
He stressed that the manufac- 
turers were selling at an en- 
couraging price for cash pay- 
ments [o' enable traders stay 
in the business. Retailers are 
also demanding guarantees 
higher than the sale amount 
and refusing to sell large 
quantities under instalments 
even if the offer was temp- 
ting. Previously a number of 
traders were selling electrical 
appliances in instalments 
without receiving guarantees 
or downpayments from peo- 
ple who even had no dealings 
with the banks. A manager of 
a large establishment blamed 
the Ministry of Industry and 
Trade for approving the set- 
ting up of mam' television, 
refrigerator' and washing 
machine manufacturers with- 
out conducting an actual 
Tstudv of the needs of the 
market and its future poten- 
tial. He said that such a num- 
* ber of industries helped cre- 
■atc the phenomenon of 
!l“ ur fl t Prices'* although 

‘rue’* waders had nothing to 

do with it. (A^ Aswaq). 


Coca-Cola 
pulls out 
of Iran 

NICOSIA. Cyprus (AP) — 
The next time Iranians reach 
for a Coke it won’t be the real 
thing. 

The Coca-Cola Co. has 
stopped delivery of its secret 
formula following a U.S. ban 
on trade with Iran, the com- 
pany's local subsidiary, the 
Nushab Co. . said in a news- 
paper advertisement. 

The ad in the .Farsr- 
language Kayhan dally said 
the local firm would continue, 
to use the trademark Coke 
bottles for the time being. 
But they will be filled with 
locally-made orange sodas 
until hew bottles could be 
produced. 

The ad said Coca-Cola had 
acted on the orders of Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton, who im- 
posed a trade embargo on 
Tehran in June after accusing 
the Iranians of sponsoring 
international terrorism and 
trying to manufacture nuclear 
weapons. 

Coke, seen by Iranian offi- 
cialdom as a symbol of U.S. 
imperialism, returned to Iran 
only last year after a 15-year 
ban brought on by the Islamic 
revolution. 

But the popular drink re- 
turned with little fanfare. For 
weeks', many Iranians we-, 
ren't even sure they were 
drinking real Coke or locally- 
manufactured sodas sold in 
old Coca-Cola bottles since 

the revolution. 




‘ Low-income women are the best credit risk in the world’ 

Pioneer banker seeks credit access for poor women 


BEUING (R) — When bank- 
er Nancy Barry talks of her 
clients, she does not mean 
men in suits with computers 
under their arms but women 
who sell vegetables and fruit 
or pick rags on the streets, 
from Manila to Mexico City. * 

It is these 500 million poor, 
most of them women, who 
are a major focus at the 
United Nations Fourth 
World Conference on 
Women, which opens in Beij- 
ing Monday. Ms. Bany. who 
worked for 15 years in the 
World Bank until 1990. has a 
plan to help them. 

"We have demonstrated 
that low-income women are 
the best credit risk in the 
world.” she said. “Their re- 
payment rate is 95 to 98 per 
cent, better than that of large 
clients of commercial banks,” 
she said in an interview. 


“If you have to do one 
thing in Beijing, it should be 
opening low-income women 
entrepreneurs' access to fi- 
nance. information and mar- 
kets.” she said. 

Ms. Barry is president of 
Women’s World Banking 
(WWB), a non-profit finan- 
cial institution set up in 1979 
that has helped draft the plat- 
form of action rhe conference 
will discuss and approve. 

It has more than 50 affili- 
ates in over 40 countries of 
Asia. Africa, Latin America. 
Europe and North America, 
which provide direct lending, 
savings and business services 
to lO’million people, up from 
one million in 1985. Initial 
loans can be for as little as 
$ 100 . 

But ihat still leaves 490 
million who have to rely for 


credit on moneylenders who 
charge up to -50 per cent 
interest a month, week or 
day, Ms. Barry said. Her aim 
is to reach 100 million of 
them by 2005 and 180 million 
by 2025. 

To reach this ambitious 
target, she wants 10 per cent 
of the world's annual de- 
velopment aid to provide 
seed capital for such financ- 
ing. up from the current two 
per cent. In a world with 
aid-fatigue, her proposal has 
much to recommend it. 

“Financing among the 
donors has become a dirty 
word at Beijing.” Ms. Barry 
said. “No one wants to talk 
about funding anything.” ■ 

The selling point of her 
proposal is that the money 
she wants from donors would 
be repaid, unlike aid that 


goes into a road or railway. 

It would be used to give 
WWB affiliates part of rhe 
money they need to develop 
economies of scale over the 
first five years before they 
can raise from commercial 
•banks.. 

“This requires a serious 
reallocation of fuding by ex- 
ternal funders and fortunate- 


ly, this is now being recog- 
nised as the key lever on 
poverty allocation by most 
donors." she said. 

. This is because low-income 
women are better borrowers 
than their male counterparts, 
spending loans to develop 
their business and the in- 
creased income on health, 
housing, education and fami- 


ly welfare, all of them targets 
of the women's conference. 

“Women are the more re- 
sponsible part of humank- 
ind.” she said. 

Studies in Poland, 
Malaysia and India found 
substantial amounts of the 
loans were spent by men on 
alcohol, gambling and 
women. 


Mediobanca shows mastery 
over Italian industry 


MILAN (R) — Merchant 
bank Mediobanca and its 
inter-circle of allies have once 
again demonstrated the awe- 
some power they exert over 
Italian business with their au- 
dacious move to reshape the 


Financial 

Markets 


Jordan Times 

la W n p imdai i with 

Cairo Amman 


Foreign Exchange Market Summary 
(August 28-September 1, 1995) 

AMMAN — The U .S. unit witnessed modest losses against 
the mark and sterling, while appreciating marginally 
against the yen last week. It ended the week 0.55 peT cent 
lower against mark. 0.35 per'cent- lower against sterling, 
and 0.80 per cent higher against the yen. 

The dollar depreciated marginally against sterling and 
the mark Monday, while appreciating modestly against the 
yen. News that France's finance minister had resigned the 
previous week, continued to influence the market and 
prompted investors to buy marks. Comments from the new 
French finance minister that he will continue to reduce 
government expenditure did not convince traders that the 
French government will be able to reduce its budget deficit. 

pie ‘U.S. unit rose against other major currencies 
Tuesday. The dollar's rise came on the back i>f HcM&E; 
expectations that the Bundesbank will further ease" hs : 
monetary policy. The^expectations were supported by an 
article in German newspaper revealing that the president of 
the Bundesbank sees room for lower Gennan interest 
rates. On the economic statistics front. U.S. exisitng home 
sales rose by 715 thousand units in July, compared to 712 
thousand units in 'June, while the consumer sentiment 
report showed a rise to 101 in August, compared to 
analysts' expectations of a rise up to 100.5. 

The dollar continued its depreciation against the mark 
and sterling Wednesday, however, while rising against the 
yen. The U.S. unit rose against the yen on dealers' worries 
about the soundness of the Japanese financial system. 
However, profit taking operations that took place after the 
dollar surged above 99 yfen capped the dollar's rise. The 
Bundesbank move to lower the securities repurchase rate 
to 4.3 per cent did not affect the dollar. 

While the U.S. unit depreciated marginally against other 
major currencies Thursday, it rose marginally against the 
yen at the end of the week. Reports indicated that the 
dollar's decline was attributed to dealers adjusting their 
positions ahead of the U.S. Labour Day holiday the 
following Monday. Meanwhile, the U.S. Labour Depart- 
ment released the non-farm payrolls data showing a - 
surprise increase of 249 thousand persons in August, which 
caused the unemployment rate to nudge down to 5.6 per 
cent. On the other hand, the closely watched National 
Association of Purchasing Managers index slipped to 46.9. 
compared to a consensus forecast of a rise to 51.5. The 
U.S. economic statistics released during the week thus left 
analysts confused, as they failed to give clear indications as 
to where the U.S. economy is heading. 

The U.S. unit, ended the week at 1.4628 marks. 97.43 
yen and at $1.5560 to sterling. 

Centra] 0*nk nT Jordan Exchange Rate Bulletin 

Pate: Squ-s-ros 
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]dS. Dollar 

0.7100 

0.7120 ~ 


1.1030 

1.1085 

Deutsche Mark 

0.4831 

0-4875 

Swiss Franc 

0.5914 

0.5944 

French F»nc 

0.1406 

0.1413 

Japanese Yen* 

Q.72S4 

0.7320 

Dutch Guilder 

0.4326 

0.4348 

Swedish Kroon 

. 

« 

1 ullon Lire* 

0.0438 
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Marriott charity train ride 
celebrates 10 years 

ON THURSDA Y. Sept. 7. 1995. the fabled old Hijaz train 
makes another journey into history, once again for a noble 
and worthy cause. The train will take a scenic roure , 
departing from the Mahata Station at 5:30p.m. As sunset 
falls upon the dramatic landscapes on the way to lira, 
donors and their guests mil arrive in Daba'a castle for a 
special candlelight dinner-dance. A magnificent buffet feat 
prepared in rheir honour awaits them. This will be followed 
by a night of dancing, with music provided by Asia Band 
and Music Box. The Amman Marriott charity train ride is 
an annual event, and proceeds are donated to the Al 
Hussein Society for the Rehabilitation and Education of 
the Physically' Handicapped. This year marks its 10th 
anniversary. 

Her Royal Highness Prince Majda Ra 'ad Zeid. president 
of Al Hussein Society, says that the funds raised yearly by 
the train ride go a long way to help in defraying the centre's 
operational costs, which run to JD 150.000 per annum. 
"The annual charity train ride has been of immense help to 
the Society. Apart from the massive publicity the event 
generates' it has proxided us with great contacts, and 
widened the number of our donors and benefactors, to 
whom »e are deeply grateful. And of course, people have 
wonderful fun on f he train ridel‘s the Princess says. 


country’s chemicals sector. 

In one of the most remark- 
able realignments the Milan 
Bourse has seen, financial 
holding Femizzi Fin anzi aria 
will be absorbed into Gemi- 
na, an investment company 
part-owned by Mediobanca 
and car group Flat. 

Gemina announced the 
complex share swap deal, 
which still requires a green 
light from Italy’s anti-trust 
body, late Friday ending a 
summer of speculation that a 
final settlement was at hand 
to end the problem of debt- 
laden Femizzi . 

Fetruzzi and its subs diary, 
industrial giant Montedison, 
have been under the control 
of a consortium of banks led 
by Mediobanca since 1993 
when , the two companies 
were brought to the brink of 
ruin by die discovery of huge 
concealed debts. 

. Other creditor banks were 
keen to pull themselves clear 
of the group, now well on the 
road to recovery, but 
Mediobanca (fid not want to 
lose control of Italy’s second 
biggest private firm. ' * 

Instead the bank’s 
octogenarian honorary chair- 
man Enrico Cucda has work- 
ed out a deal which leaves 
Gemina in charge of Ferruz- 
zi, with Mediobanca firmly at 
the heart of the investment 
company's shareholder pact 


thanks to an eight per cent 
stake. 

Flat will also have an eight 
per cent stake, while banking 
allies Credito Itaiiano, Banca 
Commerdale Italiana, Banca 
di Roma and Paribas look set 
to take a combined 13 per 
cent. 

The highly discreet 
Mediobanca arguably wields 
more influence in Italy than 
any comparable bank in 
other major industrial econo- 
mies, its web of influence 
stretching far across the 
country’s industrial and 
financial landscape. 

With its orchestrated move 
on Femizzi, which will also 
see Hat-controlled che micals 
group Snia sucked into the 
orbii. of what has been dob- 
bed “super-Gemina,” 
Mediobanca has pulled off 
another coup, further con- 
solidating its power. 

But while recognising the 
financial brilliance of the 
Gemina plan, which will cre- 
ate a group with' annual tur- 1 
□over of nearly 40 trillion lire 
(S25 billion), analysts have 
questioned the industrial 
sense of creating a con- 
glomerate at a time when 
most businesses around the 
world are focusing on core, 
concerns. 
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ARM BANK PI<= 

JORDAN KATZ ORAL BANK 
MIDDLE EAST INVE ST M EN T BANK. 

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT BANK 
THE HOUSING BANK 
JORDAN KUWAIT RANK 
JORDAN CULT BASK 
JORDAN ISLAMIC BANK 
BUSINESS BANK 

JORDAN INVESTMENT «. FINANCE BARK 
08 IT KLHAL SAVUKtlHVESTBEBT TOR HOUSING 
AMMAN BANK TOR INVESTMENT 
ARAB BANKXNC CORPORATION/ JORDAN 
PHILADELPHIA INVESTMENT BANK. 


A a K s 


SECTOR 


JERUSALEM INSURANCE 


1160 

265075 

226.000 

230.000 

1800 

8096 

4.500 

4.500 

30050 

35025 

1.190 

i.ieo 

1850 

4625 

2.500 

2.500 

2«5D 

13992 

5.700 

5.710 

17715 

48721 

2.790 

2.790 

750 

833 

1.100 

1.110 

2493 

, 9322 

3.740 

3.770 

700 

. 2689 

3.870 

3.850 

J.DOO 

4000 

4,000 

4.000 

10SD 

3306 

3.260 

3.240 

797B0 

78009 

.950 

.990 

ISO 

810 

5.400 

5.400 

4500 

6975 

1.540 

1.660 

145530 

482991 

INDEX RUKSEHi 187.14 



CHANGE 

: 41.367 

ZOO 

820 

4.100 

4.100 


INSURANCE 


SECTOR 


20Q 


820 INDEX NUMBER: 135.38 
CHANCE I D.OOX 


JORD ANIAN ELECTRIC POWER 
VEHICLES OWNERS FEDERATION 
ARAB INTERNATIONAL HOTELS 
NATIONAL P O RTF O L IO SECURITIES 
JORDAN INTERNATIONAL TRADING CENTER 
UNITE D MID DLE EA ST S COMMODORE HOTELS 
ARAB INZER. FOR .INVESTMENT A EDUCATION 
SARKA PRIVATE UNIVERSITY 
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NATIONAL CABLE fi WIRE MANUFACTURING 

AR AB CE NTER FOR PHARM. fi ancMTgAT-g 

FARTHER INVESTMENT 

UNIVERSAL MODERN INDUSTRIES 

JORDAN INDUSTR IAL RESOURCES CO. 

JORDAN TEH CABLE COMPANY 
unsnuiianL tobacco a cigarettes 

WBM CHEMICAL fi VBGATIASLB OIL XND06TRX 
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FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

In Shmeisani, 3 bedrooms, 
2 bathrooms, ground floor, 
280 sq.m.. 

Other apartments and 
villas furnished / 
unfurnished / for rent & 
sale. 

Abdoun Real Estate. 

TeL 810605, 810609,810520 


A SECURE 

Hotel 

Swelflyeh 



t.O.TEL 
-SECURITY 
^•HOSPITALITY 
^GASTRONOMY . 


All Suites Hotel 

FLAT .O. T E L. 

- A jhaB 

863944 - 816890 




cafe- 

Hamburgers + Pizzas 

ELITE CAFE' 

Sweifiyeh 


STUDIO lfAIG 


Profesriontl QnaHtyf in . 

1 Hour Service ■ 

Develop your colour film at 
our «bop and getz- 

• JUMBO photo 


Ffmm mnlmru 

20x30 cm 


P««*- Phone: 
Swefieh tel: 823891 


Satcabel 

REAL ESTATE 


FOR RENT 


Deluxe Villas 
\&Appartments\ 
in Amman 


Tel. 864230 
Fax. 864231 


DOLLAR 


RENTA CAR 


Make Car 
Rental Simple 

Shmeisani 
Tel: 693399 



AVIS 

RENTACAR 



Forwent 


King Abdullah Gardens 

1 ' TeL 699420 - 
' 816499 


_ Deluxe Furnished 

c 

Sand Unfurnished 

(^Villas apartments 

©and office Space 

oTo Suit all Budgets 

681113 *688816 

For Rent -For Rent 
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SZECHWAN BARBERS 
CHINESE RESTAURANT 


TWn mwmy bt mvmBabtm 

Sh* ALAnb.Sn* 

Um IMnMi Cowman CM* 

TeL: *81174 



MING-SHING 
Chinese Restaurant 

The Best Cooking. 

Best Sen/ice, 

Best Atmosphere in Amman 
Deir Ghbar - American 
Embassy Str. near Baytuna 
Housing Estate 
Open from: 

12 noon - 3:30 pun. 

6:30 - 11:30 pk 

* TmU 661636 


5th Circle - 692672 


EAT & TELL 



With Seif 
& Nawfal 


m- Cuisine IT A I O- MFD 


Swdflyril 865944 
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Agassi puts out Edberg; Martinez, 
Becker, Date advance to 4th round 


NEW YORK (AFP) — 
Andre Agassi rebounded 
from some oF the worst play 
of his tennis reign to beat 
former world number one 
Stefan Edberg here Saturday 
and reach the round of 16 at 
the U.S. Open. 

Agassi won 1 1 straight 
games in the final two sets to 
crush the two-time U.S. 
Open champion 6-4. 6-3. 6-1. 
It was their first-ever Grand 
Siam showdown and Agassi 
has now beaten the Swede six 
times in seven meetings since 
1990. 

“Regardless of what he has 
played like lately, he is still 
Edbere. 1 have to have re- 
spect for that.” Agassi said. 

“If you don't come out 
ready £6 play your best ten- 
nis. the games can go by 
pretty quickly." 

The defending U.S. and 
Australian Open champion 
improved his winning streak 
to 23 matches, matching the 
personal mark he set seven 
years ago. 

Agassi did take a loss off 
the court, however. He was 
fined 52.000 for yelling 
obscenities in a woeful five- 
set win over Spain's Alex 
Con-etja. 

The American rated him- 
self 40 per cent better against 
Edberg than in round two. 

“His great strength is re- 
turn of serve and he is playing 
with a lot of confidence.” 
Edberg said. 

“He takes the bali very' 
early and makes you work 
very’ hard. What he did good 
was' playing the points that 
matter. That is where he was 
far better than I." 

Agassi faced break point in 
the 10th game of the opening 
set. but won three straight to 
win it. 

After breaking Edberg to 
lead 3-0. Agassi won six 
games in a row with only one 
unforced error to take the 
second set and then swept to - 
a 5-0 lead in the third. 

“I just stepped it up and he 
started serving the bail into 
my wheelhouse.** Agassi 
said. “That was a no-no." . 

Agassi's top rival, world 
number-two Peter Sampras, 
meets Australia's Mark Phi- 
lippoussis in a third-round 
match. 

Fans are hoping for a 
Sampras- Agassi final, but 
Agassi is concentrating on his 
next opponent — the 75th- 
ranked American Jared Pal- 
mer. 

“Jared is much more im- 
portant to me now than Pete 
Sampras," he said. 

In the women's singles. 
Monica Seles breezed past 
Japan's Yone Kamio 6-1. 6-1. 


to stay unbeaten in her com- 
eback after a 1993 on-court 
stabbing. 

Seles needed only 53 mi- 
nutes to improve to 8-0 in 
WTA matches since her re- 
turn and set up a round of 16 
meeting with Germany's 
Uth-seeded Anke Huber, 
who defeated Russia's Elena 
Makarova 2-6. 6-3. 6-1. 

"I'm definitely going to 
have to raise my "game a few 
levels to play her." said 
Seles, who beat Huber during 
the Toronto title run. 

“ft's going to be a hard- 
hitting match. I'm sure we 
are going to hit bazookas out 
there." 

Seles played with a ban- 
dage on her left knee for the 
first time in the S9.86 million, 
event. She used a similar 
wrapping because of tendini- 
tis last month at the Canadian 
Open when she cruised to the 
title. 

“It was pretty sore this 
morning and 1 didn't want to 
take any chances," Seles 
said. "It wasn't the best so I 
decided to put it on." 

Also Conchita Martinez 
who has not lost since the 
Wimbledon semifinals eight 
weeks ago, made it 15 match- 
es in a 'Vow, beating Naoko 
Sawamatsu of Japan 6-1. 6-2 
to reach the fourth round of 
the U.S. Open. 

Steffi Graf has a tough test 
Sunday against 16th- ranked 
American Chanda Rubin 
while reigning women's 
champion "and third seed 
Arantxa Sanchez Vicario of 
Spain faces 14th seeded Mary 
Joe Fernandez. 

Fifth-seed Jana Novotna 
beat France's Sandrine Tes- 
tud 6-4. 7-5. to set up a 4 
fourth-round match with Skv 
vakia's Katarina Studeniko- 
va. who eliminated Italy's 
Natalia Baudone 4-6. 6-3. 6- 
2 . 

Seventh seed Kimiko D3te 
of Japan eliminated Argenti- 
na's Florencia Tabai 3-6. 6-1. 

6- 4. and will now face big- 
serving 16th seed Brenda 
Schultz-McCarthy of the 
Netherlands. The Dutch 
player outplayed Mexico's 
Angelica Gavaldon 6-2. 7-5. 

Zina Garrison Jackson, 
who has changed her mind 
about retirement at the end 
of the season, beat fellow- 
American Nicole Arendt 6-0. 

7- 6 (7/3). Arendt managed 
only 12 points in the 23- 
minute first set. 

In the men’s singles, fourth 
seed Boris Becker put out 
Australia's Jason Stoltenberg 
6-2, 4-6. 6-0. 6-4, to stay on 
course for a possible semi- 
final clash with Agassi. 

The former world number 



Monica Seles of the U.S. returns a shot to Yone Kamio of Japan 
in the U.S. Open match. Seles won 6-1, 6-1 (AFP photo) 


.one from Germany stopped a 
string of seven straight ser- 
vice breaks in the second 
game of set two and (hen 
cruised. 

“It didn't feel like a man's 
match out there." joked 
Becker after the match. He 
now plays 13th seed Marc 
Rosset of Switzerland who 
beat Italy’s Renzo Furlan. 

Armenia's Sargis Sargsian. 
the lowest ranked player to 
reach the third round at 392, 
crashed 6-3. 6-2. 6-2 to Pal- 
mer while Czech Daniel 
Vacek eliminated Nicolas 
Pereira of Venezuela 4-6. 7-6 
(7/5). 6-2. 7-6- (7/3). 


(J.S. Open quips and 
quotes 


Quips and quotes heard 
around the courts during the 
first week of the U.S. 
Open. 

Hr American junior cham- 
pion. Justin Gimelstob. IS. 
and a straight-a college stu- 
dent at UCLA, when asked 
what he would be studying 
his second year: “ Girls 
ft Lisa Raymond, after los- 
ing her second round match, 
and her concentration, on a 
bad call: "I stepped up to the 
line just wanting to kill the 
umpire. ** 

ft After Andre Agassi said 
he had improved his thinking 
on the court, this exchange 
with a reporter followed: Q: 
*7 think a few years ago you 
said you are not at your best 
when you are thinking. So 
have you kind of changed 
your thinking about your 
thinking? 

Agassi: *7 don't know. I 
haven't thought about it. to 
be honest." 

ft Jeff Tarango on the toll 
the fines and punishment is 
raking in the aftermath of his 
Wimbledon explosion. “ I feel 
like a victim. That is probably 
the word I would use. ... used 
and abused. I go to the chir- 
opractor three times a week. 
He says I am so stressed out 
he can't even turn my neck. " 
it Pete Sampras on his old 


friend Tarango: "He just 
went over the line and he 


went over the line and he 
paid the price. " 
ft Sftuzo Matsuofca on why . 
he did not call for a trainer 
upon collapsing on court in 
agony from severe cramping 
during a match: *7 wanted to' 
ask it. but I only can do the 
screaming at that time." 

ft Martina Hingis, on com- 
parisons between her and 
reenaeed burnout victim. 
Jennifer Capriati. "I live in 
Europe. Jennifer Capriati 
lives in America, ft is another 
family. I don 't know Capriati 
and there just hasn ‘r been the 
same kind of theatre around 
me as there has been around 
Capriati. ” 

r5- Jim Courier, raised in a 
small, conservative, southern 
town. on why he prefers a 
baseball cap over a bandan- 
na. " Dade City People don't 
wear bandanfias too much. " 

ft Pete Sampras on his 
much discussed rivalry with 
Andre Agassi: "This rivalry 
has been talked about and 
the hype has been extreme. . . . 
the rivalry just seems like it is 
a little bit our of hand now. " 
ft Luke Jensen on the fleet- 
ing nature of fame: "J was in 
New Haven with Rod Laver 
and some kid came up to me 
and asked for my autograph 
and didn't ask for Rod Lav- 
er's... so my J5 minutes to 
contribute to this game is 
right now." 

Luke Jensen on Thomas 
Muster's decision to skip 
Wimbledon. " Thomas Mus- 
ter is going to look back one 
day and his grandkids are 
going to say, 'Hey. grandpa. 
how did you do at Wimble- 
don?' He goes. ’ You know. / 
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Stefan Edberg of Sweden leaps high for a return, ^hot to to^'s^dTAiSdre Agassi (AFP 
photo) 


didn't play. ’ It is like grand- 
kids are going to say. What 
was wrong with you? What 
were you taking? What were 
you smoking ?" 

Thomas Muster on oppo- 
nent Luke Jensen's frequent 
shin changes: "ft is just diffi- . 
cult when you look at him 
every two games and you 
have to look around with the 
new shin to find him. *’ 
ft Zina Garrison Jackson 
on Billie Jean King, who 
helped convince Garrison 
Jackson to go with her hean 
and postpone retirement. 

Sometimes I think she is like 
this little angel that hangs 
over people or something. " 
ft Byron Black of Zim- 
babwe on the prospects of 
persuading his father to come 
over to watch him play. "He 
told me when my brother and 
sister are in the main draw he 
will come over. It is. tough to 
get him off the farm . " 
ft Todd Martin, joking ab- 
out his goals at the U.S. 
Open: "My main objective is 
to avoid the groupies that are 
hanging around in the play- 
ers' lounge." 

ft Mats Wilander, when 
asked if he thought he could 
have beaten today's top play- 
ers in bis prime: "Did you 
ever think about the girls that 
you get when you are IS 
compared to 45? ft is not 
going to happen, okay, ft is 
i never going to happen again. 

I am telling you . " 

Two-time Trench Open 
champion and clay court spe- 


cialist, Sergj Bruguera, on 
new coach John McEnroe's 
inability to get him past the 
second round. "Well, he is 
not God. " 

ft Confident Russian. 
Yevgeny Kafelnikov, ranked 
7. when asked what he 
needed to add to his game: "I 
have everything." 


U.S. Open notebook 


the Open. 

Gultikson said that no one 
has been dismissed from con- 
sideration. including Todd 
Martin and Jim Courier, who 
are better known as singles 
players. 

"I'm probably not going to 
deride until after the Open. " 
Gullikson said. 7 don 't want 
to put any pressure on any of 
the guys. 


ft U.S. Davis Cup captain 
‘Tom Gullikson has not made 
a derision on his doubles 
team for the upcoming semi- 
final match against Sweden in . 
Las Vegas later this month. 

Gullikson has until Sept. 
12 to name his team, ft is a 
foregone conclusion that the 
world's No. 1 and 2 players 
— Andre Agassi and Pete 
Sampras — will be perform- 
ing singles duty for the U.S. 
squad. 

"I'm exploring all the op- 
tions." Gullikson said, "ft's 
nice to have a choice." 

The problem is that the 
two most likely doubles 
teams Jared Pafmer-Richey 
Reneberg and Jim Grabb- 
Pa trick McEnroe — have 
both had disappointing re- 
sults this summer, including 
first-round losses at the U.S. 
Open. 

With Jan April , half of 
Sweden's normal doubles en- 
try suffering from a shoulder 
injury, the Swedes seem like- 
ly to play Jonas Bjorkman 
and Stefan Edberg. That Duo 
also lost in the first round of 


ft Phone madness: Over 
10.000 Tennis fans have dialed 
the IBM spons info line to 
get updated news about the 
progress of the U.S. Open. 

The line opened Sunday. 
Aug. 27. and will continue 
through Sept. 10. the final 
day of the Open. 

Callers can retrieve in- 
formation on matches in 
progress, a given day's sche- 
dule and results, the next 
day's schedule and inquiries 
about players, results and 
player's schedules. 


ft Tiebreaker turns 25: It was 
25 years ago Saturday that 
the tiebreaker was first util- 
ised at a Grand Slam event. 

There was 26 tiebreakers 
played on that first day of the 
U.S. Open in 1970. Two 
players — Bob McKinley and 
Ray Ruffels — won their 
opening-round matches in 
fifth-set tiebreakers. 

The original tiebreaker was 
the nine-point sudden death 
system know as the vass. In 
1975. the current 12-point 
tiebreaker was instituted. 



FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

In Shmeisani, overlooking a garden, having two 
bedrooms, living room, dining room, well-equipped 
kitchen, two bathrooms, separate central heating, 
separate entrance, telephone, T.V., video and new 
modem furniture. 

Please call: 606947 


FURNISHED ROOF FOR RENT 

In Rabiah area. 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, 
salon, dining room, modem kitchen, with living 
area and central heating, intercom, telephone, 
fire place and big terrace (150 sq.m.). 

Please call (694099) - (830055) 



BRITISH LADIES OF AMMAN 

Monthly Meetings 

Wednesday 6 September 10/12 a.m. 
Wednesday 13 September 4/6 p.m. 
at The Forte Grand Hotel 
Registration & Coffee 


LUXURIOUS FURNISHED VILLA 
FOR RENT 

8th Circle, Convenient location. 
If interested please call 865510, 824316 


FOR RENT 

Roof apartment (Um Uthaina), deluxe 
furnished with 3 bedrooms + 2 baths, 
spacious halls and wide open terrace 
appropriate for cocktails. 

ff Interested please call 827956 


FURNISHED GROUND FLOOR FOR RENT 

A brand new, spacious 335 sq.m., separate entrance, 
like a villa, (op security region, 2-car garage, alarm 
system, independent services. Top quality furniture. 
Garden and terraces. 

Another unfurnished floor for sale or rent with 
telephone. Location: Off Mecca St, Um Al Summaq. 

Call owner Tel: 829861 a.m., or 828099 p.m. 


VACANCY 


A leading company in the repair and 
remanufacture of radiators, heat 
exchangers, oil coolers, clutches and 
brakes, wishes to employ: 

Manager 

As per the following conditions: 

- Bachelor in mechanical engineering 

- Ten years experience in sales and 
marketing 

- Fluency in English language. 
Qualified persons are requested to send 
their Bi-Data, scientific degrees and 
experience certificates to the following 
address: 

BRAAS 

P. O. Box 26001 

Manama - Bahrain 


‘Future of World 

Student Games assured’ 


FUKUOKA (Agencies) — 
The biggest World Student 
Games ever held ended Sun- 
day having failed ro attract 
the world record or television 
attention it desperately 
.sought. 

But the event's future is 
assured, according to the 
Universiade movement's 
leader. Primo Nebiolo. be- 
fore watching the spectacular 
closing ceremony in the 
Fukuoka Dome stadium. 

Nebiolo. president of the 
Student Games governing 
body as well as the Interna- 
tional Amateur Athletic Fed- 
eration, said: “I am very opti- 
mistic about the future of this 
movement. We will continue 
to survive." 

Survival has always been a 
key question for the Student 
Games, now 36-years-old. it 
has never attracted much 
sponsorship but while the' 
communist-bloc countries 
sent their trainee world bea- 
ters to the event it attracted 
some attention. 

The struggle really started 
in 1989 whein the German city 
of Dusseidorf rescued the 
event after Sao Paulo could 
not afford to stage it. Shef- 
field lost millions in 1991 as 
did Buffalo in 1993 when it 
hosted the first Universiade 
in the United States. 

This year television camer- 
as have devoted their atten- 
tion to the U.S. Open tennis 
and European Swimming 


Championships. 

Big names on the track and 
field mostly shunned the 
strictly amateur Universiade 
which came just after the 
world championships in 
Gothenburg and before the 
Grand Prix finals in Monte 
Carlo next weekend. 

But, according to Nebiolo. 
the Universiade’s ideal is too 
important to be compared 
with a lack of stars. 

The Universiade allows 
■•leaders of tomorrow" to live 
together and compete 
together for the cause of 
peace, he said. 

He said other Japanese 
cities had expressed interest 
in hosting future Games even 
though Fukuoka spent three 
billion dollars on new sports 
facilities, roads and other in- 
frastructure. 

According- to the organis- 
ers it was still a record- 
breaking Games with 5.740 
people from 162 countries, 
3.949 of them athletes, taking 
part. 

Americans tie Japan 
in medals race 

The United States tied 
Japan for the World Uni- 
versity Games gold medals 
championship Sunday by 
winning the final track relay 
race at a speed that broke. a 
16-year-old games record. 

Each finished the 12-day 
“student Olympics” with 24 
golds, out the Americans 
won in total medals. 69 to 64. 


O’Brieii scoops big 
Irish juvenile event 


THE CURRAGH. Ireland (R) — Record-breaking Aidan 
O'Brien saddled four of the first five home in the valuable 
Tattersalls Breeders Stakes on Saturday. 

Last month the"all-conquering 25- year-old trainer saddled 
the first three home in Ireland's famous Galway Plate. 

O'Brien sent out nine of the 29 runners for Saturday's six 
furlong (1.2 km) feature for two-year -olds, taking the race 
with 9-1 chance No Animosity. 

The winner was ridden by former Irish champion flat jockey 
Christy Roche who was enjoying his t>4th success of the 
season. 

Stable-companion Troysend. a 33-1 shot ridden by Pal 
Shanahan, stayed on for second four lengths behind. 

Only Kev To A Million, an 11-1 chance Trained bv Richard 


Hannon in England, prevented O'Brien from a clean sweep of 
the top prizes when she held off Don't Dwell bv three-parts of 


the top prizes when she held off Don't Dwell by three-parts of * 
a length for third spot. 

Archway Belle came home fifth to complete another 
remarkable feat for O'Brien.' 1 : 

In a brilliant spell in July,'; Q;B rien saddled at least one 
winner. c>ver 23 consecutive, daysl racing in Ireland. 


GOREN BRIDGE 
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DRAW THE RIGHT INFERENCE 


North-South vulnerable. South . 
deals 

NORTH 
A A Q 

> 9108643 

O J75 
+ 64 2 

WEST EAST 

* J 10764 * K 2 

075 <?QJ92 

0 K 32 086 

+ Q98 + J 10 7 5 3 

SOUTH 
+ 9853 
OAK 

0 AQ 1094 
+ AK 
The biddmg- 

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 

1 O P tM 1 V Pass 

3 NT Pass Pass Pass 

Opening lead; Six of * 


To solve a problem, place the 
cards in the worst way possible, 
then see if you can overcome that 
distribution. The inferences you 
draw from mentally assigning cards 
to specific hands will often point the 
way to a solution. 

This hand is from a team game, 
and both sides reached three no 
trump, albeit by slightly different 
routes. At both tables the lead was 
a low spade. At one table the con- 
tract went down a trick; at the oth- 


er it was made and the defenders 
were helpless to prevent declarer 
from chalking up the game 

At the first table declarer took 
the spude finesse, losing to Kat-l's 
king. A spade return removed 
declarer’s stopper su. when West 
gained the lead with the king of 
diamonds, three more spade tncks 
defeated the contract one trick. 

At the other table, declarer 
worked out the winning line. 

Nothing could stop nine tricks if 
the king of diamonds wns onside or 
if spades broke 4-3. Therefore, 
declarer concentrated on finding a 
way home should spades be 5-2 and 
the king or diamonds with West. 

Holding K J 10 x x of spades and 
the king of diamonds, West might 
well have overcalled one spade at 
favorable vulnerability, or led an 
honor.. On any other 5-2 distribu- 
tion. putting up the ace of spades at 
trick one could not lose. If East had 
a doubleton jack or ten. the nine 
would be a fourth-round stopper; 
and jr East held the king, winning 
the first trick blacks the suit. 

So West rose with the ace of 
spades and. ran the jack of dia- 
monds to West's king. The spade 
return was taken by East's king, 
but since West held no fast entry, 
declarer was able to rake in nine 
tricks. 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Independent first floor apartment with garden and 
independent garage, consisting of 2 bedrooms, 
spacious kitchen guest room, sitting & dining room, 
maid's room; giassed-in veranda, independent central 
heating with telephone. Very good furniture 
Please call: 665711, 664256 


INTENSIVE COURSES IN SPANISH 

Al Abraj Cultural Centre announces the start of 
intensive courses in Spanish for beginners as of 
16.9.1995 . 3 hours a week for two months. Course 
fees JD 40 

Please caH tel:862540. Al Abraj Cultural Centre 
behind Jaber Commercial Centre - 
at Samih Yassin Commercial Centre . 

Registration begins on Sept A and continues thrautpi Sept ur r 


furnished villa in 
ABD0UN- NEAR U.S. EMBASSY 

First floor consists of sitting room, dininq 

TO m FPHn N e p’ c ashi " 9 < room ' bathroom 
P^PHQNE . Second floor: 4 bedrooms 

L« anri 0m fr V b ' 9 Sarden With flVh 
trees ana a fountain + garage 

Suitable for diplomatic missions and 
foreign companies. 

Please call Hani Tel: 812512. 812508 
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Sports 


Deportivo kick off season with win 


MADRID (AP| — Bmzilian striker Behetn 
Started the ■ season hot with two goats as 
Deportivo de La Coruna began its title quest 
Saturday with a 3-0 victory <?ver Valencia. 

Deportivo, first-division runner-up for. the 
' last two seasons after rising from the second 
division four years ago, came on strong from 
the opening minutes under its new coach. 
Welshman John Toshack. 

Valencia's solid defense held until Javier 
Manjarin beat two defenders and dodged 
goalkeeper Andoni Zubizarreta in the 5(lth 
minute. Seven minutes later Bebeto made it 
2-0 on a pass from Francisco "Fran" Gon- 
zalez. 

Bebeto. one of the league's top scorers last 
year, added his second goal in the 59th minute 
as the dribbled around several Valencia de- 
fenders in the area and took his time before 
slamming one in off the left post. 

Talk of whether Deportivo could finally win 
its coveted title against defending champions 
Real Madrid began as soon as the game was 
over. 

"We know it won't be easy (to win the title) 
but we’ve got to do the best we can.” 
Brazilian international Mauro Da Silva said 


after the victory. 

Deportivo has shined in preseason games 
.with a 7-0 thrashing of German powerhouse 
Bayern Munich and two defeats of Real 
Madrid in the Super Cup. 

The club has' also been strengthened with 
the addition of Russian striker Dimitri Rad- 
chenko and former Barcelona forward Aitor 
Beguiristain -to back up Bebeto and fellow 
Brazilian ace Mauro Silva. 

In other play Saturday. Albacete went 
down to a 3-0 defeat at sporting De Gijon. 

Sporting’s Russian international Igor 


Lediakhov. who came from Moscow's Spar- 
tak last year, opened scoring in the 1 6th 
minute. Julio Salinas made it 2-0 five minutes 
later and Tomas Alberto Hervus put it all 
away for Sporting in the 43rd'. 

Defending champion Real Madrid travels 
across the capital to face first division retur- 
nee Rayo Vallecano while a revamped Barce- 
lona starts off against Valladolid. 

The 1995-96 season has two novelties: 
Expansion to 22 teams from the usual 20. and 
a change in the scoring system rhat awards 
three points for a win instead of the previous 
two. 
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Pat Riley smiles during a press conference after he was named president and head coach 
of the Miami Heat (AFP photo) 

Heat name Riley president, head coach 


MIAMI (R) — One day after 
settling a tampering charge 
filed by the New York 
knicks. the Miami Heat 
named that Put Riley as their, 
president and head coach on 
Saturday. 

Terms of the contract were 
not disclosed, but the Miami 
Herald reported that the deal 
is worth S15 million over five 
years and includes an own- 
ership interest in the team. 

The hiring ends a 2L?- 
month standoff in whwh the ' 
Knicks accused the Hestt-of 
illegally contacting Riley be- 
fore he" stepped down as’head 
coach of the knicks on June 
15. 


"This is one of the drama- 
tic changes in my life.” Riley 
said at a news conference on 
' a cruise ship docked in 
Miami. "It was a matter of 
lifestyle. It was a matter of 
commitment." 

He also criticised what he 
considered a lack of stability 
in New York, saying the team 
had three corporate owners 
in a year and a half. 

Mickey Arison, who be- 
came primary owner of the 
Heat in 'February, said: "I 
think there is no’ 1 better de- 
monstration of our commit- 
ment than presenting to our 
fans today the most success- 
ful coach "in the NBA as ih<; 


new head coach of the Miami 
Heat.", 

The two teams Friday 
reached a settlement on the 
tampering charges. The 
agreement calls for the 
Knicks to receive $1 million 
and a 1996 or 1997 first-round 
draft choice previously ac- 
quired by Miami -from the 
Atlanta Hawks. In return, 
the Knicks allowed rhe Heat 
to enter. into.nn. employment 
agreement with' ' Riley . 


Bayern 
Munich 
open up 
5 -point 
lead 


■BONN (AFP) — Bayern 

Munich forged a five-point 
gap at the top of the German 
Bundesliga on Saturday after 
just four matches with a 2-0 
derby win at Munich i860. 

Last year's disappointing 
sixth spot has been firmly 
lodged in distant memory fol- 
lowing Bayern's 100 per cent 
record this term. 

Christian Ziege headed 
home the first for the visitors 
from a Thomas Helmer cross 
with a quarter of an hour to 
go. Christian Nerlinger 
added another in the 86th 
minute for three more points 
for 12. in total. 

However Bayern, notching 
their 92nd win against their 
neighbours in front of a 
70,000 crowd, only found the 
net once strikers Juergen 
Klinsmann, back from injury, 
and Jean-Pierre Papin both 
went off in the 73rd minute. 

Klinsmann. Germany's in- 1 
temational skipper, partially 
tore tendons in his right ankle 
on Aug. 12 and Bayem presi- 
dent Frank Beckenbauer said 
Klinsmann needed more time 
to get back to his best. 

And on the whole team. 
Beckenbauer added: “I 
sometimes had the impress- 
ion they were taking the 
game too lightly.” 

*A trio of clubs — prom- 
oted teams Sanki Pauli and 
Hansa Rostock, and Borrus- 
sia Moenchengladbach — are 
equal second on seven points. 
None of them could win this 
weekend. 

Borussia Moenchenglad- 
bach. who led the Bundesliga 
on Tuesday night, lost their 
unbeaten record against 
champions Borussia Dort- 
mund. 

Moenchen glad bach's 
Swedish striker Marlin 
Dahlin headed the opener in 
the 19ih minute, but Stefan 
Reuter, with a penalty, and 
an 80th- minute winner from 
Lars Ricken settled the 
match. 


FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 
Three bedrooms, one sitting room, dining 
room, living room, three bathrooms,, 
telephone and garage. 

Location: Shmeisani. J 

Call Tel: 656880 J 


if 

A house in one of the most elegant 
suburbs of San Diego, California, U.S.A. 
For inquiries please call 
Tel: 696507 



LEEDS 
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Britain’s Frank Bruno, accompanied by wife Laura, cele- 
brates his WBC world heavyweight title victory over Oliver 


McCall of the U.S. Sept. 2. Bruno won the fight on a 
unanimous points decision (Reuters photo) 


Bruno wins world heavyweight crown 


LONDON (AFP) — Frank 
Bruno's world heavyweight 
title dream came true here 
Saturday when he unani- 
. mously outpointed WBC tit- 
leholder Oliver McCall over 
twelve bruising rounds in 
front of 30.000 partisan fans 
at Wembley Stadium. 

But although the British 
boxer dominated all of the 
early rounds, he was clearly 
close to exhaustion in the 
eleventh and.rwelfrh rounds, 
and he was forced -to hang on 
desperately for -the final bell. 

All three judges gave the 
fight to the 33-vear-old Bru- 
no by 115-113. 1 17rl 1 1 and 
117-111 margins. 

* Bruno ’ 5 historic victory 
was greeted with a shower of 
red, “white and blue ticker 
tape and a rousing rendition 
of "Land of ■ Hope and 
Glory." 

It was one pf the most 
memorable sporting nights in 
British history, with the 
crowd willing "big Frank” to 


claim the ultimate prize after 
a hat-trick of failures. 

Many thought Bruno was 
lucky to get this chance. But 
he had the right connections 
in the shape of his new prom- 
oter Frank Warren. And 
Bruno did not let him down. 

There was a period be- 
tween the fourth and sixth 
rounds when it seemed that 
McCall might burst back into 
the fight — but Bruno jabbed 
and’ boxed his way out of 
trouble. 

The champion from Chica- 
go gave Bruno a torrid time 
in the final round but his 
effort came too late. 

Bruno was stopped by Tim 
Witherspoon in 1986. by 
Mike Tyson three years later 
and. after dominating his 
WBC challenge againstfLen- 
nox Lewis' was nailed by, a 
big left hook in the seventh 
round. 

It seemed, that Frank 
; would never' reach the end of 
'.his rainbpw and many critics 


believed he should have hung 
up his gloves. 

Victory over McCall 
proved them wrong. 

Along those cheering on 
Bruno was his close friend — 
British super middleweight 
king Nigel Benn. 

Benn earlier retained his 
WBC title by knocking out 
American opponent • Danny 
Perez in the seventh round of 
a sch -duled 12-round con- 
test. It was Benn's ninth suc- 
cessful defence of his crown 
and he now has a record of 42 
wins against two defeats and 
one draw. 

In the night's other world 
title clash, stylish American 
Virgil Hill retained hfcs World 
Boxing Association (WBA) 
light-heavyweight title by 
outpointing Drake Thadzi of 
Malawi over twelve rounds. 
The judges scored U117-111, 
1 18-112. 119-110 to stretch 
the 31 -year-old Hills record 
' to 41 wins against one defeat. 


After hius win. Bruno, 
speaking through swollen lips 
. from the pounding he took in 
the final rounds, said: "If 1 
won 20 million pounds in the 
National Lottery it couldn’t 
beat this.” , 

“I'm elared — on top of 
the world. All my dreams 
have come true. It really 
hasn’t sunk in yet. I've perse- 
vered all these years and I'd 
just like to thank all those 
people who stuck with me. 

"I think I've earned it. He 
was the champion and I’ve 
taken his title away. He was 
one tough son of a gun and 
I'm bruised and- battered. 

“But life is all about bumps 
and bruises. I knew I had to 
dig deep, but I wasn’t going 
to" let this chance slip away. 

“It was a hard last round. I 
took some shots, but I knew 
he had to knock me out to 
win. Now l would love 
another shot at Mike.Tjyson. 
That's my dream.. Then J can 
retire." : 






HUDDERSFIELD i LIVERPOOL 



The Northern 


Rawdat Al Ma'aref 
Schools & College 


Sheffield 



UMIST 

m 






The YWCA in Amman takes pleasure 
in inviting amateur / professional male & 
female singers to join its 4-voice choir 
in preparation for its annual Christmas 
concert that will be held Dec. 5,6,7,8/95. 
The Program includes classical pieces and 
traditional carols. Auditions for singers will 
be held at the YWCA hall, 3rd Circle on 
Tuesday Sept. 5th & 12th at 7:30 pm. 
First rehearsal will be on Tuesday Sept. 
12th and every Tuesday thereafter at 7:30 pm. 


For inquiries please call the YWCA 
on telephones 641 11 9 - 641 793 
between 9-1 & 3 - 6 except Sundays & Fridays 


BRADFORD 


MANCHESTER 

METROPOLITAN 


y Liverpool 

/fc \ John Moores 



Salford 


Sheffield 

Hallam 


A n opportunity for you to prepare for entry to 

a . British university degree course by taking a 
one-year Foundation course in 
your own country . 

A acceptance in the stream and university of 

your choice will be guaranteed after 
completing foundation year successfully . 

* Students with Tawjihi, International High 

School Certificate and International 
Baccalaureate will be accepted . No need for 
O’level or A’leveL 



^ Full boarding facilities available . 


5^ fantderi' felea&e colt : 


& 


LEEDS METROPOLITAN UNIVERSITY 


Rawdat Al Ma'aref School & College 

Foundation Year Office 

Tel. 828949 / 50 / 51 / 52 / 53 Ext. 34-12-57 

Fax : 828954 - P.O.Box : 676 Khaida 11821 Amman - Jordan 
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CINEMA TEL: 6341/ 

PHILADELPHIA 

Woody Harrelson 
& Kiefer Sutherland 

The Cowboy 
Way 

' Shows: 12-30, 3:30, 6:15, 830 . 1030 


TTSLTB99238 (CLNEMA 


TEL: 677420 


PLAZA 

Adel Imam & Yusra 

Birds of the 
Darkness 

(Arabic) 

Shews: 1230, 215. 5. 6:45, 830, 10:30 


CONCORP 

CONCORD “1" 

Adel Imam & Yusra 
Birds of the Darkness 


Shows: 1230,330, 6:00. 8:15. 10:45 

CONCORD “2” 

SPECIALIST 

Shows: 3:30, 5:45. 8:45, 10:45 


Ammoun theatre 

TEL: 618274 - 618275 

MUSA HIJAZ1N 
“Suraaa ,n 
IN 

Hi Citizen 

daily at 8,30 pm 
written & directed by 

Mohammed Shawaqfeh 

****************** 


N a bil AT MasBi ni Th eatre 

TEL: 675571 

Presents 

KABARET 

. . Abeer Issa . 
Ghassan Mashini 

with Amer khamash. Khalil 
Jahmani, Mohammad Husselni 
and Issam Al Hanbali 
The theatre closes on Monday 
Performances start at 8:30 p.ra. 


Naba & Hisham’s Td: 625155 

AH LAN THEATRE 

presents 

(Ahlan Tatbee’) 
Welcome 
Normalisation 

• Shows start at 8:30 p.m. 
For reservation please call 
tel. 625155 Amman 
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Jordanian businessmen 
seek to define own role 
and priorities in new era 


Process should not be a one-shot drill 
limited to MENA summit, says Saket 


By P.V.Vivekanand 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordanian 
businessmen huddled 
together on Sunday in what 
was obviously a soul- 
searching exercise over their 
role in the new economic 
realities of the era. their 
strengths and weaknesses and 
how "to institutionalise in- 
teraction among themselves 
and the outside world. 

Titled "1116 1995 Jordan 
Officers Summit (EO Sum- 
mit).*' the two-day event is 
widely seen as a most essen- 
tial internal exchange of 
views by the Jordanian pri- 
vate sector as the Kingdom is 
gearing up to host the Middle 
East and North Africa 
(MENA) economic summit 
next month. 

Basem Saket. one of the 
organisers of the EO Sum- 
mit. emphasised that the 
effort for coordination 
among Jordanian business- 
men as well as with the gov- 
ernment could not and 
should not be a “one-time 
exercise." 

“The skills that we seek to 
develop here are of signifi- 
cant long-term nature and 
should serve as essential ele- 
ments" in Jordanian 
businessmen's approach to 
existing businesses as well as 
future" projects, said Dr. 
Saket.* 

“It has to be a continuous 
process aimed at preparing 
ourselves for interaction not 
only among ourselves but 
also with the outside world." 
Dr. Saket told the Jordan 
Times. “We are fully aware 
of our shortcomings." added 
Dr. Saket in one of the rare 
seif-admissions by any Jorda- 
nian businessman that Jordan 
lacks effective private sector 
institutions with executive 
power. 

“Let us admit it, the Jorda- 
nian private sector had most- 
ly depended on the govern- 
ment to take the initiative.*’ 
said Dr. Saket. "We have 
several private sector institu- 
tions. but they are like heads 



Bassam Saket 


without bodies" and this has 
to be clearly addressed if 
Jordanian businesses are to 
take full advantage of econo- 
mic opportunities. 

For its pan. said Dr. Saket. 
“the government is held hos- 
tage of its own rules and 
regulations and practices.” 

“It is high time the Jorda- 
nian economy is clearly de- 
lineated." said the former 
minister, who now chairs the 
board of directors of the Jor- 
dan Cement Factories Com- 
pany. “Is our economy 
guided by the government or 
by the private sector?" 

“We would prefer to have 
the government dilute its 
control over the private sec- 
tor while intensifying its judi- 
cial observation of the eco- 
nomy." added Dr. Saket. 

In a pre-conference 
address Saturday night 
attended by former Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam Majali 
as the representative of His 
R$>ya1 Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan. Dr. Saket 
noted that "many, govern- 
ments have increasingly shed : 
their role as owners and man- 
agers of productive assets 
while increasing their regula- 
tory and oversight func- 
tions." 

“The objective 6f the semi- 
nar.” said Dr. Saket, "is de- 
signed to reverse the historic- 
al role of the private sector to 
become more active in foster- 
ing economic development." 


The' EO summit, which is 
financed by the United States 
Agency for International De- 
velopment with a S25.000 
grant and by the World Bank 
with a S 10.000 assistance 
package, was business 
throughout. Participants di- 
vided themselves inro work- 
ing groups dedicated to what 
some of them described as 
frank exchanges of the reali- 
ties on the ground and to how 
to find solutions to hurdles. 

Three distinct subjects 
were discussed: “The image 
problem" that is besetting the^ 
Jordanian private sector/ 
.“the legal" aspects as repre- 
sented by potential concerns 
of international investors and 
external “financing." Re- 
commendations over these 
issues are expected to be 
released at rhe end of the 
meeting on Monday. 

Surveys conducted by the 
private sector have estab- 
lished that there is a serious 
"image" problem facing 
Jordanian businesses. As an 
international expen attend- 
ing? the meeting as an obser- 
ver puts it, "His Majesty 
King Hussein is well-known 
all over the world, blit Jordan 
is not." 

As such, the group that 
discussed this issue dealt at 
length with what could be 
done to highlight what Jor- 
dan stands for. what it could' 
offer and what it seeks to 
achieve. 

On the second topic, “the - 
legal" aspects, businessmen 
reviewed the potential con- 
cerns that influence invest- 
ment decisions of interna- 
tional firms in terms of 
guarantees for protection and 
repatriation of capital and 
profits, taxation . laws and 
regulations related to foreign 
investments, bureaucratic 
procedures and labour laws 
and "civil security." 

"In fact not many people 
outside Jordan know that the 
Kingdom offers better -civil 
security* than many countries 
in Europe and U.S.," com- 

(Con tinned on page 7) 



Nabil Sawalha and Hisham Yanis in their play, ‘Welcome Normalisation’ 


No 6 Welcome Normalisaton’ 
in Israel; JWA still unhappy 


By a Jordan Tunes Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Actors Hisham 
Yanis and Nabil Sawalah 
have cancelled a planned trip 
to Israel to perform their 
famous play "Welcome Nor- 
malisation." but the Jorda- 
nian Writers Association 
(JWA) is still threatening to 
take action against Mr. 
Yanis. 

Mr. Yanis, a scriptwriter 
and JWA member, ts being 
.considered for disciplinary 
. action for his visit to Israel. 
Mr. Sawalah. an actor, is not 
a JWA member. 

Mr. Yanis has refused to 
submit his resignation and 
insisted, in a letter written to 
the association, that he is not 
doing anything wrong. 

“I refuse to resign because 
I believe in what I do," Mr. . 
Yanis said in his reply to an 
association's letter deman- 
ding that he cancel all plans 
to visit Israel or perform 
there. "I'm not guilty and I'm 
not trying to hide." 

But Basel Rafa'ieh, a 
member of the association's 
administrative council, said 
Mr. Yanis was violating the 
Jw A’s code of honour. 
“Anyone who does (violate 
the rules) should be expel- 


led." he said. 

According to Mr. Rafa'ieh. 
the fact that the duo made 
contacts with Beit Al Kar- 
mah, an Israeli cultural in- 
stitution. and signed a con- 
tract with them is in itself a 
violation of the code of hon- 
our adopted by the associa- 
tion's general* assembly in 
August last year. The code of 
honour bans any contact with 
any person or body that rep- 
resents or has relations with 
any Israeli organisation. 

“Even his (Mr. Yanis) visit 
to Israel is in violation of the 
internal (JWA) regulations,” 
Mr. Rafa'ieh said. "He made 
contacts with Zionist institu- 
tions." 

Mr. Yanis and Mr. Sawa- 
lah visited Israel last month 
“to pay a visit to the’theatres 
there." Mr. Sawalah said in a 
letter to the editor to the 
daily Al Aswaq newspaper. 
He added that a report pub- 
lished in Al Aswaq about his 
visit and a statement attri- 
buted to him by the Israeli 
newspaper Yediot Ahronot 
were not true. 

In an Aug. 26 report with- 
out a dateline. Al Aswaq 
quoted the two artists as tell- 
ing Yediot Ahronot that 
Israeli women were beauti- 


ful. 

“This is fabricated news,” 
said Mr. Sawalah in the letter 
to the editor. "We have not 
made any comment on Israeli 
women, nor have we spoken 
to any journalist except for 
the Jaffa-based Arab Union 
newspaper." 

. “We decided to cancel our 
visit to Israel because of the 
false information published 
in the Yediot Ahronot re- 
port." he wrote. 

The Jordan Writers Asso- 
ciation expelled member 
Hamadeh Fara’neb earlier 
this year for having "talked" 
to Israeli television. The 
association also attempted to 
file a complaint against 
Jordanian Television for 
shooting the Friday morning 
programme. “Good Morning 
in Jaffa and Nazareth." A 
member of the association's 
administrative council also 
called for boycotting the 
Jerash Festival this year for 
hosting an Arab-Israeli group 
from Nazareth. 

"It was a preface towards 
normalisation with Israel." 
Mr. Rafa'ieh said. "Next 
year, they might host Israeli 
groups." 

But the two proposals were 
voted down. 
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ENVOYS PRESENT CREDENTIALS: His Majesty King Hussein on 
Sunday receives the credentials of Japanese Ambassador Takayukj Kimura 
(above) and Canadian Ambassador Michel de Salaberry in separate 
ceremonies held at the Royal Court (Petra photos) 



Anti-nuclear hijacker held 


GtNEVA (Agencies) — 
Police at Geneva airport 
overpowered Sunday a hi- 
jacker who had threatened to 
blow up a French airliner to 
protest against France's plans 
to resume nuclear testing in 
the South Pacific. 

The hijacker was described 
by authorities at the airport 
of Palma de Majoroa where 
the flight originated as “a 
Spaniard aged between 30 
and 35 who wants to protest 
against French nuclear tests 
in the Pacific.” 

He took over the plane as 
it flew over Bordeaux on its 
way to Orly airport just out- 
side Paris. 

In a message to air traffic 
controllers in Barcelona he 
threatened to blow up the 
aircraft in mid-air and de- 
manded a halt to France's 
plans to carry out nuclear 
tests, sources said. 

According to one of the 
controllers. Ramon Bofill. 
the hijacker said other air- 
craft could suffer the same 
fate. He gave no indication as 
to whether he belonged to 
any group or was carrying 
any weapons. 

in Paris a spokesman for 
Air Inter said the aircraft was 
operating the company's 


Flight 4617 which had left 
Palma at 11:35 a.m. (0935 
GMT) and had been due at 
Orly at 12:55 p.m. (1055 
GMT). 

The plane, an Airbus 300. 
was carrying 292 passengers 
and a crew of 10. After being 
diverted towards Toulouse 
and Tyon the pilot was told to 
land at Geneva, touching 
down at 1:20 p.m. (1120 
GMT). 

The Spanish news agency 
EFE reported from Barcelo- 
na that the hijacking occur- 
red in Spanish airspace and 
that the hijacker had 
threatened to blow up the 
plane. 

The plane sent out an 
emergency code shortly after 
takeoff. EFE reported! quot- 
ing Mr. Bofill. 

Mr. Bofill said the hijacker 
spoke "perfect Spanish" with 
an air traffic controller and 
demanded that the plane fly 
either to Amsterdam or to a 
Swiss airport. 

“He said thar he was de- 
manding the French govern- 
ment stop nuclear testing in 
the South Pacific and 
threatened that he could 
blow up the aircraft and that 
this could happen to other 


aircraft as well." Mr. Bofill 
told EFE. 

France plans to resume 
nuclear testing in the South 
Pacific sometime this month 
following a three-year mora- 
torium, a decision which has 
provoked international pro- 
tests. 

Once on the ground the 
hijacker demanded to meet 
two journalists, one French 
and one Swiss, who were £o 
wear short-sleeved shirts, and 
a representative of the Span- 
ish government. 

Airport sources said he re- 
ferred to French nuclear 
tests, the subject of wide- 
spread international conde- 
mnation. ‘ but said "his de- 
mand was not very clear." 

The head of Geneva air- 
port. Jean-Philippe Maitre. 
said the hijacker was a 33- 
year-old Spaniard from Pal- 
ma who did not seem to 
“have all his personal ba- 
lance.” 

About an hour after land- 
ing the passengers, who in- 
cluded French. Spanish and 
Chilean citizens as well as 11 
Japanese, were freed though 
the crew remained aboard. 
Half an hour later police took 
control of the plane. 


Egypt 

to take 
action 
against 
Sudan 

CAIRO (R) — Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak 
said on Sunday his country 
was preparing to take unspe- 
cified steps against Sudan, 
which Cairo believes was be- 
hind an attempt to kill Mr. 
Mubarak in June in Ethiopia. 

Mr. Mubarak, speaking to 
reporters after talks with Sy- 
rian President Hafez Al 
Assad, gave no details of the 
actions but said they would 
be taken after Foreign Minis- 
ter Amr Musa's visit to Addis 
Ababa on Monday. 

"Some measures will be 
taken against Sudan," Mr. 
Mubarak said. 

Ethiopia has accused 
Sudan of harbouring three of 
the men involved in the 
attack, despite Sudanese de- 
nials. 

Meanwhile two Sudanese 
doctors working with a 
Sudanese Islamic relief a gen-* 
cy in the Ethiopian capital 
were gunned down in their 
car outside their residence on 
Saturday, a Sudanese diplo- 
mat said. 

Hamid Hassad Al Rouish, 
second secretary at the 
Sudanese embassy, told Reu- 
ters an unidentified gunman 
shot dead the two doctors in 
front of their residence in 
downtown Addis Ababa on 
Saturday. 

The two victims. Dr. 
Abdulla Al Gaali and 
Mohammad Al Fatih Yousef, 
were working for the Islamic 
Relief Agency; an organisa- 
tion set up by the fun- 
damentalist movement which 
dominates the Sudanese gov- 
ernment. 

Ethiopian officials made 
no statement on the attack. 

Relations between 
Ethiopia and Sudan have 
been strained since June, 
when Mr. Mubarak narrowly 
escaped assassination as he 
arrived to attend the annual 
summit of the Organisation 
of African Unity (OAU). 

On Friday Ethiopia 
ordered all non- 
govem mental aid organisa- 
tions linked directly or in- 
direcdy to Sudan to cease 
operations and their 
Sudanese staff to leave within 
a week. 

Mr. Musa, who returned to 
Cairo late Saturday frorp a 
European and African tour 
said, the move showed that 
“it has been proved to 
Ethiopia that, the Sudanese 
regime was involved” in the 
June 26 attack. 

He added he had put off 
until Monday a visit to Addis 
Ababa which had been sche- 
duled for Saturday, the first 
top-level trip since gunmen 
attacked Mr. Mubarak's 
motorcade. 

Egypt’s Ambassador to 
Addis Ababa Magdi Hefni 
said the measures were 
“appreciated." ■ 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Michael Jackson considers Arab tour 

DUBAI (AFPl — U.S.-pop star Michael Jackson has been 
invited to Morocco and was considering an Arab tour, his 
first ever, he told Arabic Weekly TV. The singer, who had 
cancelled a concert in Dubai last year because of a child 
abuse charges brought against him. told the London-based 
publication that he "seriously thinks about meeting the 
Arab public.” Mr. Jackson, who has not set a date for his 
Morbccan concert, also said he could use Arabic tunes in 
his songs, according to excerpts of the interview received 
here. The entire interview is to be published Monday. 

Minister under death threat in Egypt 

CAIRO (AFPj — Education Minister Hussein Kamel 
Bahaeddin said Saturday he had received death threats for 
punishing teachers who hroke the law and gave private 
lessons. "I received death threats from the private tuition 
'mafia* who accused me of penalising teachers who give 
pupils individual lessons." he told education officials. He 
said “this mafia*' had distributed leaflets “calling for my 
assassination if I continue to fight against individual 
lessons." He said he had called in the security services who 
had questioned several teachers. Earlier this year ’Mr. 
Bahaeddin disciplined or transferred 200 teachers into 
administrative jobs after they gave individual lessons. 

Morocco setees 4 tonnes of cannabis resin 

CASABLANCA (R) — Moroccan police have seized four 
tonnes of cannabis resin hidden under scrap iron in a 
Ham burg- bound shipping container, an official source said 
on Saturday. The drugs, with a street value of 40 million 
dirhams (S4.S million), were found during a routine check 
at the port of Casablanca. “Four tonnes of Moroccan 
cannabis resin were hidden in plastic ‘ bags under the 
scrap-iron." the source said. No arrests were made but a 
police investigation was under way. Casablanca port is one 
of the main points through which drugs produced in 
Morocco are smuggled abroad. Cannabis is grown in the 
remote Rif mountains of northern Morocco. Three 
thousand security forces have been stationed in the area: 
dubbed cannabis crescent, since 1993 to stamp out traffick- 
ing in hashish and cannabis resin. More- than 10.000 people 
were arrested for possession of cannabis resin in Morocco 


in 1994. according to official figures. More than 6U0 
foreigners, most of them Europeans, are jailed across 
Morocco for drug trafficking. 

3 Palestinian children injured in blast 

RAM ALL AH (AFP) — Three Palestinian children were 
injured when an abandoned mine near an Israeli base on 
the occupied West Bank exploded, witnesses said Sunday. 
Two brothers, aged 15 and 11, and their nine-year-old 
friend were playing around 100 metres from the base in 
Boudros village near Ramallah on Saturday when the mine 
exploded. The three were lightly wounded and taken to 
hospital in Ramallah. 

Israel expels two Iraqi 'infiltrators’ 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israel has sent two Iraqis to Jordan 
after they sneaked into the Jewish state. Israeli radio said. 
The two armed men crossed the Israel-Jordan border on 
' Friday near the town of Sedom, in southern Israel, where 
they were found separately by builders and handed to 
police, the radio said Saturday. About 30 Iraqis have 
infiltrated into Israel in the past few years, but most are 
turned back to Jordan. The others are imprisoned, before 
being expelled to a host country. 

Opposition welcomes Sudan dialogue 

KHARTOUM (AFP) — The Sudanese opposition Umma 
party welcomed on Sunday a proposed dialogue with the 
government after the release last week of its leader Sadeq 
Al Mahdi. Abdul Rusul Nur, a close aide of Dr. Mahdi, 
was quoted in the daily Al Rai Al Akher as saying that the 
present time “was suitable for conducting a dialogue to 
.restore consensus on fundamental and pressing issues." 
Mr . Nur said the release of Dr. Mahdi and 31 opposition 
figures last week, along with the government's promise to 
release 18 more showed the government's ‘"desire to listen 
to other viewpoints." But Mr. Nur said Khartoum had not 
contacted the Umma Dartv to start a dialogue, which Dr. 
Mahdi proposed in an interview and the government said it 
welcomed. Dr. Mahdi. the former prime minister who Vas 
overthrown by current President Omar Al Beshir in 19S9. 
was arrested three months ago. 



Bobbitt ad to be 
reviewed 


LONDON (AP) — An 
advertisement comparing 
seal slaughter to John Bob- 
bit's castration will be re- 
viewed by Britain’s Advertis- 
ing Standards Authority, a 
newspaper reported Sunday. 1 
.The ad, published last week 
in London's time out listing 
magazine by the Internation- 
al Fund for Animal Welfare 1 
(IFAW). features what 
IFAW claims is an actual 
photo of Bobbitt's severed 
penis. “When it happened to 
John Wayne Bobbitt, it got 
worldwide exposure,*’ the ad 
said. “When it happens to 
10.000 seals, it gets slightly 
coverage.” IFAW claims that 
Canadian sealers, who kill a 
regulated 10,000 seals a year, 
sell the penises to the > 
Chinese, who believe it to be jl 
an aphrodisiac. It urges a 
boycott of Canadian fish pro- 
ducts, saying “hit Canadian 
fishermen where it hurts." 
Canadian sealers lodged a 
complaint with the Advertis- 
ing Standards Authority, 
saying the ad was “obscene 
and misleading," the Sunday 
Telegraph reported. It 
quoted Canadian Sealers 
Association spokeswoman 
Tina Fagan as saying "We 
never castrate the seals. 
Lorena Bobbitt cut of her 
husband's penis while he 
slept in 1993, claiming he had 
abused her. It was later reat- 
tached. 


Charles will not 
open Skye Bridge 

•LONDON (AFP) — A 
bridge linking the Scottish 
mainland with the Isle of 
Skye would have made things 
easier for Bonnie Prince 
Charlie, but Prince Charles 
will have none of it. Prince 
Charles will boycott the 
opening of the concrete 
bridge connecting the Hebri- 
dean Island with the Britain's 
northwestern mainland be- 
cause he believes it blights 4 
the landscape, the Express - 
newspaper reported Sunday. 
The paper quored unidenti- 
fied sources dose to Prince 
Charles as saying that the 
bridge offends his well- 
known architectural sensibil- 
ity, which rejects much mod- 
em work. He has said in the 
past that Scotland is “blight- 
ed by modern concrete 
bridges." Bonnie Prince 
Charlie — the last prince of 
Wales named Charles — was 
the final Stuart pretender tq 
the British throne, and was 
hid by loyal Scotsman after 
an unsuccessful invasion of 
England launched from Scot- 
land. In 1746, Flora McDo-.- 
nald spirited him in a boat* 
across the choppy Northern 
Atlantic waters to Skye, a ; 
rescue recounted in a popular 
Scottish folk song. 

Hospital to fire 
bungling doctor 


York City’s prestigious 
Memorial Sloan -Kettering 
Cancer Centre plans to fire 
its top neurosurgeon for 
bungling a brain operation on 
the mother of India's biggest 
movie star Sridevi. hospital 
official said. The hospital said 
it had advised Dr. Ehud 
Arbit that they intend to dis- 
miss him for failing to cor- 
rectly identify the patient be- 
fore surgery and performing 
the wrong operation on 59- 
year-old Rajeswari Ayyap- 
pan, mother of the famous 
Indian movie star, it said in a 
statement. “This action is 
painful, but necessary," Dr-' 
Joseph Simone, the hospital's 
phvsidan-in-chief. said in the 
statement. “After a thorough 
examination of the record, 
we have concluded Dr. Arbit 
failed to meet Memorial Hos- 
pital’s standard of care." In 
the May 26 operation'. Dr. 
Arbit was supposed to re- 
move a malignant tumour 
from the left lobe of Ms. 
Ayyappan’s brain. Instead, 
he operated On her healthy 
nght lobe after mistaking her 
tor another patient, the hos- 
pital said. "Dr. Arbit disco- 
vered the error during 
surgery." the hospital said. 
R r -„. A rbit’s lawyer, David 
Hoffman, said in Saturday's 
New York Daily News that 
the mixup was not the 
surgeon’s fault. According to 
the lawyer. Dr. Arbit, 48, 
thought that the patient was 
another Indian patient and 
said he was not told different- 
Z^y, sn *hen he asked her 
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